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Ma d a M r . 

I JrHEN the firji volume of thefe Sermons was 
jj publijhed, I did not prefume to requeft the liberty of 
S prefixing to them a Name fo illujlrious. Encouraged 
by the favourable manner in which the public has re- 
ceived two volumes, I now humbly beg leave, on the 
publication of a third, to lay them all before your Majefty. 

Had I been in doubt to whom they could be 'pre- 
fented with the great eft propriety, the public voice 
would inftantly have dintled me to the perfon to whom 
I have now the hononr of addrejing my f elf. 

Difcourfes intended to promote religion and virtue, 
can be infer ibed to none more fuitabty than Jo one who, 
in the higheft ftation of life, has ever fupported the 
cmufe oforeligion, by her confpicuous regard for it ; who 
has advanced the interefts of virtue, by her diftin- 
guiflied example ; and who, by a happy unhn of the * 
amiable with the eftimable qualities,* has commanded^ 
the love and refpe£l of a great nation. 
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DEDICATION. 

I* " a ftgnal bUffing to a kingdom, when a perjbn 
oohofe character would have reflected honour, upon any 
condition of fortune is placed by Providence in that 
elevated rank, which allows her virtues to fliine with 
extenfive. luftre, apd to djjfufe their aufpicious influ- 
ence over a whole land. 

That this influence of your Majefty % s virtues may 
Jong continue to be felt ; that while they alleviate the 
tares, and increqfe the comfort of our gr^ciois Sove- 
reign \ while they improve the minds, and contribute 
to the felicity of your illuftrious offspring ; they may, 
<$t the fame time, fuccefsfully exert their power in 
forming the public manners on a pattern fo worthy of 
imitation^ Jhall be myfincere ivijh and earne/i prayer. 

I have the honour to be, 

with profound refpeft, 

Madam, 

Tour Maj eft fs moft humble, 

and moft devoted fervant 9 

o 

HUGH BLAIR. 
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SERMON I. 

On the Trite Honour of Man, 



Proverbs, iv. Si 



Exalt her, andjhe Jhall proinote thee •, Jbe 
Jhall bring thee to honour. » 

TtiE love of # honour is one of the 8E f* 1 
ftfongeft paifioas in the human heart. 
It fhbws itielf in our earlieft years; and 
is coeval with the firft esertions of rea* 
fon. It accompanies us through all the 
ftages of fubfequent life ; and in private 
ftations difcovers itfelf no lefs than in 
the higher ranks of fbciety. - In their 
ideas of what conftitutes honour, men 
Vol. III. B greatly 
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2 On the True Honour of Man. 

greatly vary, and often grofsly err. But 
of fomewhat which they conceive to form 
pfifVfiminr nrr mH ^i fti B ft iaa , «U«f* d o fi r- 
ous. All wifh, by fome means or other,, 
to acquire refped from thofe amopg whom 
they live ; aerf tp- contempt $nd. difgracc, 
none are infenfibfe. 

Amo*^ tfo advantages wbiph attend re- 
ligion and Tirtue, the honour which they 
confer on man Js.frC4U£nJtly. mentioned in 
fcripture as one of the moft coniiderable, 
Wifdm is the %ri$$ifal &*&: $ vs Solomon 
in the paiTage where the text lies, therefore 

mderftandin%< Exalt he?* an$jksjkall pro- 
mote thee ; Jhe jhall bring thee to honour,. when 
tfat do/iempr^ce far, §be JhaMgivt fytltfno 
hf^an ornametf .of grot* -, a cromm of gjiry 
fba&Jhe a^vfr -to. thee, h is ©?idf»| tfcit 
ttooujiwjiftt s^l} the frcred wft*iftg»» andl 
ga^ticnlarfy jatl>js book of Proverbs, fcy 
^G^is^b^un<fcrftoo4:a prijfocipk ©f ro- 
Jjgion. projiqeing virtuop$ i&tofo&, the 
Jew of ff>e L<ifki,m^i *© b« -tbfjqpnning 
t^^ifdm: And bjf this ftar of the Wti 

«en 
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Qntbefrm Bbmvr bf MM. 9 

rfuroaiv&id to dtpnh firm m% toihdk sMfc 
titlkim?tf.$to*Me*) dnd to keep tb< path c ^ y 
•f.-tkt rigOtwut*. ■ M*k « theft tegiriatetf by 
thotoifobirt'toiri*l?k froth dbv&i When ha ig 
formed by piety ter the dttttes of viftiio and 
morality* £trd4f the wifdoifn whic* proa 
doewthw effifcft, it « rfifertttd itt tfre te»$ 
that it brhdg&bui te hrhur. 

On this recommendation of religion it 
'* the it*>ft*ri«tel&r? tor fit oirf attention, 
ftettittfe it, feofteri reffafisi to if by riidn of 
the worfci. ' ' iFiKrtrnOtfdns of koftour aft 
apt w w» kt afery <Mer«ntf chaWnet, 
WWi**»rteBgte« ipiflftfcfioned, the? coHM 
a*& xtith'it ilcWafcof metotttehoiy and dig* 
jiedibn, or of ftWWi and! f«e*b?« fpirif *. They 
perfwprarffcit tfeat ft ifeay fee ufeful to th* 
nrultitttte^ «i 4 jHfofcSiplel of refcfairit 4t6& 
difoiktefiattdcrihies^ aifld that to perfott* 
of ^ jtectdfer cut's of rrririd,- it may af&ord 
co»fciatidri ' ttffdey ttie diftreffes : of life. Bbt 
from* thtra&ivd foenesfof'the WorMr arid 
from- thodfe vigorous exertions which -dM-* 
play ttraxhrawtage the human aftitftiesv they 

B 2 incline 
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4 On theffrue Honour i/Matu 

SERM. iiiclmetQfially toejceludcit Itcoayfooth 
w^y the tiibid, or the fad 5 Riitxihey .opufidfcr A 
98 having no connexion with what is pro* 
per toraifc ipen to honour and dtftihdMon. 
1 ihall now r endeavour to remove this? Be* 
preach from religion -> ami toj(how that m 
6*ery . fittmtion of human , life, even in the 
higheft ftations.,, it forms the honour as 
well as the bappinefs of man. 

But firft, let us be careful t<* afcertaia 
Whjit true religion is, I admit that there 
is '4 certain, fpecie* of religion (if we can 
give it that naftie) which has. a<* claim tp< 
fuch high diftin&ion *, when it -is placed 
wholly in fpeculation and belief, in the re* 
gukrity of external homage, or in fiery 
zeal about contefted opinion?. Prom a fb-. 
perftition inherent in the human mind, ,the 
religion of the multitude has always been 
, f.indtured with too much of this fpiritr 
They ferve God as they would fcrve a 
prflpd matter, who may be . flattered by 
v their probations, appeafed by their gifts, 
and gained by loud ptoteftations of attach- 
ment to his interefts, and of enmity to all 

. whom 
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On the *Frue Honour of Man. J 

whom thcf fuppbfe to foe his fees. But sfiRjrf. 
this is not that wifdom to which Solomon 
a&ribes, jn the text, fuch high preroga- 
tires, Jtrir not. the religion which we 
poeaoh, niwdthe religion of Chrift. That 
religion oonfifts in the love of God and 
the love of. man, grounded on faith in th« 
Lord Jefus Chrift, the great Redeemer of 
the World, the interceflbr for the penitent, 
and the patron of; the virtuous : through 
whom we enjoy comfortable accefs to the 
Sovereign ofc the uni'verfe in the ads b£ 
wbrfhip and devOtioii. * It coftfifts in juf- 
tfce, h'umahity, and merdy j in a fair and 
candid riiind, d generous and affectionate 
heart; accompanied with temperance,- felf- 
government, and a perpetual regard in all 
our adions to confeience, and to the law 
of God. A religious, and a thoroughly 
virtuous charadler, therefore, J confider as 
the fame. ,\, 

J&y the true honour of man is to be un- 
derftood, \ not what merely commands ex^' 
tefnal refped, but what commands the refr 

' peft 
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6 0»tbtfnt$ B*xowr if MaaL 

Sf RiM- fp^l of the heart ; what rprifes our to aiw 
fewwfolgpd emprise above othm* of thb 
£»$$ fpfc&pi ; what ?i ways create* cftnoA, 
«o4 ia it^highcft 4cgr«, products vouch 
fftttQn. <Fh$ qucftkp now fctfa&sift ig$ 
fram what ca&fo this cnuiumac arifi» ?• By 
what moms i* it to he attained ? 

3%fe, weall$ww, n^y^Rg^t&s 
yjjeftpf m&nkjn^. Ffpyi^fHr? b^4c^f»r» 
$d tjjem a.mq.ng U»^ <?fpw4yUt anujvjif* 
tiijguift}j»g ^4 t as tf purpefr ft flw.flf 
yrjtiat fip^lj ^ccq\^n|; tfyiy ar$jft %.figtyt 
of 094. Ssperje^ce, cyery £ay p^pye* tfo& 
the jjpijTeflipu pf tfrem W f»ni5ftent ^itj^ 
^he mq(* general conteroi»|u.. : Qn this ppiflt 
therefore j conceive it nqt ^efpfifoy tfi ^ 

Neither docs the honour of man^rife 
from mere dignity of rank or office. Were 
fuch d#in#ipu^ always or ev^n generally, 
obtained *jn, cpnfequ.en,cf of uncpjnpppn; 
r^eritf^hfy would indeed confer feonouip o$ 
the, character. But, in the prefent ftate of 

'fociety, 
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ftodfy, ft fc tee> *e!f fcfltffctt that thi* is 9*$*t 
ntftt the «*fc> Thtey ate ioftefr the conite 
<pite**d df { fcirfli Wlcwfc. ! They are fomd- 
times file ftttif of nWre Attendance and 
aflkhrity. They may be«t3ie redompeneft 
<rf Hatife#y, v&fefifity, atttfiftfrigtiev and 
fb be eenjefned -\rtth nieahfleifr and baffc- 
heftbfehataCter. Tdpferfcnisrgttcetlwitli 
abWe birtK^ or placed fhhfgti ftationsr, 
ranch infernal honour is dtncf 1 This h 
what the iubordingt ion of fcfcfity n^cefli- 
rfly requires ; and what every godd mech- 
ber of it will chearfally jHfcldf. But how 
often has it happened that filth perfons, 
when externally refpe&ed, art, rtevferthe- 
lefs, defpifed By men in their hearts V nay, 
fbmetimes execrated by the public ? Their 
elevation, if they have been unworthy of 
it, is fo far frdrri procuring them true ho- 
nour, that it only renders their infigriifi- 
cancc, perhaps their infamy, more oonipi- 
cuous. By drawing attention to their con- 
duit, it difcovers in the mbft • glaring' light 
how littFe they deferved the ftation which 
they poflefi. 

' I MUST 
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8 On the ^ru^Hmourof Max 

se*i^ I must ncxtQ^icrve, jtiufttfe proper hot 
1 vypr pf ma^wfe^ not from f&n&oi |hn& 
fg^pwlid^iajpjj^and frbttiticft;#l$wh t#cto 
fcigh, admiration. , Gourigcirod proweffc 
military renown,, fignal .vineries and jeorj? 
quefts* may; render the, nam^of a maf* for 

pious, witho^^ca^ 1 !^® hi^Wfwacirjttvt 
}y hopourabjta -To tpany brav^ men/ to 
many heroe$ renowned in ftory , , ; we, look 
up with! wonder. ^Theip exploit* arc re* 
corded. Thpi* praifes are fung. ^hey^tand 
as on an eminence above the reft of man- 
kind. Their eminence, ne yerthelefs, ,may 
not be of that fort before which we -bow 
\yjth inward efteem and refpeft* Some-, 
thiqg.more is wanted for that purpofe, than 
the conquering arm, and the intrepid mind. 
The laurels of .the warrior rauft at all times 
be dyed in Wood, and bedewed with the 
tears of the widow and the orphan. But 
if they have been ftained by rapine and in- 
humanity ; r if fordid avarice has marked his 
character ; or, low and.grofs fenfijality has 
' degraded his life^ the great hero links into 
a little man. What at a diftancc, or on a 

fuperficial 
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On the Trwe Hotum* rf Mm. c9 

fuperficial view, we admired, becomes; sfeRM, 
mean, perhaps odious, .when we examine u ,. §m 
it more clofely. It is like the Coloffll fta* 
ttfe, whofc immemfe ffi&e ftruck lhe»fpec- 
tator afar &ff with aftonfthment ; but when 
nflafrly viewed, itappeared difpropdrtkwied* 
unfhapelyv and rude. ' : 

" Obferv^tions of the fame kind may bq 
applied tQ all the reputation derived from 
civil accomplifhments 5 from the refined 
politics of the ftatefman ; ,or, the literary 
efforts of genius and erudition. Thefe be- 
^pw/^.apd^ within certain bounds, ought 
to ; beftpw,, eminence and diftin&ion on 
men. They, difcover talents which in them- 
feives are (hiningi and which become high" 
ly .valuable, when employed in advancing 
the good of mankind. Hence, they fre- 
quently give rife to fame. But a diftino 
tipn is to be made between fame and true 
honour. The forjner is a loud and noify 
applaufe : The latter, a more filcnt and in* 
ternal homage. Fame floats on the breath 
pf the multitude : honour refts on the 
judgment of the thinking. Fame may 

give 
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s *f Wr gpwpmife- while it. withhold* eftecnr: 
*FmcJionour implies efteamr cpirtgied with 
Fcfped, The cwie regards particular di&in« 
gmiflied talent* t the other looks up to fcbd 
whole chancer. Hence the ftafcAua, the 
orsitof , or the poet, may be famew ; while 
yet the man himfelf.is.fer^fi»wnt!?eiiig he* 
noured. , W,e en vy his abilities. We wHh 
to rival theip, But we woijld jiot cjiufe to 
\>e claSed.with him who ppflefled them. 
Inftanqes pf this fort sve too often found in 
ev^ry record of 'ancient or modem hiftory. 

From all this it follows, thaft in order to 
difcefa where man's true honour Kes, we 
muft look, not to any adventitious chrcum- 
ftanceof fortune; nottoanyfinglefparkling 
quality ; but to the whole of what forms 
a man - 9 what rrititles him, as fuch, to rank 
high among that clafe of beings to which 
he belongs ; in a word, we muft look to 
the mind and the foul. — A mind fuperior 
to fear, to feMfh intereft and corruption ; 
a mind governed by the principles of unf* 
form re&itude and integrity ; the fame hi 

. profperity 
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pnrfjttrity and adverfityj which no bribe SERM. 
can feduce, nor terror overawe j neitherby t ^.j 
pleafure meted into effeminacy, nor by 
dtflreft ftink (nto dejection j fuch is the 
mind which forms the diftin&ion and emi* 
nence of man. — One, who in no fitna- 
tim of life is either a<bamsd or afraid of 
4ifoh*T$ng his duty, and afting his proper 
port with fotonefe and conftaney ; true to 
the God whom he worthies, and true to 
the f?ka in which he profeffes to believe ; 
faU of afie&ion Jo his brethren of man- 
If i^d ; fskhffi} to his friends, generous to 
hi? enemies, warm wkh compaflion to th© 
unfortunate j fblf>denying to little private 
intcrefts andple^fures, but sealous for pub- 
He intereft aqd happinefs ; roagnanimon9, 
V?kh<Mit being proud; huiqble, without be- 
ing mean ; juft, without being hard**, Am- 
ple in his manners, but manly in his feel- 
ing? -, pn wfa>& word yo» can entirely re- 
ly j who&opiintenaBee ©eve* dfieti ves you> 
whofc pK^bgiQBA of kindneft ar$ the eflfu* 
fio»? of his t*wrfc one, in ftflfo whom in^ 
dependent of any views of advantage, you 

would 
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I..: 



as a friend, and could love as a brother : 
— This if, the roan, whoni in; your hearty 
afeov« all^tt«wi. ydu do, yo& ;muft; hen 

ttCXWi. , ;r: - ...";. . '' :.. .: ; : .[ .' "- ; ":.-! 
- •■ •. .n; : .v - . '": '. •' * *" 

Such asfcara&er, imperffc&ly as it featf 
now beeni drawn, ail muft acknowledge to 
be formed ibtely by the influenc* bf-fteadyf 
religion and virtue. It is the effe& of prin- 
ciples which, operating on qonfeiencie, de~> 
tear mine it r uniformly to purfue wbatjoever^ 

. things are true, vebatfower things are honeftl 
whatever things artjuftf wbatfoever things 
are pure i ivhatfoeyer things are lovely, what* 

Jbever things are of good report, if tbfre be- 
any vintm, and if (here be any praife*. %f 
thefe means, wifdom, as the text affertsy 
bringeth us to honour. 

In confirmation of this do&rine it is to 
be obferved, that the hdnour which man 
acquires by religion and virtue is more in- 
dependent, and more complete, than what 

• Philip, i?. «♦ : ' ' 

can 
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can be acquired* by any other means. It is SRRM. 
inddpeiKtdo* of any tiling foreign or exter- w^-*' 
tad. It is not partial, hot entire refped^ 
which it procures. Wherever fortune is 
concerned, it is* the fhrtion or rank which 
commands opr deference. Where fome flii- 
nhagjquality attracts admiration, it is only 
to a part o£thtf eharader that we pay ho- 
mage. But when a perfon is diftiriguiflied 
for eminent worth and goodnefs, it is the 
man, the whole man, whom we rcfped. 
The honour which he poffefie&is intrinfic: 
Place him in any fituatioh of life, even an 
obfcure.one^ let room only be 'given for 
his virtues to come forth and fliow them- 
fcivca, and you will revere him * as a pri- 
vate citizen^ or as the father of * family* 
It in higher life he appear more ilitrftrious, 
this is not owing merely to the refpc&crea- 
ted by rank. It is, becaufe there a nobler 
fpereof adion is opened to him $ becaufe 
his virtues are brought forth into more ex- 
tended exertion $ and placed in fuch con- 
fpicuous view, that he appears to grace 
and adorn the ftation which he fills- Even 

in 
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in the filcnoe 0£retitcmtitt> or in the re* 
treat of oW age;* fuck a matt finite not in* 
to forgotten obfctrrity. H* vemc/bbettd 
virtue&centinue to behonouredy wfecri thbk 
a&ive exertion? a»e Oyer s and to the kfi 
ftage of life hft U followed by public eftoem 
and refpeft. Whereas; ifgennine worth 
be wanting, thes^laufe whi^maytba^e 
attended * mart fctf * while* fey degrees dies 
away. Though, far a part of iris life, fad 
haddaaraled the world, tWs feas <IK*ing to 
his deficiency m the efTefctidi quanta* hav- 
ing not been fufpe&cd* As ibon a$ : did 
*H*poftuie is dtfoovered, the falling ftw 
finkd in d^ksne&^There i& therefore d 
ftetndacdof independent, intriittra wotitH 
to tffhfcb 1W? mtifl bring iorther end what* 
everctakH6 to be bonourabk amcteg meiii 
By this we roulb meafurchit ; iand it walkafc 
waya be found, that nothing. -fat wttabt* 
efiefttiad to moo* hafe poworfoooitf mand tfctf 
se£pe& of man's heart* 

k is to h& farther obferved, that thtt 
vimverfal confer* t <tf mankind hi honouring 

real 
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jroalirfrtgfii if fiMBcient to ihow what the s ^^ 
gmmine iefefe of iramaa nature is on tbia wy^ 
fttbje& JULntther claiaaa.df famou* ate 
ambulatory a»d changeable: -The degrdea 
of rdpeH paidrtoextcrnal fliatiatts vary with 
forcfim ctf gomjrmnent, and fashions of the 
tituds* QjteKties which ixk one country we 
highly feotouwd, in aa©fcb*r are lightly 
cftcsramh Nay, what in fcrtne regions of 
the earth tHftirigniihcsa man above others, 
might ckfiwriwrb crpofe htrofo contempt off 
riditiaie. fiat wherr was over the natinii 
oo the ftuw xrflt^ giofa^ w^ 
ncnirvnbtemitfbtd worthy tma&fScd piety i 
ftcckfaft, btanane, and regular riituc^Td 
wimm wcrcr altars ere&ed in the Heathen 
wftckt tat te tho& who hythdr merits <t«l 
heroic labours, by their invention of ttfeftrf 
arts, or by fome fignal ads of beneficence 
to «thek country, or te Mnkmdy were 
fby nd*Wdrt?hjr v in their opinion , to be tranf- 
ftfreS frtm fcftiong men, and added to the 
number of the gods ?— E^n the coun- 
terfeited appearances of virtue, which aJfff 
fo often foofld in? the Wctfld, atfe teftirt*©^ 

nies 
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1 6 On ihe^rue Honour of Man. * 

nies to its praife. The Hypocrite knows 
that, without affirming the garb of virtue, 
every other advantage he can poffefs is in* 
fufficient to procure him efteem. Interfe- 
rence of intereft, ior perverlity of difpofi- 
tion, may occafionally lead individuals to 
oppofe, even to hate, the upright and th* 
good. But however the chaia&ert of fuck 
perfons may be miftaken, or mifrdprefent- 
ed, yet, as far as they are acknowledged to 
be virtuous, the profligate dare not traduce 
them. Genuine virtue has a language that 
fpeajcsito every heart throughout the workL 
It is a language which is underftbod by all; 
In every region v every clime, the homage 
paid to it isxhe fame. Inoo one fenti* 

ment were ever, mankind more generally 
agreed. 

Finally, the honour acquired by reli- 
gion and virtue is honour divine and im- 
mortal. It is honour, not in the eftima- 
tion of men enly, but in the fightof God * 
whofe. judgment ifcthe ftandard of truth 
and right i whofe approbation confers a 

crown 
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crown of glory that fadetb net awty. All SERM. 
the honour wc can gain among men is li- L 
mited and confined. Its circle is narrow. 
Its duration is (hort and tranfitory. But 
tl\e honour which i9 founded on true good 
»efe t accompanies us through tke whole 
jprogrefs of our exiftencc. It enters with 
man into a future ftate* and continues to 
brighten throughout eternal ages. What 
procured him refped on earth, lhall ren- 
der him eftimable among the great affem- 
bly of angels, and ffririts ofjuft men made 
perfe0 ; where, we are aflured, they who 
have been eminent in rightebufnefs fhall 
Jhine as the brigbtnefs of the firmament > and 
ss the ftars for ever and ever*.— Earthly 
honours are both (hort lived in their con- 
tinuance, and, while they laft, tarnifhed 
with fpots and ftains. On fome quarter 
or other, their brightnefs is obfcured; thei 
exaltation is humbled. But the honour 
which proceeds from God, and virtue, is 
unmixed and pure. It is a lultre which is 

• Daniel xii. 3. 

Vol III. » C derived 
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SE&M.; derive^ from heaven \ *tfd kii^eQ^4» in 



I 



fcripture, to the light of the mr*i*gi when 
the fun riftth * even a moaning wiibwft ckiid* * 
to the light which fhineth more awl.mre unto 
the perfeSl day*. Whereas, the honours 
which thg world confers, refenjble$he feehte 
and twinkling flame of a, taper * which is 
pften clodded by the fmoke it fqnds forth \ 
is always waftiog* a*i fooa die? totally 
away v . • . ; . »..• .i • 

Let him, therefore, who retains any fenfe 
of human dignity j who feels within him 
that defire of honour which is congenial to 
man, afpire to the gratification of thj^paf* 
fion by methods which are worthy of his 
nature. \jt% him not reft on any of thofc 
external diftin&ions which vanity has con-r 
trived to introduce. Thefe can procure 
him no more than the femblance of ref- 
pe6h Let him not be flattered by the ap- 
plaufe which fome occafional difplay of 
abilities may have gained him. That ap- 

* i Sam. xsiii, 4. ; Pro». iv. iS. 

p&ufe 
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p&ufe m&f be mingled with contempt, serm. 
Jvet biai Iwk to what will dignify hi? '• 
cfearafiet a$, a man* Let him cultivate 
thofe mowX qualities which all men in 
their hearts Tefpe&. Wiffaw fhallthen^/^ 
tf- Mr i&^ #* ornament ofgraw ; 1 L mw& 
tf glory Jballjhe deliver tp bim. This is an 
honour to which all may afpire. It is a 
prize, for which jevery one, whether of 
high or low rank may contend. It is ak 
ways in his power fo to diftinguifh him- 
felf by worthy and virtuous conduct, as to 
command the refpeft of thofe around him * 
and, what is higheft of all, to obtain prailf 
and honour from God. 

Let no one imagine that in the reli- 
gious part of this character; there i6 any 
thing which, cafts over it a gloomy (hade, 
or derogates from that efteem which men 
are generally difpofed to yield to exemplary 
virtues. Falfe ideas may be entertained of 
religion; as falfe and imperfect conceptions 
of virtue have often prevailed in the world 
But to true reKgion there belongs no ful- 
C 2 . , len 
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len gloom ; no melancholy auft&rity, tend- 
ing to withdraw men from human fociety, 
or to diminish the exertions of adtiye vir- 
tue. On the contrary, the religious prin- 
ciple, rightly underftood, not only unites 
with all fuch virues, but fupports, forti- 
fies, and confirms them. It is fo far from 
obfcuring the luftre of achara&er, that it 
heightens and ennobles it. It adds to all 
the moral virtues a venerable and autho- 
ritative dignity. It renders the virtuous 
chara&er more auguft. To the decorations 
of a palace, it joins the majefty of a tem- 
ple. 

He who divides religion from virtue, 
underftands neither the one, nor the other. 
It is the union of the two which confu in- 
mates the human chara&er and ftate. It 
is their union which has diftinguifh^d thofe 
great and illuftrious men, who have fhone 
with fo much honour in former ages; and 
whofe memory lives in the remembrance 
of fucceeding generations. It is their 
unibn which forms that wifdom which is 
from above -, that wifdom to which the text 

afcribes 
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afcribes fuch high effeds ; and to which SERM. 
belongs the fublime encomium given of it w ^_ ^j 
by an author of one of the apocryphal 
books of Scripture ; with whofe beautiful 
and emphatical expreffions I conclude this 
difcourfe. The memorial of virtue is immor* 
taL It is known with God, and with men. 
When it is prefent, men take example at it \ 
and when it is gone, they defire it. It wear- 
etb a crown, and triumpbetb for ever ; hav- 
ing gotten tbevi&ory, firming for undeflled 
rewards. Wifdom is the breath of the power 
of God \ and a pure influence flowing from the 
gldry of the Almighty. Therefore can no de- 
filed thing fall into her. She is the bright- 
nefs of the everlafting light \ the unfpotted 
mirror of the power of God\ and tb$ image 
of bis goodnefs. Remaining in berfelf Jhe 
maketb all things new ; and in all ages, en- 
tering into holy fouls, Jhe maketb them friends 
of God, and prophets : For God loveth none 
but him that dwelleth with wifdom. She is 
more beautiful than the fun ; and above all the 
order of the flars. Being compared with light 
Jhe is found before it*. 

* Wifdom of Solomon, Wfi. 3 — vii. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 
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Ot\ Sensibility. 
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LOMANS, Xll. 15. 



Rejoict with them that do rejoice, . and weep 
with them fhat'wtip. 

THE Amiable fpirit of our holy reli- 
gion appears in nothing more thariin 
the cafe it hath taken to enforce on men 
the focial duties of life. This is one of thfc 
cleareft chara&eriftics of Us being a reli- 
gion whofe origin is divine: For every doc- 
trine which proceeds from the Father of 
mercies will undoubtedly breathe beneva- 
lence and humanity. This is the fcope of 
the two exhortations in the text, to rejoice 
- with them that rejoice^ qndtb is>eep with them 

. that 
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that nveep ; tbc <me calculated to promote Sfi-Rty. 
the happmdfe, the other, to alleviate the v^^, 
forrows of our fUlowt-cneatures 5 both can* 
cunning to form that temper which interefts 
us in the concerns of otu: farethren ; which 
difpofes us to feel along with them, to taks 
part in their joys/ and in their forrows. 
This temper is known by the flame of Sen*- 
Ability* a word, which in modern times 
we hear in the mouth of every o«e j a qua- 
lity, which every one afi&fc to poilefs * iii 
itfeif, a mioft amiable and worthy difpofi- 
lion of mind; but often miftakefi and abuf- 
e dj employed as a cover, fometimes, to 
capricious humour ; foftietimes, tofelfifo 
pafliofts. I ihail endeavour to explain the 
nature eff true fenfibility. I fhali confider 
its effects : and after (howing its advan- 
tages, ihali point out the abuies, and mkf* 
taken fowns *)f this virtue. 

The original oonftitution of" our nature 
with ttfpeGt to th# 'ifiittureof felfifli and 
fecial affections, difcovers in this, as in eve- 
ry other part of our frame, profound and 

admirable 
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admirable wifiiom. Each individual is, bv 
his Creator, committed particularly to him- 
felfi and his own care. He has it more in 
his power to promote his own welfare, than 
any other perfon can poffiblyhave to pro- 
mote it. It was therefore fit* it was necef- 
fary, thatineach individual felf-love ihould 
be the ftrongeft and moft adtive inftin£L 
This, felf-love, if he had beei^ a being who 
ftood folitary and. alone, might have pro- 
ved fufHcient for the purpofe both of his 
prefervation, and his welfare. But fuch is 
rtot the Situation of man. He is mixed 
among multifud.es of the fame nature. In 
thefe multitudes, the felf-love of one man* 
or attention to his particular intereft, en- 
countering the felf-love t ajid the interefts of 
another, could npt but produce frequent 
opposition, and innumerable mifcfriefs, It 
was neceflary, therefore, to prpvidefa coun- 
terbalance to this part of his nature ; which 
is accordingly done, by implanting, in him 
thofe focial and benevo^ftt inftin&s which 
Jead him in fome meafure out of himfelf, to 
follow {he intereft of others.. The Strength 

of 
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ofthcfbfoeialinfttedsi^ in general, pre* serm. 
portioned to their importance in human 
life. Hence that degree of fenfibiiity which 
prompts us to weep with them that weep, is 
ftfongcr; than that which prompts ifs to re~ 
joke with them that rejoice - 9 for this reafon, 
that the unhappy ftand nfore in need of 
our fellow-feeling and affiftance than the 
prosperous. Still however it was requifite, 
that in each individual the quantity of fdf- 
love fhould remain in a large proportion, 
on account of its importance to the prefefc* 
vation pf his life and well-being. But as the 
quantity requifite for this purpofe is apt 
both to ingrofs his attentidn, and to carry 
him into criminal exceffes, the perfe&ion of . 
his nature is meafured by the due counter- 
poife of thofe focial principles which, tern* 
pering the force of rfie felfifh afFe&ion, 
render man equally tifeful to himfelf, and 
to thofe with whom he is joined in fociety. 
llence the ufe and the vahieof that fenfi- 
biiity of which we now treat. 

°That it conftitutes an eflential part of a 

religious 
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S % r.m.: . religious daarafter* there can be Sfco.itoljtfc, 
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Not only are the words of the* text e&p&fe 
to this pttfpofe, but the whojc! jNsw tTeftlt* 
meat abounds with.paff»g©s which Jftnjma 
the cufti vatkxa of this difpofi tioifi,. . Beiag 
attombedfr vnd,menihrsi^ s ^ mother^ wd 
are commanded to kv? our neighbour m*ut+ 
feif; tohokr&try mdn notaubh cmn things 
» oniy^ but vrt tbofe of ethers dljb y to be pitiful* 
to be courteous, to be tenfer-tetYttdi to bear 
on* another s burdens , dndfo U fulfil the Ja& 
of Chrift*. The difpofitiofts opposite ,to 
fenfibiiit'y are, crpelty* ;ha#fcg& o£4tfarV 
ton traded attachment to Worldly inter^fts* 
which every one; will acktaif to be direlStfy 
oppofite to the Chriftian character. Accord 
ding to the different degfceesof conffctutio- 
nal warmth in men's affe&ions, fen Ability 
may* even wnong tfee virtuous, prevail in 
different proportions. For all derive not * 
from nature the fame happy delicacy, and 
tendernefs of feeling. Wit)} fone» the heat 

. . /_ melts* 

• Luke, x. 27. •, Philip, ii.j 4, 1 Peter, Hi, 8. •, Ephcf. iy. 23. ; 

fc»frt.vj. *. \ - • • " 
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lttfeltfe, and t cleats, in kind emotions, much sfcRM, 
lhwe eafily than with others* But with IL 
every one who afpires to the chara&er bf k 
good man, it is neceffary that the humane 
and Gompaffionate difpofitions fhould be 
found- There muft be that within him 
which fhall form him to feel in fomedegree 
with the heart of a brother ; anfl when he 
beholds others enjoying happinefs, or fees 
tfctth funk in forrow* (hall bring his a£- 
fe$idns to accord, and, if we may fpeak 
ib, to found a note unifon to theirs. This 
ifev to rej&te <tokb ibem that rejoice* and 
to toeep with them that weep* How much 
this temper belongs to the perfe&ion of 
out riiaturd, we lfeAm from Ofte who exhi- 
bited tftet pfe*&&ion in it* higheft degree. 
When oxk Lofrd jfefus, on *i certain occa- 
fioft, came to the grave of a beloved friend, 
and faw hi* relations mourning aroundit, 
hfc preieAtly caught the impreflion of their 
forrow; be groaned in jptrit, and was trou- 
bled. He knew that he was about to re- 
move the caufe of their diftrefs, by re- 
calling Lazarus to life : , Yet, in the mo- 
ment 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 On Senjibilitys 

S E RM.: ment of grief, his heart fy mpathifed with 
IIe theirs; and, together with the: weeping 
friends, Jefus wept*. 

Let us next proceed to conlider theef- 
fed of this virtuous fenfibility on our cha- 
ra&er, and our ftate. I (hall confident in 
two views : its influence on our moral con- 
dud, and its influence on our happinefs. 

First, it powerfully influences theproper 
difcharge of all ^he relative and focial du- 
ties of life. Without fome difcharge of 
thofe duties there could be no comfort or 
fecurity in human fociety. Men would 
become hordes of favages, perpetually ha- 
raffing one another. In ode way or other, 
therefore, the great duties of locial life mu ft 
be performed* There muft be among man- 
kind fome reciprocal co-operation and aid. 
In this, all confent. But let us obferve, 
that thefe duties may be performed from 
different principles, and in different ways. 
Sometimes they are perform6d merely from 



*Joho, u. 35. 
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decency and regard to charader* fbme- SERM. 
times from fear, and even from felfiflinefs, 
which obliges men to fhow kindnefs, in or- 
der that they may receive returns of it. In 
fuch cafes, th,e exterior of fair behaviour 
may be preferved. But all will admit, that 
when from conftraint only, the offices of 
feeming kindnefs are performed, little de- 
jjfendance can be placed on them, and little 
value allowed to them. 

By others, thefe offices are difcharged 
folely from a principle or duty. They are 
men of cold affedions, and perhaps of an 
interefted charader. But, overawed by a 
fenfe of religion, and convinced that they 
are bound to be beneficent, they fulfil the 
courfe of relative duties with regular tenor. 
Such men ad from confeience and prin- 
ciple. So far they do well, and are wor- 
thy of praife. They affift their friends ; 
they give to the poor 5 they do juftice to 
all. But what a different complexion is 
given to the fafine adions, how much high- 
er flavour do they acquire, when they flow 
from the fenfibility of a feeling heart ? If 

one 
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SERM. one be not moved by afte&roft* ev$n fup* 
^ n *^ pofing him influenced by principle, he 
will go no farther than ftrift principle 
appears to require. He will advance flow-* 
iy, and relu&antly. As it is jqftice, not 
generofity, which impells him* lie will of- 
ten feel as a tafk what he is acquired by 
confeience to perform. Whereaa, to him 
who is prompted by virtuous fenfibiiity k 
every office of beneficence and humanity 
is a pleafure. He gives, affifts, and relieves, 
not merely bec&ife he is bound to do fo, 
but becaufe if would be painful for him 
to refrain. Hence, the fmalJeft benefit he 
confers rifes in its value, on account of its 
carrying the afFe&ion of the giver imprelT- 
ed upon the gift. It fpeaks his heart j and 
the difcovery of the heart is very frequent- 
ly of greater con'fequence than all that li- 
berality can beftow. How. often will the 
afFe&ionate fmile of approbation gladden 
the humble, and raife the deje&ed ? How 
often will the. look of tender fympathy* or 
the tear that involuntary falls, impart con- 
folation to the unhappy ? By means of this 

correlpojadence 
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ties which we owe to one another are both v-v-— ' 
performed to more advantage, and endcar- 
jod in the performance. Frofti true fen Abi- 
lity flow a thoufand good offices, apparent- 
ly fmall in the«rfelves, but of high impor- 
tance to the felicity of others * offices which 
altogether cfcape thebbfervationofthecold 
and unfeeling, iffho by the hardnefs of 
their manner, render themfel yes u namiable 
even /when they mean ta do good.-— How 
happy then would it be for mankind, ifthis 
afft&ionate difjpofition prevailed more ge- 
nerally in* the world! How much would 
the fun* of public virtue and public felicity 
be increafed, if men were always inclined 
to rejtice with tt*m that rejoice, and to %r weep 
with them that weQ f 

But, befides the effed of fuch a temper 
on general virtue and happinefs, let us con- 
fider its effedt on the happinefs of him who 
pofleffes it, and the various pleafures to 
which it gives him accefs. If he be rnaf- 
ter of riches or influence, it afford* him 

, the / 
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the means of ipcreafing. \m »awo enjoys 
ment, by reliving the wants, or increa-t 
fing the comforts of others. If- he com- 
mand not th^Te- advantages, yet ail the 
comforts which he fees in the poffeffion'Off 
the defer ving become in feme fort his, ?by 
his rejoicing in the good which they enjoy* 
Even the face of nature yields, a fatisfajc- 
tion to him which the infenfible can never 
know. The profusion of goodnefs which 
he beholds poured forth on the univerfe, 
dilates his heart with the thought that in- 
numerable multitudes around him are bleft 
and happy. When he fees the labours of 
men appearing to profper, and views a 
country flourifhing in wealth and indus- 
try ,• when he beholds the fpriag coming 
forth in its beauty, and reviving the de- 
cayed face of nature ; or in autumn be- 
holds the fields loaded with plenty, and 
the year crowned with all its fruits* he lifts 
his affe&ions with gratitude to the great 
Father of all, and rejoices in the general 
felicity and joy. 

It may indeed be obje&ed that the fan^e 

fenfibility 



Digitized by 



Google 



On Senjibility, 33 

fenfibility lays open the heart to be pierc- SERML 
ed with many wounds from the diftreffes u-y^-» 
which abound in the world; expofes us to 
frequent fufferings from the participation 
which it communicates of the forrows, as 
well as of the joys ^f friendftiip. • But let 
it beconfidered, that the tender melancho- 
lyof fympathy is accompanied with a fen- 
fation, which they who feel it would not 
exchange for the gratifications of the fel- 
fifli. When the heart is ftrongly moved 
by any of the kind afFe&ions, even when 
it pours itfelf forth in virtuous forrow, a 
fecret attractive charm mingles with the 
painful emotion; there is a joy in the 
midft of grief. Let it be farther confider- 
ed, that the griefs which fenfibility intro- 
duces are counterbalanced by pleafures 
which flow from the fame fource. Senfibi- 
lity heightens in general the human powers 
and is connected with acutenefs in all 
our feelings. If it makes us more alive to 
fome painful fenfations, in return, it ren- 
ders the pleafing ones more vivid and 
animated. The felfifh man languifties in s 
Vol. III. D • his 
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s E R M. k* s narrow circle of pleasures. They are 
U. Confined to what afifedte his own interefh 
He is obliged to repeat the fame gratifica- 
tions, till they become infipid. But the 
man of virtuous fcnfibility moves in a wi* 
der fphere of felicity. His powers are much 
more frequently called forth into occupa- 
tions of plcafing a&iyity, Numberlefs oc* 
cafions open to him of. indulging his fa* 
vourite tafte, by conveying fattsfa<3km to 
others. Often it is in his power, in one way 
pr other, to footh the afBi&ed heart ; to 
carry fome confojiation into, the houfe of 
woe* In the fcenes of ordinary life, in the 
domeftic and focial intercourfes of men, 
the cordiality of his affe&ions chears and 
gladdens him. Every appearance* every 
defcription of innocent happmefs, is enjoy- 
ed by him. Every native expreflion of 
kindnefs and afFe&ion among others is felt 
by htfn, even though he be not the objc& 
of it. Among. a circle of friends, enjoying 
one another, he is as happy as the happieft. 
In a itford, he lives in a different fort of 
world from what thefelfiih.man inhabits. 

.He 
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lie poffeflfes a new fen fe; which enables serm. 
him to behold bbje&s which the felfitfi ^J^ 
cannot fee. At the fame time* his enjoy- 
mentsare not of that kind which remain 
merely on the furface of the in hid. They 
penetrate the heart. They enlarge and 
elevate, they refine and ennoble it. To all 
the pleating emotions of affedion, they add 
the dignified confeioufnefs of virtue- 
Children of men ! Men formed by nature 
to live and to feel as brethren ! How long 
will ye continue toeftrangeyourfelvesfrom 
one another by competitions and jealou- 
fies, when in cordial union ye might be fo 
much more bleft ? How long will ye feek 
your happinefs in felfifh gratifications 
alone, negle&ing thofe purer and better 
•foiarces of joy, which flow from the affec- 
tion* of the heart ? 

• Having now explained the nature, and, 
fliown the value and high advantages of 
. t 4 rue fenfibility, I proceed to point out fome 
of the miftaken forms, and abufes of this 
yirtue.— In modern times, the chief im- 
D 2 provement 
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provcmcnt of which wc have to boaft, is 3 
fenfe of humanity. This, ncftwithftanding 
the fclfxfhnefs that ftill prevails, is the fa- 
vourite and diftinguifhing virtue of the age* 
On general manners, and oh feveral depart- 
iiients of fociety, it has had confiderable, 
influence. It has abated the fpirit of per- 
secution : It has even tempered the horrors 
of war; and man is now more afhamed than 
he was in fome former ages, of acting as a 
favage to man. Hence, lenfibility is be- 
come fo reputable a quality, that the ap- 
pearance of it is frequently afiumed when 
the reality is wanting. Softhefs of man- 
ners muft not be miftaken for true fenfi- 
bility. Senfibility indeed tends to produce 
gentienefs in behaviour ; and when fuch 
behaviour flows from native afiedion, it is 
valuable and amiable. But the exterior 
manner alone may be learned in the fchool 
of the world* and often, too often, is found 
to cover much unfeeling hardnefs of heart. 
Profeffions of fenfibility on every trifling 
occafion, joined with the appearance of ex- 
ccflive foffnefc,, and a profufion of fen- 
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timental language, afford always much 
ground for diftruft. They create the fuf- 
picien of a ftudied charadter. Frequently, 
under a negligent and feeniingly rough 
manner, there lies a tender arid feeling 
heart. Manlinefs and fenfibility are fo far 
from being incompatible, that the truly 
brave are, for the moft part, generous and 
humane ; while the foft and effeminate are 
hardly capable of any vigorous exertion of 
affe&ion. 

As fenfibility fuppofes delicacy of feel-^ 
ing with refpfedi to others, they who af- 
fect the higheft fenfibility are apt to carry 
this delicacy to excefs. They are, perhaps, 
not incapable of the warmth of difintereft- 
ed friendfhip ; but they are become fo re- 
fined ifi all their fenfations ; they enter- 
tain fuch high notions of what ought to 
correfpond in the feelings of others to their 
own 5 they are fo mightily hurt by every 
thing which comes not up to their ideal 
(feindard of reciprocal affe&ion, as to pro- 
duce difquiet and uneafinefs to all with 
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whom they are conne&ed. Hence, unjuft 
fufpicions of their friends; hence, ground* 
lefs upbraidings, ?tnd complaints of un« 
kindnefs; hence, a pronenefs to take vio- * 
lent offence at trifles. In confequencc fcf 
examining their friends with. a micrafco-. 
pic eye, what to an ordinary obfervcr 
would not be unpleafing, to them is grat- 
ing and difgufting. Afthe bottom of the 
chara&er of futch perfons there always lie 
much pride, and attention to themfelves. 
This is indeed a falfe fpecies of fenfibility. 
It is the fubftitjitron of a capricious and 
irritable delicacy, in the room of that plain 
and native tendernefs of heart, which 
prompts men to view others with indul* 
gent eye, and to make great allowances for 
the imperfe&ions which are fomctrmes ad- 
herent to the moft amiable qualities. 

There are others who affed not fenfi- 
bility to this extreme, but who found 
high claims to themfelves upon the degree 
of intereft which they take in the concerns 
of others. Although their fenfibility ,can 
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produce no benefit to the perfon who is SERM. 
its obje&, they always conceive that it in- k~~X* 
titles themfelves to fome profitable returns. 
Thefe, often, are perfons of refined and art- 
ful charadcr; who partly deceive them- 
felves, and partly employ their fenfibility 
as a cover to intereft. He who adts from 
genuine affection, when he is feeling along 
with others m their joy? or forrows, thinks 
not of any recompence to which this gives 
him a title. He follows the impulfe of his 
heart. He obeys the di&atesof his nature* 
juft as the vine by its nature produces 
fruit, and the fountain pours forts its 
ftreams. Wherever views of. intereft, apd 
profpedJsof return, mingle with the feel- 
ings of affedion, fenfibility. ads an imper- 
fect part, and intities us to fmall (hare of 
praife. 

But fuppofing it to be both complete 
and pure, I muft caution you againft reft- 
ingthe whole merit of ) r our chara&er on 
fenfibility alone. It is indeed a nappy con- 
ftitution of taind. It fits men for the pro- 
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SERM. per difchargc of many duties, and gives' 
s^^/ them accefs to many virtuous pleafures. 
It is requifite for our acceptance either 
-with God or man. ,' At the fame time, if 
it remain an inftin&ive feeling alone,: it 
will form no more than an imperfed cha- 
racter. Complete virtue is of a more exf- 
alted and dignified nature. It fuppofes 
fenfibility, good temper, and benevolent 
aftedions $ it includes them as effential 
parts ; but it reaches farther : It fuppofes 
them to be ftrengthened and confirmed by 
principle ; it requires them to be fupport- 
ed by juftice, temperance, fortitude, and 
all thofe other virtues which fcnable us to 
ad with propriety, in the trying fituations - 
of life. 

It is very poflible for a man to poffefs 
the kind afFedions in a high degree, while 
at the fame time, he is carried away by 
paffion and pleafure into many criminal 
deeds. Almoft every .man values himfelf 
on pofleiling virtue in one or other of its 
forms. He wifhes to lay claim to fome 
quality which will render him eftimable 

in 
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iti hi* own eye, as well as in that of the sehm. 
public. Hence, it is common for many, t J 1 ^ a 
efpecially for thofe iA the higher claffes of ( 

life, to take much praife to themfelvcs on 
account of their fenfibility, though it be, in ^ 

truth, a fenfibility of very defe&i ve kind* 
They relent at the view of mifery when it is 
ftrongly fet before them. Often too, afFe&ed 
chiefly by the powers of defcriptiqn, it is at 
feigned and pr&ured diftrefs, more than at , 

real mifery, that they relent. The tears which 
they lhed upon t hefe occafions they confider 
asundoubtedproofsofvirtue. They applaud 
themfelves for the goodnefs of their hearts; 
and conclude, that with fuch feelings they 
cannot fail to be agreeable to Heaven. At * 
the fame time, thefe. tranfient relentings 
make flight impreflion on conduct They 
give rife to few, if any, good deeds; ai)d 
foon after fuch perlbn^have wept at fome 
tragical tale, they are ready to ftretch forth 
the hand of oppreflion, to grafp at the gain 
of irijuftice, or to plunge into the torrent 
of criminal pleafures. This fort of fenfi- 
bility affords no more than a fallacious 
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s E R M, claim to virtue, and gives men no.gr&und 

s j^i to think highly of themfelves. Wo tattfe 

J inquire not merely how they feel, but how 

their feelings prompt them to $&t y in order 

r to afcertain their real chara&et, , 

I shall conclude with obfefving, that 
fenfibility, when genuine and pure, has a 
ftrong connexion with £ietyV That warmtb 
of affe&ion, and tendernefsof heart, which 
lead men to feel for their brethren, and to 
enter into their joys and forrows, fhould 
naturally difpofe them to melt at the re* 
membrance of the divine goodnefs $ to 
glow with admiration of the divine ma- 
jefty ; to fend up the voice of praife and 
adoration to that Supreme Being who 
makes his creatures happy. He who pre- 
tends to great fenfibility towards men, and 
yet has no feeling for the high objp&s of 
• religion, no heaii to admire and adore the 
great Father of the univerfe, has reafon to 
diftruft the truth and delicacy of his fenfi- 
bility. He has reafon to fufpeft, that in* 
fome. corner of his heart there lodges a fe- 
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crct depravity, an unnatural hardnefs and serm. 
calloufncfs, which vitiates his chara&er. lI# 
— Let us fhidy to join all the parts of 
virtue in proper union f to be confiftently 
and uniformly good ; juft and upright, as 
well as pitiful and courteous ; pious, as 
well as fympathifing. Let us pray to him 
who made the heart, that he would fill it 
with all proper difpofitions ; redify all its 
errors ; and render it the happy abode of 
perfonal integrity and focial tendernefs, of 
purity, benevolence, and devotion. 
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On the Improvement of Time. 



Genesis, xlvii. 8. 



And Pharaoh f aid unto Jacob y How old art 
thou ? 



SERM. f ■ AIME is of fo great importance toman- 
«—^ > JL kind, that it cannot too often employ 
religious meditation. There is nothing in 
the managementof which wifdom is more 
requifite, or where mankind difplay their 
inconfiftency more. In its particular par- 
cels, they appear entirely carelefs of it $ and 
throw it away with thoughtlefs profufion. 
But, when colleded into fome of its great 
portions, and viewed as the meafure of 
their continuance in life, they become fen- 

fiblo 
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« 
fibfeof its value, and begin to regard it SERM. 

with a ferious eye. While day after day is l L 
wafted in a courfe of idlenfs or vicious 
pleafures, if fome incident fhall occur 
which leads the moft inconfiderate man to 
think of his age, or time of life ; how 
much of it is gone; at what period of it he 
is now arrived-, and to what proportion of 
it he can with any probability look for- 
ward, as yet to come; he can hardly avoid 
feeling fome fecret compun&ion, and re- 
fle<5ting ferioufly upon his ftate. Happy, 
if that virtuous impreflion were not of mo- 
mentary continuance, but retained its in- 
fluence amidft the fucceeding cares and 
pleafures of the world ! To the good old 
Patriarch mentioned in the text, we have 
reafon to believe that fuch impreffions 
were habitual. The queftion put to him 
by the Egyptian monarch produced, in his 
anfwer, fuch reflexions as were naturally 
fuited to his time of life- And Jacob faid 
unto Pharaoh \ the days of the years of my pit* 
' grimage are an hundred and thirty years : 
few and evil have the days of the years of my 

life 
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SERM. life beetle and have not attained unto the Hays 
Sm J^J of the years tf the life of my fathers^ in the 
days of their pilgrimage. But the peculiar 
circumftances of the Patriarch, or the num* 
ber of his years, are not to be the fubjeft 
of our prefent confideration. My purpofe 
is, to fhow how we fliould be affe&ed ia 
every period of human life, by refle&ion 
upon our age, whether we be young, or 
advanced in years ; in order. that the quef- 
tion, How old art thou ? may never be put 
f to any of us without fome good eflfe£L 

There^are three different portions of our 
life which fuch aqueftion naturally calls to 
view ; that part of it which is paft ? that 
which is now prefent ; and that to which 
'We fondly look forward, as future. Let 
us confider in what manner we ought to 
be affe&ed by attending to each of thefe. 

I. Let us review that part of our time 
which is paft. According to the progrefs 
which we have made in the journey of life, 
the field which paft years prefent to our re- 
view will be more or lefs extenfive; But 

to 
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to every one they will be found to afford 8E * M - 
fufficieht matter of humiliation and regret. \yv>j 
For where is the perfon, who having a&ed 
for any time in the world, \remembers not 
many errors, and many follies, in his part 
behaviour ? Who dares to fay, that he has 
improved, as he might have done, the va- 
rious advantages which were afforded him; . t 
and that he recalls nothing for which he 
has realbn either to grieve, or to blufh ? 
When we recoiled the feveralftages of life 
through which we have paffed -, the fucce£- 
five occupations in which we have been 
engaged, the defigns we have formed, and 
the hopes and fears which alternately have 
filled our breaft -, how barren for moft 
part is the remembrance ; and how few 
traces of any thing valuable or important 
remain ? Like chara&ers drawn on the 
fand, which the next wave walhes totally 
away, fo one trivial fuccefiion of events 
has effaced the memory of the preceding ; 
and though we have feemed all along to 
be bufy, yet for much of what we have 
afted, we are neither wifer nor better thar* 
* if 
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?. SERM. if fuch a6Hons had never beenl Hence, let 
in 
s^r^j the retrofped of what is paft produce, as its 

firft effed, humiliation in our own eyes, 
' and abafement before God. Much do hu- 

man pride and felf complacency require 
fome corre&ion -> and that corre&ion is ne- 
ver more effectually adminiftered, than by 
an impartial and ferious review of former 
- life. 

But though pall time be gone, we arc 
^ not to cpnfider it as irredeemably loft. To 

r a very profitable purpofe it may yet be ap- 

plied, if we lay hold of it while>it remains in 
remembrance, and oblige it to contribute to 
future improvement- If you have gained 
nothing more by the years that are paft 
you have at leaft gained experience ; and 
experience is the mother of wifdom. You 
'I have feen the weak parts of your chara&erj 
and may have difcoveredthechieffourcesof 
your mifcondud. To thefe let your atten- 
tion hi diredted ; on thefe, let the proper 
guards be fet % If you have trifled long, 
refolve to trifle no more. If your pafljions 
, have often betrayed and degraded you,' 
ftudy how they may be kept, in future, 
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tinder better discipline.' Learn, at the fame s E R M. 

■ in 

time, never to truft prefumptttoufly in you* y ^-^j 

own wifHom. Humbly apply to the Au- 
thor of your being, and befeeeh his grace 
to guide you fafety through thofe flrppery 
and dangerous paths, in which experience 
has fhown that you are fo ready to err, and 
to fall, ' 

In reviewing paft life, it cannot but oc- 
cur, that many things now appear of in- 
considerable importance, which once occu- 
pied and attached us, in the higheft de- 
gree. Where are thofe keen competitions* 
thofe mortifying disappointments, thofe 
violent enmities, thofe eager purfuits,wbich 
y?Q once thought were to laft for ever, and 
on which we confidered our whole happi- 
nefs or'mjfery as fufpended ? We look 
back upon, them now,- as upon a. dream 
which has paffed away. None of thofe 
mighty confequences have followed which 
we had predi&ed. The ajry^fabric has va- 
niihed, and left no trace behind it; . We 
fmile at our former violence ; and wondet 
how fuch things could have ever appeared 

Vol, IIL E fo 
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SIR ML fb iignificant aad^reat We a*ay reft af 4 - 
ilL % fured t that what hath been, ftall again be. 
When time fhaJJl once have laid his lenient 
hand on the paffions and purfuits of the 
Jrefeat mcwaeni:, they tdtf fhatt lofe that 
imaginary vakie which heated fancy now 
befiow* upon thejft. Hence, let them al- 
ready begin to fubfide to their proper level. 
Let wifdom infufe a tin&ure of modera- 
tion into theeagerneis of conteft, by anti- 
cipating thdt pet-fad of coolnefs, whieh the 
hfpfe of time will, tffitfelf, certainly bring. 
— -When we look back on years that arc 
paft, how fwiftly do they appear to have 
fleeted away ? How infenfibly has one pe- 
riod of life fktUn upon us after andther,likef 
the fucceffive incidents in a tale that is 
told? Before we were aware, childhood had 
grown up inter youth ; youth had paffed 
into manhood; and manhood now, perhaps 
begins to affumc the grey hair, and to de- 
cline into old age. When we are carrrying 
our views forward, months and years to 
come feerii to ftretch through a long and 
extenfive fpace. But when the time fhall 

arriver 
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write of dur looking bach, th#y foall ap* SBRM. 
pear c<sttfa<aed within flatioW bourtdV. ^Jj; 
Time, when yet before m, tecm$koa& 
vance with flow and tytdy ft*J>s j no fo»n8f 
is it paft, thai! *Te difcefn its brings. 

It is a rpmarkable peculiarity in the re* 
trofpeft of former life, that it is commonly 
attended with fomemeafureof heavinef6:q£ 
heart. Even to the mofl profperous, the 
memory of joys that are paft is accompar* 
nied with fecret forrow* In the^daysof 
former years, many obje&s arife to view> 
which make the mo§ unthinking, grave; 
and render the ferious fad. The pleafur- 
able fcenes of youth, the obje&s on which 
our afledion9 had beeh early £ktced, the 
companions and friends With whofn we had 
fpent many happy days, even the place* 
and the occupations to which We had been 
long accuftomed, but to which We have 
now bid farewell, can hardly ever be re* 
called, without foftenittg, not* fometimes, 
without piercing, the heart. .Such fe&fa- 
tions, to which few,- if any, of my hearers, 
are wholly ftrangers, I now mention, aft . 
E 2 affording 
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se R M^ affording a ftrong proof of that Vanity of 
^i^L, the human ftate, which is fo often repre* 
fen ted in the facred writings^ . And vain 
indeed muft that ftate be, where fhades of 
grief tinge the f ecolle&ion of its brighteft 
fcenes. But, at the fame time, though it 
be very proper thatfuch meditations flioiild 
fometimes enter the mind, yet on them I 
advife not the gentle arid tender heart to 
dwell too long: They are apt to produce a 
fruit lefs melancholy ; to dejed, without 
bringing mucn improvement; to thicken 
the gloom which already hangs over hu- 
man life, without fur^ifliing proportionable 
! afliftance to virtue. 

Let me ddvife you, rather to recall to view 
fuch parts of former condud, if any fuch 
there be, as afford in the remembrance a 
rational fatisfadion. And what parts of 
conduct are thefe ? Are they the purfuits 
of fenfual pleafure, the riots of jollity, or 
the difplays of fhqw and vanity ? No -, I 
appeal to your hearts, my friends, if what 
you recoiled with moft pleafure be not the 
innocent, the virtuous, the honourable part 
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of your paft life j when you were employr s E R M. 
cd in cultivating your minds, and improv- IIL 
ing them with ufefui knowledge ; when, 
by regular application and perfevering la-? 
bour, you were laying the foundation of 
future reputation and advancemeftt; wheij 
you were occupied in difcharging with fi- 
delity the duties of your ftatibn, and ac* 
quiring the efteem of the worthy and the 
good ; when in fome trying fituation you 
were enabled to aft your part with firm- 
nefs and honour ; or had feized the happy 
opportunity of affifting the deferving, of 
relieving the diftreffed, and bringing down 
upon your heads the biejjings of thofe that 
were ready to perijh. — Thefe, thefe are the 
parts of former life which are recalled with 
moft fatisfa&ion f On them alone, no heavi- 
nefs of heart attends. You enjoy them as a 
treafure which is now ftored up, and put 
beyond all danger of being loft. Thefe 
chear the hours of fadnefs, lighten the bur- 
den of old age, and, through the mortify- 
ing remembrance of much of the paft, dart 
a ray of light and joy* — From the review 
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8 E A M# of thefe, and the comparifon of them with 
ixv>j the deceitful pleafurcs of fin, let us learn 
how to fprm our cfti mate of happinefe. Let 
us leaf© what is true, what is falfe, in hu- 
plan pleafwcs; and from experience of the 
psft, Jttdgc of the quarter to which we 
fituft in ft*t«re turn, if w? would lay a 
foundation for permanent fatisfadiion. Af- 
tet: having thus lEviewed the former years 
of our life, l$t us confide?, # 

II. Wh*t attention is flue to that period 
of age in which we are at prefent placed. 
JJpre lies the impfiediate and principal ob-r 
jed: of our concern. For the recolle&ion 
of the paft is only as far of moment, as At 
a<Ss lipon the prefenk ' The paft, to u$ 
now, is little $ the future, as yet, is nor 
thing. Between thefe two great gulphs of 
time fubfifts the prefent, as an ifthmus or 
bridge, along which we are all paifing. 
With hafty and incohfiderate fteps let us 
not pafs along it; but remember well, how 
much jdepends upon our holding a fteady, 
and properly conduced courfe. Whatjor* 
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ever thine handfndetb to do, do it n#w with S feRM. 
ell thy might ; for now is the accepted time \ 
mw is the day offafaathm. Many direc- 
tions might be given .for the wife and reli- 
gious improvement of the prefent j a few 
of which only I fliall hint. 

Let w begix^ with excluding thofe fuper- 
fluous avocatioos wtjich unprofitably can* 
fume^'t. Life k fljort y ?wcli:that is of 
real importance remain* to be done. If we 
fu#er the prefopt time. to be wafted either 
in abfolute idlcaefsi or in frivolous em* 
ployments, it will hereafter call for ven- 
geance againft us. Removing therefore 
what is merely fuperfluous, let us Bethink 
ourfelves of what is moft material to be at- 
tended to at prefent : As, firft and chief, 
the gn&t work of our falvation j the dif- 
charge of the religious duties which we 
owe to God our Creator, and to Chrift our 
Redeemer. God<yaiteth as yet to be gra- 
cious; whether he will wait longer, none of 
iis can tell. Now, therefore, feekthe Lord 
while be may be found, call upon him while 
he is near. Our fpiritual interefts will be 
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sekm. fceft promoted by regular performance of 
$11 the duties of ordinary life. Let thefe, 
therefore, occupy a great fhare of the pre T 
fent hour* Whatever our age, our charac- 
ter, our profeflion, or ftatipn in the world 
requires us to dp, in that let each revolving 
day find us bufy. Never delay till to-mor- 
row what reafon and confidence tell you 
ought to be performed to-day. To-mor- 
row is not yours ; and though you fhould 
live to enjoy it, you muft not overload it 
with a burden not its own. * Sufficient for 
the day will prove the dvity thereof. 

The obfervance of order and mfethod, i§ 
of high confequence for the improvement 
of pre fent time. , He who performs every 
employment in its due place and> feafon ? 
fuffers no part of time to efcape without 
profit. He multiplies his days; for he 
Jives much in little fpace. Whereas he who 
neglects order in the arrangement of his 
occupations,' is always loling the prefent in 
returning. , upon the paft, and trying, in 
vain, to recover it when gone. — Let me 
pdyife you frequently to make the prefent 

employment 
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» 
employment of time an objed of thought. 1 s E R M. 

A{k yourfelyes* about what are you now w [^ 
bufied i What is the ultimate fcope of 
your prefent purfuits and cares i Can you 
juftify them .to yourfelves J- Are they like-p 
ly to produce any thing that will furvive 
the monjent, and bring forth fome fruit 
for futurity ? He- vyho can give no fatifr 
fadtory anfwer to fuch queftions as thefe, 
has reafon to fufpedt that his employment 
of the prefent is not tending either to his 
advantage, or his honour.— Finally let 
me admonifh you, that while you ftudy to 
improve, you ftiould endeavour alfo to en- 
joy, the prefent hour. Let it not be dis- 
turbed with groundlefs difcontehts* or poi- 
foned with foolifli anxieties about what is 
'to come 2 But look up to Heaven, and ac- 
knowledge, with a grateful heart, the a&ual 
bleffings you enjoy. If you muft admit,' 
that you are now in health, peace, and 
fafety ; without any particular or uncom- 
mon evils to afflidi your condition ; what 
more car? you reafonably look for in this 
vain and uncertain world ? How little dan 

• the 
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s E R M. the greateft prosperity add to fueh a ftate i 
Will any future, fituation ever make you 
happy, if now, with fo few caufe? of grief, 
you imagine yourfelyes miferable ? The 
evil lies in the Hate of your mind, not in 
ypur condition of fortune ; and by no alter- 
ation of^ circumftances is 4ikely to be re- 
medied. Let ua now, 

III. Consiprr with what difpofitioj}f 
we ought to look forward to thofe years of 
our life that may yet be to come, Merely 
tp look forward to them, is what requires 
up admonition. Futqrity is the great ob-* 
je&an which the imaginations, of meii are 
employed j for the fake of which the pa$ 
is forgotten, and the prefent top often ne* 
gleftecL ^JUl time is in a manner ftoaUpwr 
cd up by it. On fntqrity, men build tjhiqior 
defigns j pa futurity, they reft their hope* $ 
and though not happy at the prefent, they 
always reckon pn becoming fo, at fbme 
fubfequent period of their lives. This pro* 
penfity to look forward, was for^vife purr 
ppfes implanted in the human breaft. lp 
• ferye§ 
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fervestogive proper occupation to thea£Hvc SfiR&l 
powers of the mind, and to quicken ail its ll * 
exertions. But it is too often immoderate- 
ly indulged, and grofsly abufed. T*he eg- 
riofity which fometiroes prompts perfonsto 
inquire, by unlawful methods, into what 
is to come, is equally foolifh and finful. 
Let us reftrain all defire of penetrating far- 
ther than is allowed us, into that dark and 
unknown region. Futurity belongs toGod; 
and happy for us is that myfterious veil, 
with which his wifdoro has covered it. 
Were it in pur power to lift up the veil, 
and to behold what it conceals, many and 
many a thorn we would plant in our 
breafts- The proper and rational condud 
of men with regard to futurity, is regulated 
by two confideratibns : Firft, that much 
of what it contains, muft remain to us 
abfolutely -unknown'; next, that there are 
alfo fome events in it which may be cer- 
tainly knbwi* and forefeen. 

Firft. much of futurity is, and muft be 
entirely unknown to us. When we fpecu- 

x late 
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s E R M. l atc about the Continuance of our life, and 
m ll[ _ the events which are Xq fill it, we behold 4 
river which is always flo.wiijg; but which 
foon efcapes oat of our fight, and is cover- 
ed with mjfts and darknefs. Some of its 
windings we m|jr endeavour to trace ; but 
it is only for n very (hort way that we an* 
able to purfue them. In endlefs conjec- 
tures we quickly find ourfelves bewil- 
dered ; and, often, the next event that 
happens baffles all the reafonings we had 
formed concerning the fucceflion of events. 
The confequence\vhich follows from this 
is, that all the anxiety about futurity, 
which pafles the bounds of reafonable prer 
caution, is unprofitable and vain. Certain 
meafures are indeed neceflary to be taken 
for our fafety. We are not to rulh for- 
ward inconfiderate and headlong. We muft 
make, as far as we are able, provifiqn for 
future welfare ; and guard againlt dangers 
which apparently threaten. • J5ut having 
done this, we muftftop; and leave the reft 
to Him who difpofeth s!>f futurity at his 
will. He w.bo Jiftctk in the heavens laughs 

at 
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at the wifdom and the plans of worldly S.Erm. 
men Wherefore, hoafinot thyfelfof to~mor- s^^^j 
row ; for thou knoweft not what a day may 
bring forth. For the fame realbn, defpair 
not of to-morrow ; for it may bring forth 
good as well as evil, Vex not yourfelvea 
with imaginary- fears. The impending 
black cloud, to which yon loot; up with 
fo much dread, may pafs by harmlefs •, or 
though it fhould difchai^e the ftorm, yet, 
before it breaks; you may be lodged in 
that lowly man lion which bo ftorms ever 
touch. 9 

In the next place, there are in futurity 
fome events which may be certainly fore- 
feen by us, through all its darknefs. Firft, 
it may be confidently predi&ed, that no 
fituation into which it will bring us, fhall 
ever anfwer fully to our hopes! or confer 
perfed happinefs. This is as certain as if 
we already faw it, that life, in its, future 
periods* will continue to be what it has 
heretofore been ; that it will be a mixed 
and varied ftatc ; a checquered fcene of 
plcafures and pains, of fugitive joys and 

tranfient 
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SERM. trarifient £riefc/ fucceddtng tn a round to 
w^.,, enc another. W hef her wc look forward 
to the years of yoirth, or 10 tbdfe of man* 
hood and advanced Iffe, it is all the fame. 
The world, will be to lis* what it has been 
to generation* paft« Set out* therefore, on 
what remains tff your journey, tinder this 
perfuafion* According . to , this . meafure, 
eftimate yout future pleafbrfes } tod calcu- 
late your future gams, Cairy always along 
with y6u a mqdeft and a temperate mind; 
Let not your expectations from the year! 
that are to come rife too high* and yottf 
difappointments will be fewer, and more 
eafily fupportecL 

Farther ; this may be reckoned upon as 
certain, that in every future fituation of life, 
a goodconfcience, a well ordered mind, and 
a humble truft in the favour of Heaven, 
will prove the etfential ingredients of you* 
happinefs. In reflcding upon the paft, 
you have found this to hold. Alfure your-* 
felvcs that in future, the cafe will be the 
fame. The principal corre&ives of human 
vanity and diftrefs, muft be fought for in 

religion 
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fcligipri aad virtttf. Entering on paths SBRM 
Which to you arfc a£w and unknown > place ^ ^ 
yourfelves under: the coaiudt of a divine 
guide. Follow the great % Shrpberd of Ifrael, 
who, amidft* the turmoii of thb world* 
leads hfo floek i$tf> gretn paftures^ and by the 
fiili waters. As yon advance in life, ftudy : 
to improve both ia good principles, and 
in good practice. You will be enabled to 
look to futurity without fear, if, whatever 
it brings, it fhall find you regularly em- 
ployed in doing juftly y loving mercy \ and 
walking humbly with the Lord your God. 

Laftly, Whatever othcf things may be 
dubious in ftrturity, two great events arc* • 
undoubtedly certain, death and judgment- 
Thefe, we ail know, arc to terminate the 
whole courfe of time ; and we know them, 
to be not only certain, but to be approach* 
irtg nearer to us, in confequence of every . 
day that paffes over our heads. To thefe, 
therefore, let us look forward, not with the 
dread of children, but with that manly fe- 
rioufnefs which belongs to men and Chris- 
tians. Let us not avert our view from 

them, 
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* 

SERM them, as if we could place them at fome 
k_ y_t greater diftancie by excluding them from 
our thoughts. This indeed is the refuge of 
too many ; but it id the refuge of fools, 
who aggravate thereby the terrors they 
muft encounter. For be that cometh, Jhall 
come^and will not tarry. To his coming, let 
us look with a fteady eye ; and as life ad- 
vances through its progreflive ftages, pre- 
pare for its clofe, and for appearing before 
him whew made us- 

Thus I have endeavoured to point out 
the reflexions proper to be made, when the 
queftion is put to any of us, How old art 
thou? I have fhown with what eye we fhould 
review the paft years of our life ; in what 
light we fhould canfider the prefent , and 
with what difpofitions look forward to the 
future : In order that fuch a queftion may 
always leave fome ferious impreflion behind 
it; and Irtay difpofe xxsfo to number the 
years of our life, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wifdom* 
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SERMON IV, 



On the Pptie$ belonging to, M*DpL». 



i Corinthians, xiii. n. 

—JVhen I became a man, I put away cbildifo \ 
things, 

n^O every thing, fays the wife man, there SERM, 

is ajeafon j and a time to every purpofe 
Under heaven*. As there are duties which 
belong to particular Situations of fortune 
fo there are duties alfo which refult from 
particular periods of human life. In every, 
period of it, indeed, that comprehensive 
rule takes place, Fear God, and keep bis com- 

• Ecclef. iiL I. 

Vol. III. F mandments\ 
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S ER M. mandments\for this is the whole duty cf man*. 

iJ^j Piety to God, and charity to men, are in- 
cumhpjit uppn perfon? of evgry age, as 
fooh as they can ftiink-and a£l. Vet thefe 
virtues, in different ftages of life, affume 
different forms ; and when they appear in 
tftat ierm which is moft faked *o our age, 
they appear with peculiar gracefqlnefs j 
they give propriety to coijdudfc, and add 
dignity to' chara'&er* Tri former difcourfes 
I have treated .of the -virtues which adorn 
youth, and of the duties which fpecially 
belong to -ol4 £ge.t~ The circle .of tbtJe 
duties which refpsft fiddle age is indeed 
much larger. As that is the bufy period 
in the life of man, it includes in effect the 
whole compafs of religion, and therefore 
cannot have its peculiar character fo de- 
finitely marked and afcertained. At the 
" fame time, during thofe years wherein one 
is fenfible that he has advanced beyond 
the confines of youth, but has not yet paff- 
ed 5nto the region of old age,' there are fe- 

* Ecclcf. xii. 13. f See y©U I. Sermons zz. and 12. 
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tfer^l thii^p which *efle&ion oiji that por- S ER M. 
tipfo of Jniman life fuggefts* or at lead fcr-y^s 
. ought $0 fuggeft, tor the mind. laconfi- 
< derate iioqft he be, who, in . his gradual 
progicfc thffcmghout middle age, pau fes not, 
at *tin»es, >to *hink, how far he is now re- 
ceding from youth ; how near lie draws to 
the borders of declining Qge^ wh?it part it 
is now incumbent on him "to a& ; what 
. duties 'both God and the world have a title 
to expe<3 from him.. To thefe, I am at 
prefent to call your attention; a$. what 
materially concern the.greateft part of thofe 
who are nownny hearer^. 

I. I begin wit^i pbfprving, that the firft 
duty of thofe who are become men is, as 
the t^xt expreffes it, to put away childifc 
jhings. The feafon of youthful levities, 
follies, andpaflions, is now over. Thefq 
have ha<jl their reigft $ a reign perhaps top 
Jpjig 5 and td which a termination is cer- 
tainly, proper 9X Jaft* Much indulgence i* 
due to youths Maijy things admit of ex-? 
cufethen, which afterwards become un- 
:F a pardonable. 
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SERM. pardonable. Some things may even be 
kJ^j .graceful in youth, which* if hot criminal, 
are at leaft ridiculous, in perfons of matu- 
rer years. It is a great trial of wifdom, to 
make our retreat 'from youth with pro- 
priety 3 to affume the character of man- 
hood, without expofing ourfelves to re- 
proach, by an unfeafonable remainder of 
juvenility, on the one hand, or by precife 
and difgufting formality, on the, other. 
Nature has placed certain boundaries, by 
which fhe difcriminates the pleafures, ac- 
tions, and employments, that are fuited to 
the different ftages of hunrfh life. It be- 
comes us, neither to overleap thofe boun- 
daries by a tranfition too hafty and vio- 
lent ; nor to hover too long on one fide of 
the limij:, when nattire calls us to pifs over 
to the other. 

There are particularly two things in 
which middle age fhould prefer ve its dif- 
tindioa and feparation from youth ; thefe 
are, levities of behaviour, and intemperate 
indulgence of pleafure. The gay fpirits of 
the young often prompt an inconfiderate 

• degree 
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degree of levity; fometimesirriuiing, fome- s E R M. 
times offensive* but for which, though be- IVa 
traying theih occafionally into ferious dan- 
gers, their want of experience may plead 
excufe. A more compofed, and manly be- 
haviour is expe&ed' in riper y^ars. The 
affectation of youthful vanities, degrades 
the dignity of manhobd •, even renders its 
manners lefs agreeable ; and by aukward , 
attempts to pleafe, produces contempt. 
Chcarfulnefs is becoming in every age. 
But the proper chearfulftef of a man is as 
different from the levity of the boy, as the 
flight of the eagle is from the fluttering of 
a fparrow in the air. 

As all unfeafonable returns to the levity 
of youth ought to be laid afide, — an admo- 
nition which equally belongs to both the 
fexes, — fliil more are we to guard agairift 
thofe intemperate indulgences of pleafure, 
to which the young are linhappily prone. 
From thefe we cannot too foon retreat. 
They open the path to ruin, in every pe- 
riod of our days. As long, however, as 
thefe exceffes are confined to the firft ftage 

of 
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SB R M/ of lift, hope is left, that when this fever of 
M i the fpiritsihallaba^tejfdbrJety may gain the 
aftendint, artd wifercounfels have power 
to influence cofcdiidh But after the* fea-* 
fbn of yQuthis pa^ if its intemperate fpi* 
fit remain-, if* iriftfead of liitening to the 
dalls 6f honour^ and bertdiftg- attention to 
the cares, and the bu Chiefs df; men,- the? 
fame conrfe of idlenefs and fenfuality con- 
tinue to be purfued, the cafe becomes 
mote defperate. A fad prefumptidn a-> 
fifes, that long immaturity- is to prevail j 
and that the pleafures .arid paffi0ns of the 
youth aire to fink and overwhelm the man* 
Difficult* I confefs, it may prove to over** 
come the attachments which youthful ha- 
bits had for a long while been forming. 
Hard, at the beginning, is the taflc, to im* 
pofe on our condnd reftrafrits which are 
altogether tinaccuftomed and new. But 
# this is a trial which every one muft under- 
go, iji entering on new fcenes of &£tion, 
and new periods of life. Let thofe who 
are in this fituation bethink themfelves, 
that all is now at ftake. Their charadter 

and 
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and honour > their future fbrtuiua and fitc-: SERM 
cefs in* the world, depend in a great niear; 
furc on the ftbps they take, when firft,they: 
appear on the: ftage of adivc life. < The 
world then lookfe to than* with obferving 
eye. It ftudies their behaviour ; and inter- 
"prets all their motions, as ptefkgps of the: 
line of future conduit which, they mean 
to hold. Nomt, thereforiBj put awaycbildijh 
things ; difiiufs your former trifling amufe- 
ments, and youthful pleafbfes > blaftnot 
the hopes which your friends are willing 
to conceive of you. Higher occupations* 
more ferrous caces, await you. ^Pura your 
mhvd to the fteady and vigorous difcharge* 
of the part you are called to aft. This 
leads me, 

II. To point out the particular d?utic9 
which open, on thofe who are hi the middle 
period of life. They aw uiow come fop* 
ward to that field of a&ion where they are 
to- mix in all the ffcir and bufUe of the 
world ; where all. the human powers are - 
brought forth into full exercife * where all 
that is conceived to be important in hu- 
man 
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5 ER M. maa afikirs is inceffantly going on around; 
IV ~ them. The time of youth was the, prepay 
tion for future a&ion. In old age our ac*> 
twre-part is fpppofed to be finiihed, aad reft: 
\% permitted* Middle age is the feafan whea 
we are expe&ed to difplay the fruits whkit 
"education had prepared and ripened. In 
this worfd, all of us were formed to be af- 
fiftants.to one another. The wants of fo-* 
oiety call for e?ery man's labour, and re* 
quire various departments to be filled tip./ 
They,; require that fome be appointed to 
rule, and others to obey \ fome, to defend 
the fodety^from danger, others to main- 
tain its internal order and peace; fome, to 
provide t!he conveniences af life, others to 
promote the improvement of the mind * 
many, to work; others to contrive and di- 
xe€t. Ihihort, within the fphere of fociety 
there is employment for every one ; and in ' 
the courfe of thefe employments, many a 
moral duty is to be performed ; many a 
religious grace to b6 exercifed. No one is ; 
jfermitted to be a mere blank in the world, 
No rank, nor Ration, no dignity of birth, 
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nor extent of >pofieflK>tts, e&empt any man s E RM. 
frctett dofitriik>t4flg Iris 4hare to pitbtic uti- ^,1^ 
lity andgGdd.'Tbi&is the precept of God, 
This is the v&ice of nature. This is the 
jtlft demand of the humajl rate u pott <$ne ; 
another. , 

One? of thfc firft queftions,- therefore, 
which eveyey. man. who is in the vigour of 
his, ag$ ihqttld put to himfelf is, "What 
if -am I dbing in this world ? What have 
Cf I yet done, whereby I may glorify God, 
4 Vand be ufeful to my fellows ? Do I pro-f 
* €i perly fill up the place which; belongs to 
€C .my rank and Nation ? Will any memo- 
'* rial remain.of my having exifted on the. 
" crarth ? or are .my days pafling fruitlefij 
ift a:way, now When I might be of fbme im— 
" portance in the fyflem of human af- 
" t feirS;?"— *Let not any man imagine that 
he is of no importance, and has, upon that 
account, a privilege to trifle with his days 
atpleafure. Talents have been given to all ; 
to fome, ten y to others, five ; to others, 
t*wo. Occupy with tbefe * till I come^ is the 

• Luke, xix. 13. , 

command 
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sbrm. ^ caroiriand c^ the great M^ftftr to ajk Where 



IV. 



fiiporior abilities are poffeffed, or diftin- 
gtiHhed acjtfaiifages'of fortune, arc eajoyedy 
a voider range is afforded for uf^fol exer- 
tion, and the world is intitlett tt> Qxpe® iU, 
But among thofe who fill up the inferior 
departments of fociety, though the fphere 
of ufefulnefs be more con traded, no ortef is 
left entirely infignificant. Let us rei&em- 
ber, tfaatin.allftations and conditions, the 
important relations take place, of mafters 
or ferv^nts* huflbands and* wives, parents 
and children, brothers and friends, citizens 
and fubjeds. The difcharge of the duties * 
arifing from thole various relations, forms' 
a great portion of the work affigned to 
the middle age of man. Though the part 
we have to ad m^y be coirfined within 'a:' 
humble line, yet if it be honourably a&- 

ed, it will be always faand to carry its 
own reward. 

In fine, induftry, in all its virtuous, 
forms, oiight to infpirit and invigorate 
manhood. This will add to it both fatif T ; 

faction 
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fadtton and: dignity ; will make the current s t R M. 
©6 <&upyear$, ai they roll, flow along in a 1¥ * 
d^r and equable ftream, without the pu-. 
trid ftagnatiort of fkrth, and idlenefs. Idle-* 
a#fc id the great corrupter of youth $ and 
the bane and difhonotlr of middle age. He- 
who; irt the ptime of life, finds time to 
hang heavy on his hands, may with much 
reafon fufpeft, that he has not confulted 
the duties whidh the coiifidcr&tion of his 
age impofed upcm him ; affuredly he has 
not ootifuited his own happinefs. But 
atnidft all the buftle of the world, lit us not 
forget, 



IIL To guard with vigilance againft the 
peculiar dangers which attend the period of 
middle life. It- is much to he regretted, 
that in the .prefent ftate of things there is 
no period of man's age in which hisyirtue 
is not expofed to perils. Pleafure lays its 
fnares for youth : and after the feafon of 
youthful follies is paft, other temptations, 
nolefs formidable to virtue, prefently arife. 

The 
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SEHM. file love of pleafure is fiicceeded by the 
K^rsj paffion for intereft. In this paffion the 
whole mind is too often abforbed ; and the 
change thereby induced on the charader is 
1 pf no amiable kind, Amidft the exceffes 
i of youth, virtuous affedions often remain. 

iThe attachments of friendihip, the love of 
honour, and the warmth of fenfibility, give 
a degree of luftre to the charader, and co- 
ver many a failing. But intereft, when it is 
become the ruling principle, both debafes 
the mind, and hardens the heart. It dead- 
ens the feeling of every thing that is fub- 
lime or refined. It contrads the affedions 
within a narrow circle ; and extinguilhes 
all thofe fparks of generofity and tender- 
nefs which once glowed in the breaft. 

In proportion as worldly purfuits multi- 
ply, andcompetitions rife, ambition, jealdu- 
fy> and envy, combine with intereft to , ex- 
cite bad paffions, and toincreafethe corrup- 
tion of the heart At firft, perhaps, it was 
a man's intention toadvance himfelfinthe 
world by none but fair and laudable me-* 

thods. 
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thods* He. retained for foroe time an aver- a£R M. 
lion to whatever appeared diihonourable. lV ' 
But here, he is encountered by thfc violence 
isf an enemy. There, he is fijpplaijted by 
the addrefs of a rival* The pride of a fu- 
perior infults him, The ingratitude of a 
friend provokes him. Animofities ruffil.e 
his temper- Sufpicions poifori his mind. 
He finds, or imagines that he finds, the 
artful and defigning furronnding hiip op 
every hand. He views corruption and 
iniquity prevailing ; the modeft riegle£$ed ; 
the forward and the crafty rifing to diftinc- 
tion. Too eafily, from the example of 
otherst he learns that myftery qf vice, call- 
ed the way of the world. ' What ^ e h* s 
learned he fancies neceffary to practice for 
his own defence \ and of courfe affumes 
that fupple and verfatile phara&er, which 
he obferves to be frequent, and which of- 
ten has appeared to him fucpcfsful. 

To thefe, and many more dangers of the 
fame kind, is the! man expofed who is deep- 
ly engaged in a&ive life. No fmall degree 

of 
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SE*M. of ^rmn'cfe in religious principle, and of 
donftancy if* virtue, is requifite, in older to 
prevent tas being affimilated to the fpiritof 
the world, and carried away by the multi- 
tude of evil dcers. Let him therefore call 
to mind thofe principles which ought to 
fortify him againft fuch temptation? to vied. 
Let him often recoiled that, whatever hk 
Ration in life may be, he is a man ; ha is 
9 Chriftian. *Thefe are the chief characters 
which he ha6 to fupport ; charaders fupe- 
rior far, if they be fupported with dignity, 
to any of the titles with which courts can 
decorate him ; fuperior to all th^t ca# be 
acquired in theftrifedf a bufy world. Let 
him think, that though it may be defin- 
able to increafe hi$opulence, or to advance 
his rank, yet what he ought to hold much 
more facred is, to maintain hi s integrity #od 
honour. If thefe be forfeited, wealth or 
ftation will have few charms left. They 
will not be able to protect him long from 
finking into contempt in the eye of aji obj- 
ferving worid. Even to his own eye. be 

will 
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.will at jlajft appear bafe and wrctehed.*-*- S£RM 
Let not the affairs of the world entirely in- f # 
grofs his time and thoughts* From that 
contagious air which he breaths in 4she 
'midft of it, let him fometimes retreat i»to 
the.falut^ry fhade confecrated to devotion 
and to wifdorp There, converfing, feriouf- 
Jy with his own foul, and looking up to 
the Father of Spirits, let him ftudy to calm 
thofe unquiet paffions, andio rectify thoijb 
internal disorders, which intercourfe with 
the world had excited and increafed. In 
order to render this medicine of the 
mind more effe&ual, it will bt highly pro- 
per, 

IV. T&AT as we advance in the courfc 
of years, We often attend to the lapfe of 
time and life, and to the revolutions which 
thefe are ever effecting. In this medita- 
tion, «>ne of the firft reflexions which 
fhould occur is, how much we owe to that 
God who hath hitherto helped us -, who 
hath brought us on fo- far in life; hath 

guided 
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SERM; guided us through the flippery paths of 
youjth, and now enables us to flourifhin 
the ftrcngth of manhood, i Look back f my 
friends, to. thofe who ftarted along with 
. yourfel ves in the race of life- Think how 
many of them have fallen abound you. 
Obfcrve how many blank fpaces you can 
number in tire catalpgue of thofe who were 
once your companions. If, in. the midft 
of fo much devastation, you have been 
preferved and bleffed % confidcr ferioufly 
what returns you owe to the.gbodnefs qf 
Heaven. Inquire whether your ponduft 
haecprrefponded totfyefeobligationss whe r 
ther in public and in private, you havp 
honoured, as became you, the God of your, , 
fathers ^ ajid whether, amidft the. unknown 
-occurrences that are yet be'fore, you, you 
have ground to hope for the : continued 
protection of the Almighty. 

Bring to mindthe various revolutions 
which you have beheld in human affairs, 
lince you became adtors on this bufy the- 
atre. Refledt on the changes which have 
taken place in men and manners, in opi- 
nions 
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nkms and cuftoms, in private fortunes, and S E R M. 
in public cortduft. By the observations ^J^ij 
ycta have made on thefe, * and the experi- 
ence you have gained, have you impro- 
ved proportionally in wifdom ? Have the 
changes of the world which you have wit- 
neffed, loofencd all unreafonable attach* 
ment to it f Have they taught you this great 
leifon, that, while thefafhhn of" the wtrld is 
zverp&Jfing away, only in God and in vir- 
tue, ftability is to be fount! ? Of great ufe, 
amidff the whirl of the world, are fuch~ 
paufes as thefe in life ; fuch reftirig places - 
df thought and reflexion; whence we can 
fcalmly and deliberately look back on "the 
paft, and anticipate the future. 

To the future, we are often calling an 
pager eye, and fondly ftoring rt, in our ima- ' 
gination, with many a pleafing fccne. 
But if wc woulcflook to it, like-wife men, 
let it be under the perfuafion that it is 
nearly to refemble the paft, in bringing 
forward a mixture of alternate hopes and 
fears, of griefs and joys. In order to be 
prepared for whatever it may bring, let us 

Vol. III. G cultivate 
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serm* cultivate that manly fortitude of mind* 
^ lV ' which, ftipported by a. pious truft in God, 
^vill enable us to encounter properly the 
viciflitudes of our ftate. No quality is 
more neceffary than this; to them who are 
palling through that ftormy feafon of life 
of which we now treat. Softnefs and ef- 
feminacy* let them leave to the young and 
unexperienced, whoare amufing themfelves 
,with florid ptofpe&s of blifi. But to thofe 
who "are now ehgaged in the middle of 
their courfe, who are fuppofed to be well 
acquainted with the world, and to know 
that they have to ftruggle in it with va- 
rious hardfhips, firmnefs, vigour, and re- 
folution, are difpofitions more fuitable. 
They niuft buckle on well this armour of 
the mind, if they ;^ould iffue* forth into 
the conteft with any profped of fuccefs — « 
While we thus ftudy to corred the er- 
rors, and* to provide againft the dangers, 
which are peculiar to this . ftage of life, 
let us alfo, 

V. Lat foundation for comfort in old 
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age. That is a pferiod which all expedl and s E ^ M - 
hope to fee ; and to which, amidft the toils i~v-^j 
of the world, men fometimes look for- 
ward, not without fatisfa&ion, as to the 
period of retreat and reft. But let them 
not deceive themfelves. A joylefs and 
dreary feafon it will prove, if they arrive 
at it with an unimproved, or corrupted 
mind. For old age, as for every other 
thing, a certain preparation is requifite ; 
and that preparation confifts chiefly in three 
particulars; in the acquifition of know- 
ledge, of friends, of Virtue. There is an 
acquifition df another kind, of which it is 
altogether, needlefs for me to give any re- 
commendation, that of riches. But though 
this, by many, will be efteenaed a more mate- 
rial acquifition than all the three I have 
named, it may be confidently pronounced 
that, without thefe other requifites, all the 
wealth we can lay up in ftore will prove 
inefficient for making our latter days pafs 
fmoothly away. 

-Firft, He who wifhes to render his old 

age comfortable, fhould ftudy betimes to 

G f 2 enlarge 
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SERM. enlarge and improve his mind; and by 



IV. 



thought and inquiry, by reading and re- 
• fle&ing, to acquire a tafte for ufeful know- 
ledge. This will provide for him a great 
and noble entertainment, when other en- 
tertainments leave him. If he brings into 
the foiitary retreat of ^ge a vacant, uninr 
formed mirrd, where no knowledge dawns* 
where no ideas rife, which has nothing to 
feed upon within itfelf, many a heavy and 
cocnfortlefs day he muft neceflarily pafs.— r 
Next, when a man declines into the vale 
of years, he depends more on the aid of 
his friends, than in any other period of his 
life. Then is the time, when he would 
efpecially wifh to find himfelf furrounded 
by Tome who ]pvc and refped him ; who 
will b?ar with* his infirmities, relieve him 
of his labours,, and chear him with their 
fociety. Let him, therefore, now, in the 
fummer of his days, while yet adive and 
flourifhing, by aits of feafonable.kindnefs 
and beneficence enfure that love, and by 
upright and honourable conduft lay foun- 
dation for that refped, which in old age 

. , he 
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he would wifli to enjoy. —In the laft place js E R M. 
let him confider a good confeience, peace ^ ^^ 
with God, and the hope of heaven, as the 
nioft effedual con folat ions he can poflefe, 
when the evil days fhall come, wherein, 
otherwife, he is likely to find little plea- 
fure. It is not merely by tranfieat ads 
of devotion that • fuch confolations are 
to be provided. The regular tenor of a 
virtuous and pious life, fpent in the faith- 
ful difcharge of 3II the duties of our fta- 
tion, will prove the beft preparation for 
old age, for death, and for immortality. 

Among the meafures thus taken for the 
latter fcenes of life, let me admonifti every 
one not to forget to put his worldly affairs 
in order, in due time. This is a duty 
which he owes to his character, to his fa- 
mily, or to thofe, whoever they be, that 
are to fucceed him ; but a duty too often 
unwifely delayed, from a chiidifh averfion 
to entertain any thoughts of quitting the 
world. Let him not truft much to what 
he will *do in his old age. Sufficient for 

that 
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SERM. that day, if he fhall live to fee it, will be 

TV -' 

f^^ij the burden thereof. It has been remark- 
ed, that as rhen advance in years, they 
care lefs to think of death. Perhaps it oc- 
curs oftener to the thoughts of the young, 
than of the old. Feeblenefs of fpirit reft* 
ders melancholy ideas more oppreflive $ 
and after having been fo long-accuftomed 
and inured to the. world, men bear worfe 
with any thing which reminds them that 
they rauft foon part wjth it. — However, 
as to part with it is the doom of all, let 
us take meafures betimes for going off the 
ftage, when it (hall be our turn to with- 
draw, with decency and propriety; leaving 
nothing unfulfilled which it is expedient 
to. have done before we die. To live long, 
ought not to be our favourite wifh, fo 
. much as to live well. By continuing too 
long on earth, we might only live to wit- 
nefs a greater nupiber of melancholy fcenes, 
and to expofe ourfelves to a wider compafs 
of human woe. He who has ferved his 
generation faithfully in the world, has du- 
ly honoured God, and been beneficent and 

ufeful 
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ufeful to mankind ; he who in his life has SERM. 
been refpe&ed and beloved ; whofe death ^J^ 
is accompanied with the fincere regret of 
all who knew him, and whofe memory is 
honoured ; that man has fufficiently fulfil- ' 
led his pourfe, whether it was appointed 
by Providence to be long or fhort. For 
honourable age is not that which ftandeth in 
length of time \ nor that which is meafuredby 
number of years ; but wifdom is the gray hair 
foman; and an unfpotted life is old age* *. 



♦ Wlfiloro, iy. 8. 5, 
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SERMON V. 



Qn Death. 



EcCLESIASTES, xii. 5. 

Man goeth to his long home^ and the 
mourners go about theftreets. 

S er M, rTpHIS is a fight which inceffantly pre- 
^-v-^ JL fents itfelf Our eyes are fo much 
accuftomed to it, that it hardly makes any 
impreffien. Throughout every feafon of 
the year, and during the courfe of almoft 
every day, the funerals which pafs along 
the ftreets fhow us man going to his long 
home. Were death a rare and uncommon 
objed ; were it only once in the courfe of 
a man's life, that he beheld*bne of his fel- 
low-creatures carried to the grave, a folemn 

» . awe 
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awe woiiid AH him - 9 he wtfuld flop (hort s&km. 
in the midft of his pteafures ; he would ^'\ j 
even be chiHed with fecret horror. Such 
impreffions, however, would prove tmfuit- 
aWc. to the nature of our prefent 0ate. 
When they became fo ftrong as to render 
men unfit for the ordinary bufmefs of life, 
they would in ^ great sneafure defeat rthe 
intention of our being placed in this world. 
It is better ordered by the wifdom of Pro- 
vidence f that they ihouWbe weakened &y 
the frequency of their recurrence; arid fo 
tempered by the mixture of other paffiofts r 
as to allow us to go on frcdy in a&ing oiar 
parts on earth. 

Yet, familiar as death is now become k 
is widoabtedly £t , that by an event of fo 
important a nature, feme in&preffioe fhould 
be made upon our mind*. It ought not lo 
pafi-aver, as one of thofe cotomo*a incidents % 
whkh are beheld without concern, and 
awaken ao refleQion. There are njaay 
things, which the funerals of our fellow- 
qreatures are calculated to teach ; and hap- 
py it were for the gay and diffipated, if 

they 
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SERM. they would liften more frequently to the 
s^y^ inftru&ions of fo awful a monitor. In the 
context, the wife man had defcribed, un- 
der a variety of images fuited to the eaftern 
ftyle, the growing infirmities of old age, 
until they arrive at that period which con- 
cludes them all ; when, as he beautifully 
expreffes it, tbejiher cord being loofened, and 
the golden bowl broken, the pitcher being broken 
at the fountain^ and the wheel at the ciftern^ 
man goetb to his long home^ and the mourners 
go about the jtreets. In difcourfing from thefe 
words, it is not my purpofe to treat, at pre* 
fent, of the inftru&ions to be drawn from 
the profpeft of our own death. I am to 
confine myfelfto the death of others $ to 
confider death as one of the moft frequent 
, and confiderable events that happen in the 
courfe of human affairs j and to fhow in 
what manner we ought to be affe&ed, firft, 
by the death of ftrangers, or indifferent 
perfons ; fecondly, by the death of friends j 
&nd thirdly, by the death of enemies. 

J. By the death of indifferent perfons ; 

if 
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if any can be called indifferent, to whom 
we are fo nearly allied as brethren by na- 
ture, and brethren in mortality. When 
we obferve the funerals that pafs along the 
ftreets, ox when we walk among the mo- 
numents of death, the firft thing that na- 
turally flrikes us is the undiftinguifhing 
blow, with which that common enemy le- 
vels all. We beholdf a great promifcuous 
multitude all carried to the fame abode ; 
all lodged in the fame dsfirk and filent man- 
fions. There, mingle perfons of every age 
and character, of every rank and conditio!* 
in f life ; the young and the old, the poor 
and the rich, the gay and the grave, the 
renowned and the ignoble. A few weeks 
ago, moft of thofe whom we have feen car- 
ried to the grave, walked ^bout as we do 
now on the earth ; enjoye4 their friends, 
beheld the lightof the fun, and were farm- 
ing defigns for future days. Perhays, it is 
not long fince they were engaged in fcenes 
of high feftivity. For theip, perhaps, the 
cheerful company affembled 5 and in the 
midft of the circle they (hone with gay and 

pleafmg 
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pleating vivacity. But now— to them, all is 

finally clofed- To them, no more £hall the 

feafons return, or the fun arife. No more 

fhall they hear the voice of mirth,or behoW 

the face of man. They are fwept from the 

tiniverfe, as though they had never been, 

T^iey are carried away as with a flood : tfhe 

wind has faffed over tbem> and they are gone* 

• 
When we contemplate this defolation of 

the human race ; this final termination of 
fo many hopes ; this filence that now reign* 
among thofe who, a little while ago, were 
fo bufy, or fo giy $ who can avoid being 
touched with fenfations at once awful and 
tender ? What heart but then warms with 
the glow of humanity ? In whofe eye does 
not the tear gather, on revolving the fatedf 
paffing and fhortlived ma*n ? Such fenfa- 
tioris are fo congenial to human nature, that 
they are attended with.a certain kind of 
forrowfulpleafure. Even voluptuaries them- 
felves, fometimes indulge a tafte for fune- 
ral melancholy* After thefeftiveaffembly 
is difmiffed, they chufe to walk retired in 
the fhady grove, andtocontemplate the ve- 
nerable fepulchres of their anceftors. This 

melancholy 
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melancholy pleafure arifes from two differ- s E R M. 
ent fentiments meeting at the fame time in l * 
the breaftj a fympathetic fenfe of the fhort- 
nefs and vanity of life, and a perfuafion 
that Something exifts after death ; fenfr- 
ments, which unite at the view of the houfe 
appointed for all living. A tomb, it has 
been juftly faid, is a monument fituated on 
the confines of both worlds; It, at once, 
prefentstous ttfe termination of the inquie- 
tudes of life, and fets before us the image 
of eternal reft, there, in the elegant ex- 
preflions of Job, the wicked ceafe from trou- 
bling ; and there the weary be at reft: There 
the prifoners reft together ; they hear not the 
'voice of the oppreffbr. The fmall and the great 
are there, ; and the'fervant is free from his- < 
mafier. It is very remarkable, that in all 
languages, and among all nations, death 
has been defcribed in a ftyle of this kind \ 
expreffed by figures of fpeech, which con- 
* vey every where the fame idea of reft, or . 
fleep, or retreat from the evils of life. Sueh 
a ftyle perfectly agrees with the general be- m 
lief of the foul's immortality; butafluredly 

conveys 
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conveys no high idea of the boafted plea- 
fures of the world. It /hows how much 
all mankihd have felt' this life to be a 
fcene of trouble and care ; and have agreed 
in opinion, that perfed reft is to be ex- 
pe&ed only in the grave. 

There, fays Job, are the fmall and the 
great. There, the poor man lays down at 
laft the burden of his wearifomelife. No 
more fhall he groan under the load of po- 
verty and toil. No more fhall he hear the 
infolent calls of the matter, from whom he 
received his fcanty wages. No more fhall 
he be raifed from needful flumber on his 
bed of ftraw, nor be hurried away from 
his homely meal, to undergo the repeated 
labours of the (lay. While his humble grave 
is preparing* and a few poor and decayed 
neighbours are carrying him thither, it is 
good for us to think, that this man too 
was our brother; that for him the aged and 
destitute wife,, and the needy children now 
weep; that, negle&ed as he was by the 
world, he poffeffed perhaps both a found 
underftanding, and a worthy heart; and is 

now 
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now carried by angels to reft in Abraham** SE R M. 
bofom. — At ho great diftance from him, Vs 
the grave is opened to receive the rich and 

proud man. For, as it is faid with emphafis 
in the parable, the rich man alfo died, and 
was buried*. He alfo died. His riches pre- 
vented not his (haring the fame fate with 
the poor man ; perhaps, through luxury, 
they accelerated his doom. Then, indeed, 
the mourners go about the fireets \ and while, 
in all the pomp and magnificence of woe, 
his funeral is prepared, his heirs, in the 
mean time, impatient to examine his will, 
are looking on one another with jealous 
eyes, and already beginning to quarrel 
about the divifion of his fubftance. — One 
day, we fee earned albng the coffin of the 
fmiling infant ; the flower juft nipped as 
it began to bloflbm in the parents view: 
and the next day, we behold the young 

. man, or young woman, of blooming form 
and promifing hopes, laid in an untimely 
grave. While the funeral is attended by 
a numerous, unconcerned company, who 

are 

* Luke, xvi %%. 
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SE#M. *v& difbourfiflg to* one mother about tke 
¥v news af the day, or the ordinary affairs of 
life, • let our thoughts rather follow to the 
hotiie of mourning, andreprefenttothero- 
felves what is going on there. There, we 
would fee a difcerafolate family, fitting in 
litem grief* thinking of the fed breach 
that is made in their little fociety -, ahd, 
with tea*s in their eyes, looking to the 
chamber that is now left vacant, and to 
every memorial that prefents itfelf of their 
departed friend. By fu^h attention to the 
woes of others, the- felfiih hardnefs of pu* 
hearts will be gradually foftenedj &nd 
melted down, into humanity. 

. Another day, we follow 'to the grave one 
who, in old age, and after a long career 
of life, has in fall maturity funk at laft 
into reft. As we are gping along ta the 
manfion of the dead, it is natural for us to 
think, and to difcourfe, of all the changes 
whfchfucha pcrfoa has feeft .during the. v 
courfe of his life. He has paffed, it is 
likely, through varieties of fortune. He 

has 
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Ife has i^itfemiifes^ndkifKiredsrife and ^^-j 
ML He Ms ton peace aftnlltai'fuccced*. 
Jtig ill their turhsf 5 ; the feofcbf hfo country 
tmdergaifig iriany altfefatiohs * bM thfc V6- ' 
ty "4iif< in whifch he dwelt rifingi in % fliatt^ ' 
ii*iy rtew SrfGMtid ' hltn. Afte* 'ftll ; hd his 
Iwifaeld, W§'^War^ now cfcyfe* fer fever. 
Hfc Wasbfcoehririg ia ftranger itf the midft 
of a ttfct^foccdfltbn of men; A rite whd 
krifcw frfffi hflt; ted afifei* tofilMhe earth, 
Thus pafifed the Wotld away .Throughout 
Ail^anks and conditions, one generation p%ff+ 
ith i and another geherdtfoh eometb ; arid this 
great inn is by turns evacuated, and re* 
plenifhedjfoy troops of fucceeding pilgrims. 
~-0 vain and ihconfiant World ! O fleet- 
ing and tf arifient life I When will the foris 
Of men learri to 'think of thee;* &s they 
ought ? Whfcn will they leirn humanity 
from the afflictions of their brethren ; tit 
moderation and wifdom, from the fenfe of 
their own fugitive ftate fr-*-But/ now to 
come nearer to ouffelv<Ss, let us, 

VouIII. H II. Con- 
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II, Consider the death p£ our fricndk* 
W»at of reflecSlion,; or tbe long habits ^ 
tb?r of a very bufy, or a v«y diflipatfed life 1 
n>ay have rendered, men infenfible taatt 
fwh object as I have npw^efcribed, >F&0 
&raf*g£f> % and the, unknown/ fall itftcrty 
unnoticed at their fide. Life proceeds wiih 
them in it>; ufijaL train, without being a£- 
fe<Sted by events in which they taks no 
pgrfonal concern . But the di Solution of - 
thofe ties which had*longboun4 raen toge-r 
ther, in intimate and familiar union, gives 
a painful (hock to every heart. . When a 
family, who, for years, had been living in 
cbmfort and peace, are fuddenly Shattered 
by fome of their moft beloved or refpedted 
.members being torn from them •, when 
the Jitifband or the fpoufe are feparated for 
ever from the companion who, amidft eve- 
ry viciHitude of fortune, folaced their life ; 
who;had fhared all their joys, and parties 
patediftall their forrows; w N hen the weep- 
ing- parent is folding in his arms the dying 
child whom he tenderly loved ; when he ^ 
is giving his laftbleffing, receiving the 
> _ -■• lad 
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l^fbml adieu;; looting For "the laft time SeKm. 
on that countenance, iiow Wafting bndfa^ 
ddd, which he hadoncd beheld with touch 1 
ddight ; then is the time, when the heart 
ft made to dritik all the bitternefs of hn- 
xaati ^oe.— But I feek not towouiid)«>uf 
fijfclingt'by- dwelling on thefp fad defcrijM 
tiotis* Let us -rather turn our thoughts to 
the manhfer in which fuch events ought 
to be'irriedrved and improved, fince happen 
they muft in the life of man. 

Then* indeed, is the time to weep. Let 
not a falfe idea of fortitude, or miftaken 
conceptions of religious duty, be employed 
to retrain the burfting emotion. Let the 
^he^rt feek its relief, in the free effudon of 
juft and natural forrow. It is becoming in 
every otoe to ihow, on fuch occafions, that 
he.ffiele, as a man ought to feel. At the 
fame time, let moderation temper the grief 
of a good man and a Chriftian, He muft 
not forrow Hie thofe who have no hope, vis 
high elation of fpirits befits not the joys, 
fp continued and overwhelming dej^dion 
fuits not the griefs of this tranfitory wprld. 
H2 Grief, 
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Grief, when it goes beyond certain bounds* 
becomes unmanly $ wh^a it lafts beyond a 
certain time, becomes unfeafonabfe., Let, 
him not vt]cSt the alleviation which, time^ 
brings to all the wounds of the. hearty but; 
fuffereraefliv^ grief to fubfide,.by degrees* 
into a tender and affedkiqaate <reicaem^ 
brance. Let him confabr, thfktit fs in thq 
power of Prpyideiice.to^ifo hiro.iupf©thet> 
comforts in thd place o£ thofe hd has l$ft* 
Or, if his mind, at ptt&nt>/ : ?$je$: th$ 
thoughts of fuch confolation, let it turn 
for relief to the prdfpeft of a fu^tirfc' meet- 
ing in a happier world. This 'is indeed? 
the chief foother of affli&iotf ; the iti&& 
powerful balm of the bleeding heart. - It- 
atfifts us to vtew death, as : ri6 more ih&n! 
a temporary, feparation of fri©n«J4. < They 
Whom we have foved ftilHivd/^feftgh no* 
prefent to us; They are only' removed ift- 
to a different ftianfion in the hotffe of the* 
GomAioh Father. Tho toils <# their piU 
grimage are finished ; and they are gotieJ 
to the land 3f *eft and peaee>. They ar J • 
gone from this dark and troubled world, 

. to 
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'fepjefti-ihe great aflem&y of tfhe juft ; and 
td dwell in-ftie midft of «veflafting light. 
In due time we hope to be aflbciated with 
ttiert* in thefb blifsful habitations. Until 
this feifon of re-union arrive, no principle 
of religion difcourages our holding corref- 
poridence of aff<?6kion with them by means 
of {aftlt and hope. 

M^nwhUe, let lis refpeft t|ie virtues, 
a$d clpestfti the memary, of thtf deiceafed. 
Let tljteir little failings be now* forgotten. 
Let us dwell on what was amiable in their 
chaj^&ejr, imitate their worth* and trace 
thejr #ep&> By this mean$, the ren^m* 
bi^qseof thofe whom we loved flbtall be^ 
cowft ujfeful and improving to us, as. well 
as iJKQ^d and dear $ if we accuilom our- 
felvesltQ coofider them as fiiil fpeaking, , 
and exh9rtjiug us tp all that is good $, if, 
iij .fttuatipns where our virfue is tried, we 
call up jtheir refpe&ed ide$ to view, 4 *M&d, 
as placed in their prefeqee, think of the 
part which we could ad before them with- 
outablufli, \. 

• Moreover, let the remembrance of the 

friends 
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friends whom we have loft* ftrengthen our 
M affc&ion to thofe that remain. The Bar- 
rower the circle becomes of thofe welov$ 
let us draw theclofer together. Let the 
heart that has been foftened by fcrrow, 
mellow into gen tlenefs and k'ndnefs ; -make 
liberal allowance for the weakn$flss of 
others; and diveft itfelf of the little pre- 
judices that may have formerly prepoffef. 
fed it againft them. The greater Haypck 
that death has made among qjjr friends 
on earth, let us cultivate connexion more 
with God, and heaven, arid virtue. Let 
thofe noble views which man's immortal 
chamber affords, fill and exalt our minds. 
Paflengers only through this fublunaryrci* 
gioo, let our thoughts often afcend to that 
divine country, which we are taught to 
confider as the native feat of the fouh 
There* we form connedions that atfe oe- 
ver broken. There, we meet with friends 
whomever die. Among celeftial thijngs 
thera is firm and lafting conftanoy, while 
all that is 'on earth changes and paifes 
away*-— Such are fptne of the fruits wc 

lhould 
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&oald reap from the tender feelings ex- SERM 
eked by the death of friends. But they ^Yv, 
are hot only our friends who die. Our 
enemies alfo rouft go to their long home. 
Let 1*3, therefore, 

III. Con s 1 I)er how we aught to be af- 
fected, when they from whom fufpicions 
Have alienated, or rivalry has divided us ; 
they with whom we have long contended, r 
or by wliom we imagine ourfelves to have 
fuffered wrong, are laid, or about to be 
laid, in the grave. How incpnfiderable 
then appear thofe broils in which we had 
been long involved, thofe contefts and 
feuds which we thought we to laft for 
ever ? The awful moment that now ter- 
minates them, makes us feel their vanity. 
If there be a tpark of humanity left in the 
breaft, the remembrance of our common 
fate then awakens it. Is there a man; who, 
if he Were admitted to ftand by the death- 
bed of his bittereft enemy, and beheld him 
enduring that conflift which human na- 
ture muft fuffer at the laft, would not be 

> inclined 



Digitized by 



Google 




i©4 Q * ***& 

inclined p ^r^tch fortfc %b$, h fctvi of friwadt 
fhip, to i?tter t Jje yok$ qf forgivqn^,]^ 
to wifl) for perfedrecoiiC}li^tipttwi^hf^» 
before he left :the : w&H ? Who is ih§r<z 
that, when he beholds the mm%\fis t ^hi& 
adverfary depofited in the dull, feels not, 
in that moment, fome r^lentings at Jhs Re- 
membrance ef thofe paft animofities which 
mutually embittered tjieir life ?— " There 
u lies the man with ^hom I contended fo 
" long, filent and mute for ever./ He is 
< - fallen ; arid I am ^bout to follow him* 
'* How poor is the advantage which I now 
" enjoy ? Where are the fruits of all our 
t# contorts ? In a fhort time we fhall be 
" laid tpgether - 9 and np remeipbrance:. re- 
" main of either of us, under tjie fun. 
^ How mapy. miftakes. may there have 
*• been between us f Had not he hisvjr- 
" tues and gopd qualities, as well. 3$ |? 
" When we fhall both appear before the 
<■ judgment-fpat of God, fhall I be found 
<? innocent, and free of blame* for all the 
€# enmity I have bprfle to him f-r-My 
friends, let the anticipationt of fuch fenti- 

ments, 
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meats, ferve now to corred the inveteracy s E R WL 
of prejudice, to cool the heat of anger,:; to 
^faty.. fche fierceneis of refenttaent. How 
unnatural is it for animofities fo Jailing to 
pafiefi the hearts of mortal mien, that no- 
thing can cstinguifli them, but the cold 
Hand of death"? Is there not a fufficient 
proportion of evils in the fhort fpan of 
human Kfe, th$t we leek to increafe their 
number, by rufhing into unneceffary con- 
tefts with onei another f When a few funs 
more have roiled over our heads, friends 
and foes ihaii have retreated together ; and 
their bva and their hatred be equally bu- 
ried. Let our few daiys, then, be fpentin 
peace. While we are all journeying on- 
wards to death, let us rather bear one am- [ 
therms burdens, than hiarafs dne another by 
the way* Let us fmootlj and chear the 
road as much as we can, rather than fill: 
the valley of our pilgrimage with the 
hateful monuments erf our contention and 
ftrife. 

Thvs I have fet before you fome of 

thofe 
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s E £ M, thoic meditations which are naturally -fug* 
gcfted by the prevalence of death around 
us ; by the death o£ Grangers, of friends, 
and ^f enemies. Becaufe topics of this na^ 
tttre&re obvious, let it not be though that 
they $rc without ufe. They require ta be 
recalled, repeated, and enforced. Moral 
and religious inftru&ion derives its efficacy 
not fo much from what men are taught to 
know, as from what they are brought to 
feel. It is not the dormant knowledge of 
any truths, but the vivid impreflion of 
them, which has influence on pra&ice. 
Neither let it bethought, thatfuch medita* 
tions are unfeafonable intrufions upon thofe 
who are living in health, in affluence, and 
eafe. There is no hazard of their making 
too deep or painful an impreflion. The 
glpomt which theyoccafionistranfient; and 
will foon, too foon, it is probable, be dis- 
pelled by the fucceeding affairs and plea- 
fures of the world. To wifdom it certain- 
ly belongs, that men fhould be imprefled 
with juft views of their nature, and their 
flatc \ and the pleafures of life will always 

be 
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be enjoyed to moft advantage when they serm. 
are tempered with ferious thought. There %J^j 
is a time to mourns as well-as a time to re- 
joice. There is a virtuous forrow % which 
is bettfr than laughter. There is zfadnefs 
of the countenance, by which the heart is made s 
better. 
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Qn the Progress of Vice. 



i Corinthians, xv. 33. 

Be not deceived: Evil communications corrupt 
good manners. 

f I THOUGH human nature be now 
VI. X fallen from its original honour, fe- 
ISY^J veral good principles ftill remain in the 
hearts of men. There are few, if any, on 
whofe minds the reverence for a Supreme 
Being continues not, in fome degree, im- 
preffed. In every breaft, fome benevolent 
afFedtions are found ; and confcience ftill 
retains a fenfe of the diftin&ion between 
moral good and evil. Thefe principles of 
virtue are always fufceptible of improve- 
ment ; and, in favourable fituations, 

might 
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might have^ha^yjrifluenceop.pi^dlce^ S£B:¥- 
But fuc^i^tb^jfriiiity of ow nature* and 
fb numerous are/ 4 the temptations to evil, 
that they are in perpetual ibafcard of being 
either totally effaced, or forfeit weakened 
a* to produce no «ffi^l oniCrfnfttaSk They> 
ar$ good £jbed& OTJgindly fowri in. the heart 
l^^whidh.reqtiire culture, in dfdetto 
make them % .tffe to inyi maturity. If left 
Without afliffeu^e, they are likely id be 
ftifted by thajt.proftiflan ofi noxious weeds 
Tvhich the foil fends forth arouridtii&n. ' 

, Among the- numerous causes which in- 
troduce GOFrupti<pn into tlje heart, and ac- 
celerate its growth, none is more unhappily 
powerful than that which is pomtedoi^t in 
the text, under the defenption of evil com- 
munications \ that is, the contagion which is 
, differed by ;bto& examples, and heightened 
thy particular connections with perfons of 
todfe j>ridri|btesv ' or diffolute morals. This 
in a ficferitff©**s fiiate of fociety y is the moft 
common fourceof thofe vices and disorders 
which fa much abound in great cities ? 

and 
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S~feR*l arid often prdvcs, in particular manner, &* 
^^j tai to the young ; even to them whole be- 
ginnings were once aufpicious and promt- 
fing. It may therefore be an trfefal'&n-* 
ptayt&ent of attentk>n f to trace theprogrt^ 
of this principle of corruption $ to efean» tffti 
the means by which evil communkatiorii 7 
gradually undertnine, and at laft deft^f 
good manners, or (which here is the proper 
fignification of the original word) gfflfc 
morals. It is indeed difagr&able to con- 
template human nature, in this downward 
courfe of its progrefs. But it is always 
profitable to know 6ur own infirmities and 
dangers. The confideration of them will 
lead me to fuggeft fome of the means pro- 
per to be ufed, for preventing the mifchiefe 
arifrng from evil communications. ■* 

A g REEABLYto what I obfer yed of cer- 
tain virtuous principles being inherent in., 
human nature, there are few but wjio Ux 
out at firfton the world with good difpoiU . 
tiqns. The warmth which belong* tofauth 
naturally exerts itfelfin,generous.-feeIingsf 

and 
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and. fentiments of honour ; 'in: ftrang at* SER fif. 
tachment to' frienjds, and; the, other emo- __1 
tions of a kind and tender heart* Almoft 
all the plans with which ,perfo©$ who have 
been; lihfer&Jly educated begin the world, . 
are connected with honourable views.. At 
that* period, .they repudiate whatever is 
mean or bafe. It is pleafing to them to 
thinks -of commanding thtf efleem of thofc 
^cnong wh§m they live, and of acqukmg 
a name among men. Byt alas! how foon 
does this flattering profped begin to be 
o vercaft ! Defires of pleaf ure u (her m temp^ 
tation and forward the growth of difor- 
clerly paffions. Minifters of vice are feldom 
wanting to encourage, and flatter, the 
paffions of the young. Inferior ftudy to 
creep into favour, by fervile obfequiouf- 
nefs to all their defires and humours. Glad 
to find any apology for the indulgences of ' 
which they are fond, the young too rea- 
dily liften to the voice of thofe who fug- 
geft to them, that Arid notions of religion, 
order, find virtue, are old fafhioned and il- 
liberal j that thereftraints which theyim- 

pofe 



Digitized by 



Google 



in On the Prcgrefs tfVi*** 

serm. pbfe are only, fit to fce prefttfibed to 
Vf * thofe who are in the fifft flag©' ©£ pu- 
pillage ; or to be preachedta tft© wfc 
gar, who ought to be kept within- 1&£ 
ctofefl bounds, ©^regularity and* £ubfee- 
fion. But the ge<§**fiefs<df ttieir hearts, -it 
isififinuated to them, and the liberality of 
their views, will ^Hyjaftify-tneireniatt^ 
eipating themfelves,.in &to*f 4eg#6e, from 
the rigid difeipline of patents 8ti& teachers* 

Soothing as fuch insinuations are to the 
youthful, and incOnfiderate, their nrft fteps, 
however, in vice, are cautious and timid, 
and occasionally checked by remorfe. As 
they begin to mingle more in the world, 
and emerge into the circles of gaiety and 
pleafure, finding thefe loofe ideas counter 
nanced by too general practice, they gra- 
dually become bolder in the liberties they 
take. If they have been bred to bufmefs, 
they begin to tire of indufiry, and look 
with contempt on the plodding race of ci- 
tizens. If they be of fuperior rank, they 
think it becomes them to refemble theif 
equals; to affume that freedom of beha- 
viour, that air of forwardnefs, that tone of 

diflipation, 
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diffipation, that eafy negligence of thofe serm. 
with whom they converfe, which appear ^\ 
fashionable in high life* If affluence of 
fortune unhappily concur to favour their 
inclinations, amufements and diversions 
fucceed in a perpetual round i night and 
day are confounded^ gaming fills up their 
vacant intervals; they live wholly in pub- 
lic places; they run into .many degrees of 
excefs, difagreeable even to themfelves, 
merely from weak complaifance, and the 
fear of being ridiculed by their loofe aflb- 
ciates. Among thefe afibciates, the moft 
hardened and determined always take the 
lead. The reft follow them with implicit 
fubmiffionj and make proficiency in this 
fchool of iniquity, in exaft proportion to 
the weaknefs of their underftandirigs, and 
the ftrength of their paffions. 

How many pafs away, after this manner, 
fome of the moft valuable years of their 
life, toft in a whirlpool of what cannot be 
called pleafure, fo much as mere giddinefs 
and folly ? In the habits of perpetual con- 
nection with idle or licentious company, 

Vol, III. I all 
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SERMt all reflexion is loft 5 -while, circulated from 
l'-j^ one empty fcead,, and one though tlpfs heart, 
to another, folly (hoots up into all its molt 
ridiculous fbrms$ prompts the extravagant 
unmeaning frolic in private 5, or fallies forth 
in public iflto mad riot ; impelled fonje- 
.times by intoxication, fogaetipes by mere 
lfcvity of; fpirits* 

All ths while, amidft this whole courfe 
.of juvenile infatuation, I r^adify admit, that 
. much good nature may ftill remain, Ge- 
nerality and attachments may„be found; 
nay, fome awe of religiop may ftill fubfift, 
and fqme remains of thofc good irppreflions 
which were made upon the mjnd in early 
days; It might yet be very poffible to re- 
claim fuch perfons,. and to form them for 
ufeful and refpe&able flattens iji the world, 
if virtuous and improving fociety Ihould 
happily fucceed to the place of that idle 
crew with whom they now affociate; if 
important bufinefs (hoiild occur, to bring 
them into a different fphere of adion; or, 
if fome feafonable ftroke of affli&ionfhould 
in mercy be fent, to recall them to thern- 
1 felves, 
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felves, and to awaken ferious and manly SERM; 
thought. But, if youth and vigour, and 
flowing fortune continue; if £ fimilar fuc- 
ceflionofcompanions go on to amtjfe them, 
to ingrofs their time, and to ftir up their 
paffionsj the day of ruin;—- let them take 
heed, and bewar^ ! — the day pf irrecover- 
able ruin, begins to draw nigh. Fortune 
is fquandered ; health is broken ; friends 
are offended, affronted; eftranged ; aged 
parents, perhaps, fent affli&ed arid mourn- 
ing, 4 to the duft* 

There are certain degrees of vice-whibh 
are chiefly ftamped with the character of 
the ridiculous, and the contemptible fand 
there are alfo certain limits, beyond'which 
ifitpafs, it becomes odiotis and execra- 
. ble. If, . to other corruptions which the 
heart has already received, be added the 
infuiion of fceptical principles, that worft 
of all the evil communications of fihnefs, the 
whole of morals is then on the point of 
being overthrown. For, every %rime can 
then be palliated toconfcience; every check 
and reftraint which had hitherto remained, 

I 2 is 
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SERM. 
• vr. 



is taken away. He who, in the beginning 
of his courfe r Toothed himfelf/with the 
thought^ that while he indulged his de- 
fires, he did hurt to no man \ n,ow, preffed 
by the neceflity of fupplying thofe wants 
into whidfo ■ his expenfive pleafures have 
brought him, goes on without remorfe to 
defraud, and to opprefs. The lover of plea- 
fure* now becomes hardened and cruel -, 
violates his iruft, or betrays his friend* be- 
comefc a man of treachery, or a man of 
blood •, fatisfying, or at leaft endeavouring 
all the while, tq£atisfyhimfelf,that circum- 
•ftances form hisrexcufe; that by neceflity 
he- is- impelled j apd that, in gratifying the 
paflioris which nature had implanted within 
him, be;doe^»nomore than follow nature. 

Miferabie and deluded man I to what 
art thou come at the laft ? Doft thou 
pretend to follow nature, when thou art 
contemning the laws of the "God of na- 
ture? wben thou art ftifling his voice with- 
in thee, which remonftrates againft thy 
crimes ? when thou art violating the befl 
part of thy nature, by counteracting, the 

di&ates 
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of juftice and hunjanity ? Doft thoij Fol- 
low nature, when thou rendereft thyfelf an 
ufelefs animal on the earth , and not ufe-*- 
lefs only, but noxious to the fociety to 
which thou belonged, and to which thou 
art a difgraee ; noxious by the bad exam* 
pie thou haftfet; noxipus, by the crimes 
thou haft committed ; fecrificing innocence 
to thy guilty pleafures, and introducing 
ihame and ruin into the habitations of 
peace -, defrauding of their due the unfuf- 
picious whg have trufted thee 5 involving 
in the ruins of thy fortune many a worthy 
family j reducing the induftrious.and the 
aged to mifery and want ; by all which, if 
thou haft efcaped the defer ved fword of 
juftice, thou haft afrJeaft brought on thyfelf 
the refentment, $nd the reproach of all the 
refpedableand the worthy.— rTrembletheij 
at the view of the gulph which is opening 
before thee. Look with horror at the pre- 
cipice, on the brink of which thou ftand- 
eft : and if.yet a moment be left for re- 
treat, think how thou mayeft efcape, and 
be faved. 

This 
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SE vf M * This brings me to what I propofed 
as the next head of difcourfe $ to fuggeft. 
fome means that may be ufed for flopping 
in time the progrefs of fuch mifchiefs ; to 
point out fome remedies againft the fatal 
infe&ion of evil communications. 

^he firft andmoft obvious is, to with- 
draw from all aflbciations with bad men, 
with perfons either of licentious principles, 
or of diforderly cdndud. I have fhriwn to 
what iflue fuch dangerous corrections arq 
apt to bring inen at Iaft* Nothing, there-* 
fore, is of more importance for the young, 
to whom I now chiefly addrefs myfelf, than 
to be careful in the choice of their friends 
and companions. This choice is too fre- 
quently made without muc|i thought, or 
is determined by fome cafual conhedion ; 
and yet, very often, the whole fate of their 
/ future life depends upon it. The circum- 
ftances which chiefly at trad the liking and 
the friendfhip of youth, are vivacity, good 
humour, engaging manners, and a cheer- 
ful or eafy temper ; qualities, I confefs, 

amiable 
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amiable ia therafelves, and ufeful and va-< s E R M. 
liable in their place. But I entreat you to VL 
remember, that thefe are not all the quali- 
ties requiiite to form an intimate compa- 
nion or friend- Something more is ftill to 
be looked for ; a found undemanding, a 
Heady mind, a firm attachment to prin- 
ciple, to virtue, and honour. As only fo- 
lid bodies polifh well, it is only on the fub- 
ftantial ground of thefe manly endow- 
ments, that the other amiable qualities can 
receive their proper luftre. Deftitute of 
thefe effential requisites, they fhine with 
no more than a tinfel brilliancy. It may 
fparkle for a little, amidft a few circles of 
the frivolous, and fuperficial; but it im- 
pofes not on the difcernment of the public. 
The world in general feldom,' afterafhort 
trial, judges amifsof the charaders of men. 
You may be affured, that its chara&ar of 
you will be formed by the company you ' 
frequent ; and how agreeable foever they * 
may feem to be, if nothing is to be foupd v 
among them but hollow qualities, arid ex- 
ternal accompliflipiejits, they foon fall 
down into the clafs at beft, of the insig- 
nificant, 
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SERM. nificant, perhaps of the worthlefe; and 
^^^ you fink of courfe, in the opinion of the 
public, into the fame defpicable rank. 

Allow me to warn you, that the moft 
gay and pleaiing, are fometimes the moft 
infididous and dangerous companions j an 
admonition which refpe&s bath the fexes. 
Often they attach theriifelves to you from 
intereftpd motives ; and if any taintor fuf- 
picion lie on their charafier, under the co- 
ver of your rank, your fortune, or jour 
good reputation, they feek prote&ion for 
themfelves* Look round you, then, vvith 
attentive $ye, and weigh chara&ers well 
before you conned yourfelves too clofely 
with any who court your fociety. He tfyat 
walketh with wife men pall be wife ; but a 
companion ofjoohjhall be de/lroyed. Where- 
fore, enter not thou into the counfel of the, , 
fcorner. Walk not in the way with evil men -, 
avoid it $ pafs not by it, turn from it^ y and 
pafs away*. 



* Prov. xtii. 20. ; Piov. W. 14. 
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In order to prevent the influence of evil serm. 
Communications, it is farther needful, that ^ ^ j 
you fix to yourfelves certain principles of 
Condudt, and be refolved and determined 
on no occafion to fwerve from them* Set- 
ting the cojifideration of religion and vir- 
tue afide. and attending merely to intereft 
and reputation, it will be found, that he 
who enters on adHve life without havmg 
^fceftained fome regular plan, according to 
'jvhich he is to guide himfelf, will be un- 
profperous in the wholes of his fubfequent 
progrefs. But when condudt is viewed in 
4 moral and religious light, the effect of 
having fixed no principles of 4#ion 5 of 
having formed no laudable ftandard of 
character, becomes more obvioufly fata!. 
For hence it is, that the young and thought- 
lefs imbibe fo readily the poifon of evil 
communications, and fall a prey to every fe- 
ducer. They have no internal guide whom 
they are accuftomed to follow and obey ; 
pqthing within themfelves, that can give 
firmnefs to their conduct They are of 
courfe the vi&ims of momentary inclina* 

tion* 
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s E R M. tiqu or caprice j religious and good by Ifcrtg 
when, (faring the abfence of temptation 
and tempters, the virtuous principle ftirs 
withjn them $ but never long the fame 5 
changing and fluctuating Recording to the 
paffipn that chances to rife, or the inftiga- 
tion of thofe with whom they have con- 
nected themfelves. They are failing on a 
dangerous fpa, which abounds with rocksj 
without compafs, by which to direCt their 
coqrfe, or helm, by which to- guide the 
veffel. Whereas, if they a&edon a fyftem, 
if their behaviour made it appear that they 
were determined. to conduCt themfelves by 
certain rulps and principles, notQnly would 
they efcape innumerable. dangers, butthey 
WQuld command refpeCt from the licentn 
ous, themfelves* Evil doers would ceafe tq 
lay their fnares for one whom they faytf 
moving above them, in a higher fphere^ 
and with a mqre fteady courfe. 

As a farther corrective of evil communi- 
cations, and as a foundation to thofe prin- 
cipled which you lay down for condqd, 
' , let 
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let me advife you fometimes to think fe~ SERivf. 
jrroufly, ofwhateonftitutes'rfealenjoynient ^ 
and happinefs. Your days cahnot be en-* 
tirely fpent in company and pleafure.~ 
How clofely foever you are'furrounded and 
beiieged by evil companions^ there muft 
be fdme intervals, in which you are left by 
youVfelves ; when, after all the' turbulence 
of amufement is over, your mind will rta«* 
turally aflume a graver and more penfive 
caft. Thefe are precious intervals to you, 
if you knew their value. Seize 'that fbberi 
hour of retirement and filence. 'Indulge 
the meditations which then begin to rife. 
Caft your eye backwards on what is paft 
of your life 5 look forward to what is pro- 
bably to come. Think of tlje part you 
are now a&ing ; and of what remains to 
be a&ed, perhaps to be fuffered', before you 
die. Then is the time to form your plans 
of happinefs, not merely for the next day, 
but for the general courfe of your life. 
Remember, that what is pleafing to you at 
twenty, will not be equally fo at forty ox 
{ifty years of age j arid that what continues 
* longeft ' 
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S E ** lA longcft pleating, is always tnoft valuable. 
Recoiled your own feelings in different 
fcenes of life. Inquire on what oceafions 
you have felt the trueft fetisfa&ion ; whe- , 
ther days of fobriety , and rational employ- 
ment, have not left behind them a more 
agreeable remembrance, than nights of li- 
centioufnefe and riot. Look round you on 
the world * refled on the different focie- 
ties which have fallen under your obfer- 
yation $ and think who 'among them ap- 
pear to eojoy life to moft advantage ; whe- 
ther they who, encircled by gay compa- 
nions, arcf conftantly fatiguing tRemfelves 
inqueftof pleafure; or they to # whomplea- 
fure comes unfought, in the courfe of an 
a&ive, virtuous, and manly life. Compare 
together thefe two clafles of mankind, and 
afk your own hearts, to which of them 
you would chufe to belong. If, in a hap- 
py moment, the light of truth begin to 
bitak in upon you, refufe not admittance 
to the ray. If your hearts fecretly re- 
proach you for the wrong choice you have 
made, bethink yourfclves that the evil is 

not 
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not irreparable Still there is time for r#- SERM. 
pentance and retreat ; and a retnrn to wif- 
dom, is always honourable. 

Were fuch meditations often indulged, 
'the evil communications of finners would die 
away before them j the force of their poi- 
fon would evaporate : the world would be- 
gin to aflume in your eyes a new form 
and fhape. Difdain not, in thefe folitary 
hours, to recoiled what the wifeft have 
faid, and have written, concerning human 
happinefs, and human vanity. Treat not 
their opinions, as effufions merely of pee- 
vifhnefs or difappointment : but believe 
thepi to be, what they truly are, thf refult 
of long experience, and thorough acquaint- 
ance with the world. Confider that the 
feafon of youth is paffing fall away. It 
is time for you to be taking meafures for 
an eftablifhment in life * nay, it were wife 
to be looking forward to a placid enjoy- 
ment of old age. That is a period you 
wi(h to fee 5 but how miferable when it 
arrives, if it yield you nothing but the 
dregs of life 5 and prefent no retrofpedt, 

except 
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serm. except tha|t : of a thoughtlefs, and diflio- 



Orv\J 



fcpured youth 



Let me ofice more advife you, to look 
forward Sometimes beyond old age; to 
look to a future world. Amidft evil commu- 
nications^ let your belief and your character 
as Chriftians, arife to your view. Think 
of the facred name in .which you Were 
baptized. Think of the Gdd whom your 
fathers honoured and worshipped * of the 
religion in which they trained you up \ of 
the venerable rites in which they brought 
you to partake. Their paternal cares have 
now ceafed. They have, finifhed their 
earthly courfe : and the time is coming 
when you muft follow them. You know 
that you arc not to live always here ; and 
you furely do not believe that your exift 
ence is to end with this life. Into what 
world then are you next to go ? Whom 
will you meet with there ? Before whofe 
tribunal are you to appear ? What account 
will you be able to give of your prefent 
trifling and irregular condud to him who 

made 
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titecfe ytiii ?— Such thoughts may be treat- SE^rm. * 
ed as urifeifonable intrufion9. But intrude \^nr*-> 
they fometinieis will, whether you make 
them welcome ot not. Better theft, to al- 
low them free reception wjhen they come, . 
and to corifider fairly to what they lead. 
You have Teen perfons die ;. at leaft, you 
have heard of your friends dying near you. 
Did it never enter into* your minds, to 
think what their laft refle&ions probably 
were ill their concluding moments ; or 
what your own, in fuch a fituation, would 
be ? What would be then your hopes and 
fears ; what part you would then wifh to 
have acted ; in what light your clofing 
^ycs would then view this life, and this 
world ? # 

Thefe are thoughts, my friends, too im- 
portant to be always excluded. Thefe are 
things too folemn and awful to be trifled 
with. They are fuperior to all, the ridicule 
of fools. They come home to every man's 
bofom ; and are intitled to every man's 
higheft attention. Let us regard them as 
becomes reafonable and mortal creatures ; 

and 
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and they will prove effectual antidotes -to 
the evil communications of petulent fcoffers. 
When vice or folly arife to t^pnpt us un- 
der flattering forms* let the feriouroharac- 
ter which we bear as men come alfo for- 
ward to view > apd Let the folptpn admo- 
nitions, with which I conclude, found full 
in our ears : My fo%^ifJinrfers entice tbee f 
confent thou not. Come out from among/1 
them, and befeparate. Remember thy Crea- 
tor hi the dayf of. thy youth. Fear the Jaord* . 
and depart from evil. The way of life is 
above f+thewif* ; and be that keefah jii r 
commandment] keepetb his ownjbul*. v 

• B«^. L 10, ; *% Cww&« tf. 17. ; Ecdtt *«.*% &VFf *?f*M7r 
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Psalm xxvik 1 ^* *° - ' : ■ 



O' 



t r 



Yhchtgliari Jkft'jkokU encamp, dgcanjl me, W 

^fttlB-wbHa is a rg^dfa ^idknge#, id SERlA. 
Which jferfea'-fifety^vi^lfeflW' by- nd V1L 
ftan.;*Thotigfir wfc fivtffh tinW of efta* 
fjliflic^t tftmjulHity^ when tfcfefe is no 
ground to apprehend that &ir A$ ftiall, in 
the literal' fenfe, *#&»#► igtfft$04ih ' yet e ve- 
! ry mdh, fiiom bilfe patter 'or'btherj has 
Tomewhat to dr^ad. - ; RtcJm fatten awfe » 
T&m/elverwifigfy aridjiee fobqy. *'TPh&iirmi 
left 'heahh' may in a mbmerit be fhakem 
•The rodft nonri(ning-family i niity u«wcpe4H 
".Vtoi.IU K cdly 
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8&&3C e*ty;befcaticred. The appearances of ou^ 
vm facujjkyare frequently deceitful* WW 

Cj^.^i^lBIf^fct^d jjpi^Mw^ jo 
fefftecWOP^fcrvccT quarter gatneri. tfic little 
bl«sH4o!u4«io which the lcmjjic|ftfcrrriejat$j 
f^f>rej>areKtc><HfcHa^gfc lt|f If^.efjr^si^ 
Spch i<» the real fituatjiop , of ^an , hj thjf 
^pc?J$U and ht w ho ifotefa hWcJf wkhjajj 
PPPfifit*.y»cF:Pf Bis.flfte,:. ©nly^es jn the 
pacwlif^pC f«P^.,.^ «;:•.{. ;. .; ••.--•■ OJ 
,,ln,thi?. fituation, no quality is more rcf 

cjuju>g. ;tha£ c^qjjftancy, . ot. fortitu^e^ 
peajra^.&o*) the fentiment in the text,. jtp 

hy. ewy 'fmyfeWRfim \<hW$^&M 
fitelifc tb>pAut&**-M. h» flation* It f w the 
ttrwflWf qCith* SBU^i which wift-jft Jtfin 
ftir^«0itnt^^th%Ui^s v a^i^in«#i^ 

J«v f. ::".'•■ i „•{ , perhaps 
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jaU^^fe* fo* yet ex^enceik^lhtf 
it!tt9 1 $&fc0 Quality ptina^MM; 

6fe^fete«f^d carry t&'to^W^ 

to timidity, brefblittian, *• ieflWtf'^cf ■ 

^etuai, ; )tr ; the ttjWtetietW^&^^i^ 
TS«M<9 : i ! fcmding at Ian eq*al<Hftafic*ifftMft 
$kflflf«& on die- oxic Wand, aod^gita {Hflft* 
•firtArt2fiwr *e other/ Ifa <*ife(*i*flo^6ft 
to 3 «k^^p^bfti fir^ to *oW^tWfr 
^diyafe'ttf %rritode drcanftkricy-^nWrti 
W a&rtoidte girounds ora which It ttoft 
Irieft; ^tti,^%, tofugguft feme coaftd«M&< 

tKWR^Sriffifting the eiCTCife of it 

.'•': • :•• •> • • • ■ . „■ i.p 

^ £ :Ta* kigHimpoit«fi<*offonktjdc»iH 
ts>% appear, if we Confide* it «#»r#|peaii 
teg <&her the happjmtfaof hwwi lift* of 
th«pFc(f)d* djfohargepf iw<iufi^. 
* -H K a Without 
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s-e * M. /Without iotte <kg*ee.oif Fortitude &&$ • 
^^. can be no h*ppine& i bepaufe, amndft/g&t 
tbaiknd uncertainties of life, 'there; catfctop 

* no'onjoyment of t^aaquiility;. Tb*>|??« 
ofefteible;alHi tj*iofou« . fpirit> 2 l$ffp^ ^|«tef . 

tttnger; and. trecabjos. He. explore^ ttapfe-' 
gioas of. poffibtiity, to difcb*er*.th» ^dange**; 
that may arife. Often he creates imaginary 
cttefry. »tWay». magnifies tthofe thai; arc J^aL* 
Hww,-Hke c ap«rfoii. haunted by fp^rc^ 
hefofts th«< free enjoyment jeven of,a f$p 
said profpefous ftate. . On the firft lhock|q£ 
adve*(ityy hedefponds. Jnftead of qxeifcing; 
, bimfelf to. lay hold on, the. z&fqfli&Q? tfc$E 
remake hevgivesup all fbrilpn^a^di.feh 
4}gn»ibJ<afQlf.tQ abjiB3:<aiid ;bxp|^eni^irjt$. 
-t-Qp tthc other hand, ibmnefa of raind js 
4kb paqejtt . of UanqwUity.. , 'It enables r one 
t& enjoy .|b* pepfenfc iwithont duWbanoe j 
.and to. look calmly on dangers that ap-, 
preach, ofovil* that threaten Jn ftetwroi It 
, foggefts good hopes. It fopplie* refource*. 
. • It; a&rtw « man to retai n, the full poficflfctfi 
jof bimfelf, in every -fituation of foFtpne. 
Look- into the heartof this 1 roan, and you 

will 
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»441ifiNcoTOpofiwc, j cbcerfirfn©f8,and'DAAg- 8**»ia 
liaftinwty.- I*i>k ihfo-lh^h«arttoC*he.«bff* YWv 
S0d'i$o0 will fee nothing btrtk»itfa&jtff 
&n*ic*)yaed: trepidant*. The opejip.tiic 
taHIc b*iJt mi *.T©ofc3 wfefeli <te$3»'*feefe«* 
taefesiaflfhmniadircg wtrtere,' - Hhe-t>th$ri$ 
abut ptefeedon the (ho*, *?k«ci*«Wefy 

tfidht of life,; it is equally fp^tO ttoe ? pcope* 
difebarge of'alfc itAffloft in^peftdht dutietj 
JBe: who i*: of a 0rfwardty; <*ik»4 fc* &#* 

"Jij*. whaler ccjduft according -to *W Htfpei 
^adjfears. H^ fmtks, an4 fa wni, rittd fe^ 
trays, frojfc abjeil" conflder^fcionfof perform 
fefety. -He is irtfeapablc of- elihw c6h£er- 
titig/ore^cuting* any>gfea$ deftem? Ho 
< da* neither > 4H£h}' the clamtm* of, {he ctfrir 
titade, nor the frowns of the mighty.- 1*$ 
wind • of popular ft veUr* <*r the threatetif 
pimer, are Sufficient to (hake his fcoft 
determined; purpofe. The world *lway* 
fcnofa* wWfc .tySfid hirtj. He may-pretend 
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. wfwrfe fit' ft^*iwi *»<i0, ,fe» 4tafetftqAtt$g» 
catT*hak<r, rioc::4anger8 -appaE httm^ $!# 
f^S^^fi Wfttfdrf, :^portt«'d *y atowfetu 

igateil -^efrjr -viee.i- >f& *^ fcaHfcataiff 

JfateJiH» totybe tottu?tf *ifc^43y p&C&t 
B* attfefta>Mrt>tffr iq-wterter;*i*^!^qR»ft] 

••to te«Mrc*sgti -0hft"ftfe^>«» l&pg 

J$»*$'£ijiMtefchn; for ttifc iMw of >d gbda 
tfetbfc-prepto-ed, if-milcd, »um to %toawn 

'***"»•** Ail 
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^i«^{*«h 4*onb«r ^ to rtN^r .^^. 

4m*&M» ,fUri»cnt ft*4Wtfc*tk <tf- «g& 

4$*&p&*¥*&> qfatoti **&%* i&m* 
*frt for** tOe^imfo 4r»^*tottn«&iab 

thotic fyfcel*, which <k)*$^to*H*«* $> 

Deeply! iiflia«d'by^4ratiioivfet^e*fitlte 
«9*K|itMl*0gtt* to *Hiieh'fcfe'*ik ttpt*ki$ 
*!«<<#> aft *♦ afwrfMy w*re4Mted«*ai> 

ieumlUnow .ttferfc <facfa* •&* might IhMK 6m* 
Yey&ldc$edfem eveaibto a refolutei»m4; 
t»fJwoaW:havq totally overwhelmed the 
:IA feeble. 
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"'*$?*- ****** m*4wtf**<*»^Mdmr 

Jfatt WML WithM?$\J<m\;.tlM„th;*&& 
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^pq^uqey, £n£ fortitude- jyff rp^hd. . They 
•^rejpa^c^wJJy two ^a-; good confcibtice, 

\ , 4^}p»|eAaii^giMl^«nan,: cm p\Jffc£ 
jljipy ^a^ .cfir^n^fs .«£ . hew*. ■■ He- «*9 f W 



•b^Tipaqp^ Ifripfp ft> ,4i0pa,y f hjm. . IJf- qOjt 
.^^te^ds, the.4iiftppoin^rocpLpf hi$$jf. 
JSgiHy ^XonBp of ihfrfe accident^ towh^jh 
,«i]t»rq,e?ppfe<i j tyBt- hc ? .£af .plfo to dctgd 
,%hcVfca$bcry /Q£&»<^p^rat<;s, the <fi£ 
^q>y ery.and roproach of 4,^7^01*4* swl *ffl? 



jllft, . 
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*u*pwrance<# ImwpSifcy 6o1fo«j *h* 
***rtt, ho trembte* wi^ta ItinflWfc} *<»*.; 

HgtffetydaWtewtiri&tt 4&fcb»irti'^fti*rfc 
T8> -irnsiwne, <» fott of s^flHttiMatotoQ^ 
"A^p> '-WJfteh' <feifteti*te*"'ltti9 nsouofira i£©ti> 
daring in the rooft flagitiow attempts t 
Btien&ir ftblifairdfoefi of the rafh, th*! 
tKnsstnw rtfe tlnSao, ts altogfcthdranRarit 
wW^dm'«»l f Ibrtrttjde. It trififtthttify? 
M -ww* :\ef Wdodj from want trf 
thought, and blindnefs to -danger. '•*/[«•?£• 
forms no character of vafec, To it appears 
bfly in occtfiontl fatfie* jiirtljicweiribitbe 
tISlKPf Aiy "tflanittttRM'. It idjtniwafl^rpt^ 
^ftiotft props' to ftoport ^toftriMlame 
iKwtof trial, aWa^sfafls. *3"her»'Catj I* 
IWTfue conragej tw> f ego wr ." *pi olovtfi mg 
codftafacy, f»ot What- is canncfted wtttr 
priwcfpl* and 'foanded on a coalcwhrfndV 
<l :, MSSMde of "hrtcntibn. This, aid this 
only, erc&s that brazen wall which we can 
oppofe to every libfffie" attack. It cloaths 
•-.r/ US 
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siM&»tohjini&t*frtft# wcatt'pidos^wbetc-Biifc: 

thtf.cftStf ^tt*«teftj *i&fr *** **fttfr8ted 
tsfBtiM tort^ 4f ifey ooafdlfcftc^hia w» 
ttrtuiww, wo*fc jttftjfy *«& approve ;? fcfe 

<<$»o**>:«jw 4$u«» of. fortftmte 1» -wtft 
Tirtnoii man. The confcimifaeftijf tfwfe 
ateifltiflriiuafpc^tok-j invigorates and #rij^r 
miftct hdn). : 1?t tmfe, -draft the cterflaVld^ 
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*J£|Ui ytftof.pghteoafnefs notonly behokte an4 
Vvjw ?PP^ V ^« !*># *Y*U flrsngthen and affift} 

gnd tviil rryard his conftaiHjy 4& the end, 

oh;the^tt«fSitK# gfesfcer de^re* of iwmi. 

*ciiO <efts wvan^Unighty, though mvil^l^ 
, pEofc?tf>ety,*xcrtp his power* with' dot&U 
&#$< $$s wfoh vigour Hot hi» owp, : &# 
*Mdl«^^tf#iU fro** ttii^' jfrcioc^ tf 
«a»ft%Gx>d, <^t thePfilmlft derived that 
courage and boldnefs, which heexpjMkfc 
in the test. He had faid immedl*6ely4**- 
i«fe, Thelxrd-umyl%h-a*d^f&&im-, 
ih JUrdit4h^fMyh^^^ t -rk^pM- 
&$*«(* wh£pfe <Hreflly foite^r^fe^^r^Ao 

ftafefos,' v.- : "■•'•/••■: ." .«♦ v •' ■•''"• 
which* may prow anitUaryvto th$ ejtfcrdtfe 
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of virtuotts fortitude, in the midfli of -d«it s^Mt 






iFftW*. jehat tras joft now &id, it appcaraj 
pkfa thailt is t>f High importance to «tfcry 
j^ie who- wiihea to -aft '<hb part-' 4rfth'&» 
£&«qftag i;e&l«tion, to cultivate a. rcli^roiiif 
jjriflciple, and; to be Jnfpfred witfe : tfrfft iitf 
£$d. T^p impcrfc^iott^^f the*beft;^rr 
itidee4 fo a&fncrbus, as to gfw ^m!no 
4iiJc to claim; oti their pirn account; ^ftij 
^te§icfo*o£ Hfeaven. Btit W© [tec tetygj&t 
jbp belief that the mercifrf<5od, wh^madie 
jps,, andwhotf/a^ fa row* the 

Sincere and upright ? tfnrtthe fuprcflw ad* 
^njftjjation of the univerfe is always on 
^dfiift .of truth and' virtue; and, that, 
therefore, evtiry worthy character, aiKfewr 
ry }uft ^adgood cabfc^ thobgh for a WhiJjp 
it IhoiiW be depreilcd, iV likely to receSy^ 
Countenance 5 and : protefiidh in the git& 
The more firmly this belief is rooted ta 
the heart/ its influence will be more power- 
ful* ift furmdunting iht fears whith arifc 
froirt a* fbnfe of 6ur o«m weakhefs-of tfath. 
~ger. The records of all- nations afford- a 

thoufand 
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AfttfA ttafcf**A*SJaferkabJe ''jtitefctf^&Mtl, 
frryu fe&xrfthrt principle, bdth on- rrtdWidtl^. 
a^d on. bodies of mthi -Animal WM' 
^61^ JxHcf <if a jufi oa^fe, a^ i%i^ 
tedHi$' God* the ./W& 'kmmb&jpiitlfr 
dbd HaW debited 46i^<i»e i:*ftei&igp 
rfflfrdeatU Haadfcfoof ^:ta9fc%tifia 
Ufts'ttdt-mrt aca^d qpmjl: ihm\ ;kdl 
tiftte '£*£• forth* cohque*% && tfc <*«$ 
T$eri The fim^0;tk€ JUri,h&.1f r WS>. 
Jkotii i'TiiveV catted forth a /valour vriricfc'ii 
•ifcttUbetf thfe^celd:} and which couttW^ 
ttefexerted by »e*e, but thofe wtofttf£t$ 
Wa:a4ivmcbaiuwf. • <-;; ni 

7>.v-rr -'• ' .'• -. •-■•■. • .i.-j:iJr--J'^it[ 

-•ISJp* the ne*i place*, let Jto'-'tttyfc4i*tflli 
preserve fortitude in difficult fitua^o^ffll 
Ms tniad with a fcnfc, of what coadt&tei 
the &6e honour of roair. ItcOttiHte'taittftt 
the multitude of riches, or the:e!eV«5bJ4?aif 
tank jjfor experience ihow$,.that thcie may 
be pdfeffed by the wort^efs, as wefl-teby 
ttei&fervibg. Itcoafifls, in being deterred 
$jr no danger wbea duty calls n* forth $ in 

ivrfffltttig our allotijcd part, whatever it maf 

■ ?:.{ ^ 
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be, with {ajth&fatf* brt«wp c t»&*Utt- «*^* 

<ft Pajp£dfftift$*vx oa.tf^hajaOe^ 5&qr 
cpi^qr «ft &«& Who $fcftvtf$ ?fc$gj, $#,&$- 
^si^^pppfkffi^.whjrfi aU Q^fB«f 

^^^flr&Hfcth* tow ^4ang^^ui% 
J^i^ : &h$^tha$ j»^ j*. ;ww»d, .|h* 
bavf sf $rjaj> *he ho»r, wl^.i^4cfc# 

cpcr, fa the eflefin, of, aU ; aj$^ v bjn, .. Jfc 
Jtifecnm* to,the.tiefti W#tow;i#$?sfr 
£e$ *?,a*aintaia hi* gp^,. no £?Ftft9& 
to ftand a. fliock, he, h^ fofcitcd AW^T 
pretention to a , manly. • mind. He muft 
^<^Wc$H»-he^g.,<?tpp^d to. general copr 
JSPBlifcil»^:»^ «• wo/fe* >e w$Qj feel;tba£ 
h^.dpfttj^s ^ , l* hif own^yes he, will -Jbt 
( f$#efnjfli$tei thaaVh»cbwfuidy r xi^injy. 
^can.4jeia^fcv«e. ... ....,, ; W fr 

.v:..7i:..l i*.^:.. ,:• •;. •• .* . XST 

.-, ", i Ifctem Ofde* to Kqufo? habits jrf. for^ 
jj84e» .what is of the- Wgheft confcqtt£ns« 
j& r tfc : h*U)e fonped a^ juft eftimate, o& tjif 
*S&4$: a^d^eyUs, of, life>and'o£ the tajpe of 
7 ," * - ' ' life 
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• 

&&KM. iifcltfeff; 'For here lies the thfcf fdii/pe# 
cs^ii : bur weaknefs atidptifiilanimityi; Weldyeii 
value the advantages of fortUTO;; ra^ afi4 
Trkhes, cafe and fafety; Deluded ply v&iA 
trillions, we look tp thefe as our ultiiriate 
£pods. . Wfe hang upon tHem with &)n& ; k& 
♦achinent j and to forfeit- stay ffope cfc'adf 
vancement, to incur the leafl difcreciit with 
the world, or to he brought down but onfc 
Iftep froiri the ftation we poflefc, is regards 
«d with confirmation and difmay. Hence 4 , 
*a thou&hd weights hanjg upon the untidy 
whidh N deprcfs its courage, and bend it t& 
tneananddHhonourable compliances/ What 
•fortitude can he poflefs, what worthy of 
'generous Ipurpofe can Tie form, who con 4 - 
r ceives diminution of rank, or lofs <& fotv 
tune, to be thfc chief # evi!s which' matt cah 
luffer ? -Put thefe into the balance. ' witlfc 
true honour, withconfeious integrity, ivith 
the efteem of the virtuous and the wife, 
>ith the favour of Almighty* God, With 
Jjeace of mind, and hope of heaven.; and 
then think, whether thofe dreaded evils are 
fufficie'ht to intimfdate you from doing 
\ - jroof 
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*ybur dil ty'.' Lwfc'beyond external 2ppfcar- ^#4 A. 
■^ees'&tteiM^ ^ 

: yduf^fvcsfo : Be ibpofcdWby i)k*$fttcf- 
^Hg vatmffii with Whi6!i tft£ fuffkte'df thfc 
^rld daSzl^ Cbndder^ft 

itoany rr are ' ,: contented' and happy wfttfbift 
*t!K)fe 'advantages of forttrnei'bn^which yoTi 
ptit' lb extravagant a Value. Coiifider whe- 
^er it is'poffible for you toVe happy witli 
thliin, 'if; for their Take, you forfeit afloat 
Is 'finable in- man. :r fKe favour of ' t*h£ 
gr^t, peihaps/ you thinK, is at' flPakeV or 
that popularity with the hruftltude^ otf 
<w*hich you build plans of advancement 1 . 
Alas f how precarious are theYnearik wSicfi 
y6u' employ Tn order to attain tfieend Voi 
likve in view; and the end itfelf, how Kttle 
'©"ft Wortfty of your ambition? *Fhat'fa- 
^ouV which you purfue, of dubious advan* 
tagfe when gained, is ffequentfy loft by 
€&vile compliance. * The timid ancfabjfe& 
sbe dete&ed, and defpi fed even by thofli 
Whom they court \ whilje the firm and re* 
fqtute" rife in' the end to thofe honours, 
♦rtilcfi the other 1 purfued in vain. r 
" Vol. III. L Put 



Digitized by 



Google — 



VII. 



jj£ On fortitude 

fcE RM- Put the c^ic at the worft.; Sqppofe not 
jjrour fortune only, but your fafety, to be 
in hazard > your lif^ itfelf to be endanger- 
zd), by adhering to confeiencp and yjr r , 
liKft Think, what j a creeping and igno* 
jninious ftate you would .render Jife, . if, 
.when jour duty calls, you would, exjpqfe it 
to no dagger j if by a daflardly behaviour* 
you. k would ? at, any expence, prefeifve it> 
: That life, w^i<?h you arp fq *nxi^>u$ to, pre- 
fer vp, can. at any rate be prolonged only 
for a few years more; and thofe year&may, 

be full of woe. He who will not rilk death 

i. .- , * . . . . » 

when cpnfcienee requires him to face it A 
oqght tQ,be afhamed to live.—— Opfidefy 
$s a man and a chriflian^ for what p#rpc>f$ 
life was given thee by Heaven. W^s.jt^ 
that thou mighteft pafs a few years in ta$ 
pleafures, a$d ignoble, floth^ flying int$ 
every corner to hide thyfelf, when, the leaft 
danger rifes to view? No: Life was given* 
that thpu mighteft come forth to a£t fom€ 
useful and honourable. paction that theatre 
where though haft been placed by. Provi- 
dence; mighteft glorify him that made. 

thee y 
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Oh JbrtfiuJe. itf 

inee.i and by fteydyperfeverance lit Virtiifei S'E R m; 
rife in the end to an immortal ftate. "• v^-4* 

Son' of man! Remember thine original 
hoaours. : Affert the dignity of thy natui*. < 
Shake off this pufHlanimbus dread of death) 
andtfeek to fulfil the ends for which thotf 
\vert fent forth' :by thp Creator;^ — i-The 
feiitlment .of a, noble mind is, I mint not 
my life dear unto nfyfclf, fo that Tmayjinijk 
my courfe with joy'. T!othcJint/htog of hii 
tiwrft) lei every one direfl his eye $ and: let 
him* noW appretiate life, according to the 
Valtie it will be found to have, when fum- 
iried up at the clofe. That is the preritni 
tfhieH brings every thing to the teft. Illu- 
flans Way formerly have impofcd oft tha 
Wbdfl \ may haVe impofed on the nian him^ s 

fel£ But all illufion then Vaftifhesi The 
real' character comes fbrth. The feftiihafci 
dThappinefs is fairly formed, ' Henfce it 
has foien jnftly did. that no man dan b& 
pronounced either greit or happy, until hi* 
iaft hotir tome. To that laft hour, what 
Will bttng fucH mtifcfa&ibn, or add fri ihucti 
dignity, .as' the refle&ion, oh having fur^ 
L * mounted 
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8ERM, mounted with firmncfs all Ae dffctfurage^ 
ments of the warid^ and 'having perfdvtrc# 
to fhe : end m one uaiforaxcourfo of fidelity 
and; towioar ?. We remarked 'feeforte;" fto& 
m&gnftnimoua behaviour of the Ap6&f£ 
ltal» wheahe hadpcrfecudbnAttd'dift^r5> 
full ia view. Hear how the fif htimehW &£ 
the fame great man, when the timtf tff^h$ 
Uft fufieriog apptoactipdj And teifearls'tfkk 
siajefly, and the eafe, with which he kofc£ 
cdi on fatty* I run nm ready i® beqffieftdi 
mid the time of my departure ts at tend. ' -J 
have fought the good fight. 1 have jinijhed 
my courfe. I have kept the faith* Henefc 
firth there is laid up for me a crewHoffi£k- 
teoufnefs •* How many years of tefe dcfcl 
fuch a dying moment overbalance ? Wfcd 
would QOt chufe, in this manner, to go off 
the flage, With fuch a fong of triumph in 
* his mouth, .'rather than prolong his exi& 
once through a wretched old age, fbined 
with (in and fliame ? 

* % Timothy. !▼♦ 8» 7. 

Animate© 
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Qfi Forlituje. 149 

Animated by thefe confideratiorw, let SERM. 

' .' • ' ' VII 

us nourifti that fortitude of mind, which is 
fo effijjitja} to ajpaty aft4 a Chriftian. Let 
no v difcouragement, not danger, deter uj 
from doing what is Tight, Through ho- 
ipur and dj/homur, through good report and 
had report y let us prefer ve fidelity to our 
Gpd and pur Saviour. Though an hofijhoxdd 
tncamp agoinft us, fet us not fear to dif- 
charge out duty, * God aflifts us in the vir- 
tuous conflict ; and will crown the conque- 
ror wjth eternal towards; Bt thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
1$fe. To him that overcometh y faith our bleif- 
tad Lord, 1 will grant to fit with me on my 
j}prty6% wen ps 2 alfo overcame- and am fit 
down with mj Father on his throm* * 



. *. Rev.il to.— Hi. zu 
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.. J; Coj8.^N f THI,fNS, X?M* 4*.. - /;: f , 

Qharity envkth qot.-rr— ..• ^.» 



and djfquiet^ arifing fi;om t£e /^t^ 

fefs above us^ jaccQn^afi%<^-iW t kli>;rf5% 
lignity towards thofe who poffds thegh 
This is univerfally admitted to : b^ oog of 
the blackeft paffions ia t^e humaa heart. 
In tjiis world, wp depend much oij, qqg. 
another 5 and were therefore formed .% 
Ood to be mutually ufeful and affiftiflg, 
Thp inftinds of kindnefs and cqmpafl^L 
whieh belong to our fraaufe fljOrW.bew; 



much. 
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much it was the Intention dfB6V Creator, ffEfclfi 
that we fhould be united in friendflnp. \ If 
any infringe this great! few of riature, by 
a<6$a of caufelefs hoftiltty, refentment may 
jtfftly arife. " No one is to be Condemned 
for defending his' rights, and Showing difc 
pleafure againft a^malicious eneftiy. Bu^ 
to conceive ill-will at one wh6 fraS attacked 
none df bur 'rights, nor done us any inju* 
ry, iblily' bfccaufe he is more profperdui 
than we are, is a' difpofition altogether un^ 
natural $ it fu*ts fiot the humari conditio 
'tion, atod partakes more of the : ranodur* of 
an evit-fpirtti' Hence, thech*ra<3er of &A 
teri^fofas max* is univerfally' odious* All diC 
Clkjta it j and they : who feci themfelvesuHw 
dfcr the irtfluetfee of thispaffion^ carefully 
coriceaHt*' >\ "— •" "" '.' ' -• * — •*•- ; 

1 But it is ^ropier 'to confkfeiy that amofi£ 
all otf r pafllotis; : both good arid bad, thire 
are many dtf&rent gradations.. Sometimes 
they fwim on the furfafce of the : miridj 
Without producing any internal agitation: 
They proceed no farther than the begin- 
nings* 6f paflioft. Allayed, by our canfti- 

tjutipn,. 
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m iifpofitions* t^ey *wrt no tfnfiden&fc &* 
flnenqe on th? temper. > Tiapugh the/ctae 
ra&et in which envy foarm? the ruling f$£? 
fon* atfld reigns, in flll its &ice,>&r/pnfef|W 
odious, J Jffipprrto be coq^oa j y^^wf 
{hade, . fame tinfture, of this e\ii ^tfpj^ 
Xionl mi«e* ?**& po$ cfocatiefg >i$ $b# 
world. It is,, pejrbapSt one of Abe mp#*pw* 
yailiog infirmities to which we are fubjeS. 
There are few but who* at one lime or 
other, h»ye ibued fomewhat of this jiature 
birring within thew •,. fome lurking uaea? 
finefs in their mind, when th?y lool$$d up 
to others, who enjoyed a greater ife^se tfcan 
had fallen to their lot of fame advantages 
which they wifhed, and tfrcmghrthtni(f Ipas 
intitled, to poffefs. Though this &wW 
not embitter their difpofitien ^ thpngh it 
ihoold create the uneafiaef? only, without 
the malignity, of envy ; yet jKU. it is ft dfk 
turbed ftate of mind; aftd always bonders 
tipon, if $ aOually include not, fome vi- 
cious affedians. In order, tt &r aspfcf, 
fible, to remedy this cril, J ifeaiinow «on«- 

fider 
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lifer fetal ,we Ac 0^;geo«^ifo»i?d* (# S M*& 
tta.«*vy. ^bw?k men ar* tyt,fa-teaptt& ^^^ 

fetor and daftgeaeus pflfltoflrrrThe .9^ 
ptm&t'of coifjrjmay tefejkwatf fPj^lWR^ 1 
Adodreplifbttwnt* <jf »i&o j a4va«|ags8 £ flj; 
birth, rank, and fortune * . fopeiw f u$$6if 
th^&rldlypmftKtv .. .... . a .j :T 

'*• '"• • «'•'■•■' , •- -> :•• . i- vsr 

^£ the mind. The cbi^ ; cjtriqwmei^tfpjr 
which maooefaves to he vajj^jd^ is^irifle, 
grhis, unqw^onaUy, fqi^,4h« JJjwft.f Air 
iBabte (#0ija<aio^ among anankind.. . Ye.t 
ifria,,* wnich nay appear, futprifingj nev^r 
lorco» any.grcHuid of envy, Jtyjooan Is 
OH* jad&r being more jig& more generous, 
HKffe jf»ti$o4 or forgiving, than, others. 
This may, in part, be owiqg to virtue pro- 
duping in <*ery one tpho behpMs it, .tfcat 
Jvigfc degree Qfs^ped and loy-Cy .wnifi^ef- 
^ngiti&esenvy, %t pixstwbly, .it is more 
o^ing -, to ithc.gfioi opinion wh$fe every 
PW^nierta^i^Qf fej« jowo bw*s4 qualities. 

Some 
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% ETik j&nie virtues', oiyat lcaft, the feeds of therr*, 

VIII' • • 

he finds within hisbreaft Others, be vain- 
ty attributes to hirofelf. Thofe in whfcfe 
he is plainly 'deficient, he undervalues ; a# 
either not real virtues, or.' virtues of very 
inferior rank • and refts fttisfied, that,: 01$ 
tHe*Whole', he is as Worthy and refpe&abfc 
is hts neighbour. ' ' ' v 

- ' The cafe is different, with regard to thofe' 
mental abilities and powers which are- 
afcribed to others. As Ions as thefe are ex^ 
eW«i in a" inhere of action remote frorri 
fifurs, and not "brought into competition 
with talents of thVfame kind, to wttich wo 
liave ptetenfldris, they create las' jealOu^? 
TPfiey »re Viewed as diftant ob|cQs,«irf 
which" we have, hoe any concern. ' It is ric* > 
until they touch our Own line,' aiidappefcf 
to rival' us in what we wifh-tC' excel, that 
fhej awaken | envy. Even $hen, envois, 
properly fpeakjng, riot "grounded' 'on the 
talents of othefc. For here,>too, our fi*K~ 
complacency brings us relief; froni the" 
perfuafion, that were we thoroughly known, 
and full' jtfftice tfoflte to us, eW abilities 

wcujdj: 
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would be ibundincrt inf^ior -t* tfeofc of serm. 
our rivals.. Whatprai»4f <Koafitfns«avy; u!?v^J 
% J;he fruit of the aiepojilpUflisib^s of 
Others <f Jte p^e-cminence* which the opi* 
j>ion of thewwld beftows, dr which we 
<ft*ad it will beftow, on their talents, above 
o^rs* Hepco* diftinguiihed ftf priority in 
genius, learning, eloquence, «fir any other 
<^f thofe virion* aits that flttraft the no- ' 
tjp? of the world, often' become ilaiafui 
grounds of envy ; not indeed to all indif- 
&reqtly, buttothofe who&Upw the fame 
lias of pnrfuit. Mere tiwriity* irtfpired by 
emubt ion, would carry no reproach ; were / 

nptthftt riv^ality joined with obliquity, and 
%maUgiuat fpirit^ did it *iot lead, to fe- 
cspt ^tradion, and unfair methods of d*- 
jRKHi&ag the -deputation of others. Too , 
ff e^uently has fjuch a fpirit tarniihed the 
ehataj^er q£ thofe who fought to fhine in 
t^e;el6gamt.aits ^ aiiH who, othe wife, hada 
jtjft title to farae.-**Let fuch as are -ad* 
d^cdvto.this infirtnky qoafid^r, 'how much 
they degrade themfekes. Superior merit, 
<jf s 3Py Ifciiwk always wRs on i«fdfi ; G<>nA 

V ;", .. fci0US 
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8Z.KM. ftioosof what it deferres, fcidifdaios low 
competition* and jealoufies. They who 
We ifomg with *nvy, efpecially.wben thejjr 
allow it« iqftligftity to appear, cprafefs a fpnfc 
of tteiro^rn initfiarityj aaid, iaeffefi, pay 
howge tQ that nierit^iom which they en- 
deavour t$ detrajEt :..., r 
, &qt i& order. to eradipatc tfoci pcflkn^ 
ao£ to crrm the difqaict which it creates* 
let fpob p?rfoo* farther coarfidcr, how IQ* 
confid^rahljc tlrt advantage ia which their 
rivals have gstifted, by any iftipcfiarity otet 
tbpm. They whom you envy, are them- 
iejvss inferior tQ others who follow the 
jCune purfuiU. For how few, how vwy 
few, have reached the fiummit cf .'tma^U 
lence, ib the art. of ftudy which they cxA* 
tivate? Even that degree of excellence 
which they have attained, how feldom is 
it allowed to them by the world, till after 
they die ? Public appldbfe is the moft flue- 
tuatiag^ aad uncertain, of all rewards. Ad* 
mired, as they may be, fay a cirde af their 
friends, they have to look up to /0ther* f 
who ftafid above them in public opinion ; 

and 
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and undergo the fame notification* which *kjk*fc 
you fuffer in looking up r to them. Con- 
rider what labour it ha* coft them- to arrive 
at that degree of eminence they have gam- 
ed; land 1 after all their labour, how imi 
perfect their recoapence is at la^ft. With-' 
1$ what narrow bounds is their fame eon* 
fineii ?" With: what a number of humilia- 
tions ii it mixed I To how many 1 are they 
abfolutely unkhowhi Among thofe who 
know them, how many cenfure and decry 
them ?— Attending fairly to, the(e confe 
derations, the envious might come in the 
end to difcera, that the fame acquired by 
any accothp|i(bment of the mind, by aft 
that fkill can t contrive, or genius can exe- 
cute, amounts to no more than a fmall ele- 
vation v raifes tbe^pftffeflor to fuch an ia- 
cbiifiderable height above the crowd, that 
others m^yv Without difquiet, fit down con- 
tented with their own mediocrity; 

' HL An van t a g cs tff fortune, fuper iorify 
in birth, rank, and riches,- even qualificai 
tions of body and form, become grounds 

of 
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SEEM, of envy* Attong external advantage^ 

thofe which relate to the body ought cer-5 

taihly, ia the comparitive eftimation; of 

ourfelves and others, to hold tjb* loWeft 

place $ w in the acquifition «f rthem we 1 

cafe- claim &o merit, but muft af<rfife therri*" 

entirely to the gift of nature. Yet envy" 

fca» often ihewed itfelf here in full malig^ 

nity? though * {mall meaAire.of reflexion' 

flight have diffcoveted, that there vfras lfttlfe 

or no ground for this paffion to arifo. It 

would have proved a blcifing io diultfc 

tildes, to have wanted thofe advantages fof 

which they are *n vfcd. How . frequently, 

for inftance, ha9 Beauty betrayed the po& 4 

fcflbrs of it into many a fnarc, afidbrougWt' 

upon them many a difafter? Beheld with; 

fpiteful eyes by thofe who are their rivals/ 

they, in the mean time, glow with ti& left 

envy againft others by whdm they a& ftir* 

pafled ; while, in the midft of their com-* 

petitions, jealoufies, and concealed ennfr* 

ties, the fading flower is eafily Walled j 

f&ortlived at the beft ; and trifling, at any 

• ;; • \\ • ;• 1 v ■ - - ; rat^" 
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On Envy. x^g 

.rate, in companies wfth r t|£ ~;high«v £ml *A*M» 
more laJftiqg beauties of tjbp min<}. j :L ; 
But of all the grounds of envy amoflg, 

• xa«V Apriority in, rank aa4 fort^ae jf 
the ok) ft, g?^ era !- Hence, the. n^igni^y 
.^ich tlje poor commonly v l^r : tft : ^ 
rjph, as jngroffing ; to the^nfetocfc ^11 : th« 
CQtnf9f|ts of Ufe.-Hence, the^ieye witfc 
which perfons of inferior fta^g fcrutiiufe 
thpfc who qxc* above them i# f $n|t & ai)d if 
they approach to th^t.r^nk^UKir. envy is»ge- 
nerally ftrongeft againft fufj^gasgg luft £3$, 
4ieg higher than tlieiniely^^-^^« ! jb$ 
friends, all this envious difguijjtu^ tyhicl* 
ajgitates t^e world,, arifes from a deceitful 
figure which impofes on the public yiew* 
Falfe colours are hung out : the jreal Hate 
of men is not, what it fecms to be. , Th$ 
order of fociety requires a difftp&ion .$T 
ran^s to take place; but in point of hap- 
pinefs, all men come much nearer to ^qu^ 
lity than is commonly imagined-; ;a/id : th£ 
circumstances^ . which. form ^y materia} 
difference, of happinefs amoog them, are not 
o£that nature which renders them grounds 

of 
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SERM. of envy. *The poof man pofieffesnot, tt 
~^ is true, feme of the conveniences and 
plcafures of the rich ; but, in return, he 
is free of many embarraflments to wjiich 
they, are fubje&. By the fimplrcity and 
uniformity of his life, he kt dtli vef ed 4Vom 
that variety \>f care*, whiph perplex thoft 
who have great affoirs to 4 manage, intricate 
plans to purine, many enemies, perhaps, to 
encounter in the purfbit. In the tranquil- 
lity of his finail habitation, and private 
family, he enjoys a peace which is. often 
unknown at courts. The gratifications of 
feature; which are- always the njof! fatis- 
fadory, atcpoflefled by him to their full 
extent v and if he be a fttanger to the re- 
fined pfeafureaof the wealthy, he is un- 
acquainted alfb with the defire of them, 
fnd by confeqtience, feels, no want. His 
plain meal fatisfies his appetite, with a re- 
lifh, probably, higher thaq that of the rich 
man, who fits down to hi? luxurious ban- 
quet. His deep is more found ; his health 
more -firm; he knows not what fpleen, 
languor orMfcffnefs are. His accuftom- 
/" ed 
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*ed embloymerits : or labours ate not mote SfekM; 
6pprefliVe to Tlim, thaa thcflafcdtlr tff at* \ 
tendance on '-cotivts &nd the great, the la- 
botiifs of (Jref$, the fatigue 6f anrafcme'nts, 
the vfery weight Gf Idleneft, frequently are 
to the rich, In th6''m6an time; all the 
beauty of the face of nature, all the enjoy- 
tiiel&B of donate fediety, all- the gafiety 
indihearftrlriefs ^ df an eafy rhmd> are a$ 
crp£fi no hiiii '^s^tb : tfhtife of : the higheft 
rinky>T?ht fy\$i\&6*r$f rfetinufc'; tMhtind 
-dPtitfes, the appeaffttic&rof W^refpeS^ 
fcre' tedeed fo6thiri£^for } * fh&rt 'Mm6y to 
the great. Bwt : bfecoft*e famifaafy t7iiy **> 
foon forgottori. » Cfcftbth fflfetfes^the?r Htn* 
ptvf&oti* TNiey fkk into ' the rahk^th^ 
todiriary things* wKlch daily ffedur, ^ithotft 
raffing any fcftlTatioft of joy.^Ceafe,lhefei« 
ibfe/ from lodk : mg trp with diicottt«tt J krici 
entfy to thpfe'whom birth or fortune hkve 
p\deb& above yeii. : 'Adjuft the! ba&iwJe of 
frapptttefi fartlyV ' ■ Whfen 'Jroii think dF^tie 
'rnjoyments you want, think alfb- of^the 
troubles- from which you are free. . Allow 
their juft value to the comforts you pof- 
Vol. III. M fefs, 
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s E R M, fefs y and you will find reafon to r$ft fa- 
• t/tij ^ ' ' ' * 

^ tisfied, with a very, moderate, thoiigh oot 
stp opulent and fplendid, condition of .f«r*' 
tttyie. Often, did you know \. the ^boJe; 
yourwould be inclined to pity the Jfcfeiof 
tbofe whom you now envy. 

III. Superior fuccefs in the ..^oucfiriof 
wqrl^Jyjpprfuits, is a frequent ground-. of 
envy. ; Arp6ng all ranks of men, corope* 
ti|jpnsj^Tife., Wherever any favourite; 0b* 
)e§ i$ purfucd in common, jealoufie$ fek 
doro fail to take place among thofe who 
ar^^qualiy c^efirous of attaining it j as in 
th^t anient ,roftance of envy . recorded of 
JofepV* brethren, yfhq hated their , brother^ 
iccm^thtirj^th^rbt^ him more jfain all 
tit reft** u I could cafily bear>" fays onc>; 
"that forae others ihouJd be aorciiffgmv 
"table or famous, .(bould be lienor .or 
€ 1 grafter* than I, . It isbutjuft, thattWf 
€t raap lhould e#jey the dilUn$i0*i to 
€ f which, his fplendid abilities haveraifed 

• Gea. xxxvil 4. .♦, r ; ,< r .,. 

.: . . .. - « him. 
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" him. It is natural for that man, to SERM 
•* command the refped to; which he is in*' v^^J 
u titled by his birth or his Tink. 1 Blifr 
€< When-J/and another, have jftarted in thtf 
cc . r$tte' qF iife, :Vpon equal terms, and itt 
", the fame Tank; that he, .without any 
<c pretention to uncommon merit, (hould 
<c have futtdenly (b far outftripped me; 
" fhould have ingrofled all thaff public fa- 
« you* U& Which 1 am nolefs intitled than 
" he j this is, what I cannot tear ; my 
" blood boils, my fpirit fwelli with indig- 
cl - nation, at this undeferved treatmcftt I 
«^ have Suffered from the world." Cottt- 
pttmt'*o£'4hit' nature are often made, by 
xbptti tthu&ek to Juftify thetmvy which 
they .« bc&r^to their more profperous neigh^ 
bouts, v But if fuph perfons 'wifh not to be 
thought uwj u(l, let me defire .them to m-" 
- quire, ; whether they have been altogether 
fair ift the t comparison they have madeiof 
jhfeip^Wn merit with that of their rivals [ 
and whether they have not themfel ves to 
blame more than the world, for being left 
behind 'in the cafeer of fortune. The world 
Ma "is 
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s Eft M. is«not alway$ blind or unjuft, in conferring: 
s m0 ^ r ^ its favours* Inftane^s indeed, fopietimcs^ 
66Cur, of defe*ving perfcnsprevetited^by a 
fucceflion of orofc incidents, frrim rifing 
into public acceptance, . Bat, in the ordi- 
nary courfcrf thkigs* merit, ftoner or later, 
raefeives 4 reward ; while the greater part 
of men's misfortunes and dftappbintikents 
ean, gener&Myibfc traced to fome aii£eondu& 
of their own. « tytf&m hririgtth t& honour: 
The hand of <thfi diligent nufketh rich* aiid, \i 
has been fa id* not altogether without rea- 
ibn, that of his own fortuii* in life, every 
man is the chief artificer; If jtffeph was 
preferred by the fether t6 ill his ferethr^tti 
his ftab&qttent fcopdu<9t flhoWed- hdvt well 
he merited the preference. : 

Suppofing, however, the World to have 
been unjuft, in an uncommon 4egree>;with 
regard to you, this will not vindicate ma- 
lignity and envy towards a inore ; prof-- 
perous competitor. You may accufe the 
world; but what.reafon have you to bear 
ill-will to him, who has only improved the 
favour which the world (bowed him ? 5fj 
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by mcftte thiat'are unfair, her has rifcn; SERM: 
and, :to- advance -himfctf, has a<3ed iiaju* < 
dowdy byr; you, rafentirieufc * jiiftifiable j 
tat if yoii c*niiat tfecafe him o£ J any fuch 
improper C0nda£t^ bis fuccefs j alone gives 
210 firtidian tor your envy. You perhaps 
prefi^^theicnjoyinentof^ourcafe, to the 
Air of a biify, or to the cares of a. thought- 
ful life. Retired from the world, and foL- 
lowing your favourite inclinations, you were 
not always : attentive to feize the opportu- 
nities .Which ^offesed, for. doing jeftice to 
ycaar chataderv aad improving .your fftu&- 
rtioc.: Ought you then to cfoftipbip, if the 
more a&iv£ aiad. laborious have- acquired 
/what you ware neg%efflttogarn ? Confix 
4ler, thit 1£ ypuibave obtained lefs- pcefci*- 
,itient; you have poflSbfied more indulgence 
and eafe;' • Confider; mtoreover; that the ri* 
ytA to vdibra you teok^up with repining 
ey*s, thoughfinbnr fortunate in:th© world, 
may- pe&aps^cm the, whole, not be more 
hfcppy thai yon/ 4 He has all the vicifiU 
tildes of "the w6rld before him. He may 
have much to encounter, much -to fuffer, 

fram 
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S E * M. fawn which y«i*re protected' by tibe great- 
11 cr obfcurity of yqw ftation. Every fixa- 
tion' in life,iias both a bright and a dark 
fide. Let not. your attention dwell only 
on what is bright on the fide of tljofe yew 
«ovy, and dark cm your own, « Ruli bring- 
ing into view both ffdes of your refpe&i vt 
conditions, eftimate fairly the filtrt? of fbr 

llCffy. •' * ;•-..' "-..-.■ ;';;c,.uV. 1* 
,*.v ■ \ = ' "•.'• ■ . » • *. "v. .*ii\- l 

1 Thus Iiiaveifuggeftcd federal confides 
atiobs, for evincing the unreafontfblenefrof 
tfoat ^difijnictaade which envy rarfesin our 
breafts 5 confideration^ which tend avtedft 
to mitigate and allay the workings, of *&tk 
malignant pafficm, and whitb; in ^t &&m 
iflMnd*, ought totally toextinguifl^ife- The 
fcape of the whole has been,; t<> promote, 
in every one, contentmbnt with :hfs ofw 
ftate. Many arguments of a i different m- 
ture may beemploycd againftmvy f fome 
taken from its finful and criminal nature j 
fome, from the mifchiefs to which it gives 
rife rn the world j others, from thj^ntifery 
which it produces to him who nouttfhes, 
' •" ' thi§ 
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this riptt in hi* bofom But, undoubted-} 3£ R M. 
ly, fchemoft efficacious ^rg^nAcnto, art facli 
As ihow that the circttrfcftancesof others; 
wropared with our -own, afford lib ground 
for envy; The miftaken ideas whichrare 
entertained, of the high importance of ccr* 
tain*vio*diy advantages and diftm<aions, 
form' the principal caufe of t>tir tropining 
at our own lot, andenvying that of others, 
To things light in themfelves, Our imagi- 
nation has added undue weight j Bid we 
altow refte&ion and wifdom?lo>coi:rfc<2 the 
prejudices which we have*imbii>ed^ and to 
difperfe thofephantomsof our omncftiittsg, 
thfc 'gloom which overcafts us would gra- 
dia41y rvacrffli/ Together with returhiog 
eontentment, ; dteticy would clear, up, and 
d^ety ob^edJ brighten around us. It is in 
<*«toe fuilett and dark lhade of difoontent, 
thatrnoxidus palfions, like venomous arti- 
t&Als r breed; and prey upon the heart. 

• r E# vy is a pafllon'of fo odious a nature, 

that* not only it is concealed as much as 

poffible from the world, but every man is 

- glad 
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s^jJfM. glftd to/d^36Wfctbm»ppearfti*ci0f it to 
^Jj^ bis *>wft Jbawrn .., Heace* it js.apt .togBo* 
import. him »Ap«tceii!c<k trft him.wikp at 
dsfirmw 4n heepihisibeari ohafle aod pure 
frft^jtsj^i^eo^.e^rtlifw himfelf ftri&ly 
oft.t^^ 4ifpo6^oAs whicH he bears- to- 
^mrdfi his profperou9 irctghhaurs, Doeti he 
f;V<iriifi«Wywith feerotubeafiobft, the raerii 
p£ Others riiing iritojwtie&attfi diftm&ion* 
J)oe* heJbear their ^pniifes. with unwilling 
gar 3 JQpesubl? led m tocliaatioQ to depte- 
.PiW^jyfedt be dare* toot openly- hlame ? 
Wbfl* ftbHgftdite artnxnerid*. does hia cold 
j^jp&wacd apptobtfian, ihfiouttehbhe? 
lief of foi&e yaknown defe&s ia tfe? ap- 
j&ud^iehara&er ?; from fiteb fymptomt 
jag t%fa*be may iwfor ;that t^c difeafe of 
pnvy.js Jforibiag; ttot the ippifon 13 ber 
ginning to jfpread'itslirtfeaiaa over big 



r 



Thb caufes that nourifli envy ar# pritir 
^upoiUje tow* atad two which* very frequent- 
ly operate ift c^njm&ion:; tbefe am, pride 
*nd ii^oleace. Tftcrcmos&tbn of prtdp 
:.: with 
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wtfeeny^ iJ^ip«saod<Jir»a. Thehtgh MSfcifc 
value* which rtfce pnond fet on their owfe 
merit, the unreasonable claims which they* 
form op the world, and the injuftice which 
they fuppofe to bedone to them by any prefe- 
rence given to others, afro perpetual fources, 
fir ft of difcerntenty and next of envy. When 
indoieace i$ joiried to pride, tbe.difeife of 
thcimittd becomes more inveterate 1 and in* 
<nK4ble. ^jrtdc! leads men to claim more 
than they defcrte. Indolence prevents- them 
from oMaining what they might fati&f 
claim* Difappointmenta follow; andfpleei^ 
malignity, and envy, /rage within thcrril 
The pfdud and indolent, are always envi* 
ous. { Wrapt up in their own importance, 
they fit ftill, and repine, becaufe others am 
more profpeiotai than they; while, with 
all their high opinion of themfelves, they 
have done nothirig either todefcrve, or to 
acqurte,. prafperity. As, therefore, we va* 
luc our virtue^ or our peace, let us guard 
againft thefe two evil difpofitions of mind. 
Let us he modeft in our 'own eft eem, and, 
by diligence and induftry, ftudy to acquire 

the 
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SERAK thecfteem oF others. So fhall we flint up 
the (avenues that lead to many a bad paf- 
fion^ and fhaH karri, initiatfo&wfj/iote&i 

t iaFwmu,Y, in prdfcr to ftibdue enVy, fct 

i»4>Hng; often into view tfaofc Ji*tfgfoM» 

xdnfiderations which regard, *ss part ictikrly 

asChriftians. Let u$ remember l»wi tt- 

worthy wc all oic in the light of Go&f &tid 

haw mucii:dTcibleffings which each of tis 

eri}oy v are beyond what we defcrve. Letxis 

jttmrifl^ revcrenbe and fubmifilon to that 

,Ifcvm<l; government, which has appointed 

to every one fnch a condition in tfe&Wbrttt 

IB is ittteft for him to poflefsv Let^s re^- 

cdlca how oppofite the Chriaian fplfitis 

io enxry^ and what facred DbHgatfons it 

lays upon us^ to walk in love- and charity 

towards ode another. Indeed, When we 

refled on the many miferies which abound 

in humaniifc;^ on the fcanty proportion of 

Jwppinefs which any man is here allowed 

to enjoy ; bnthefmall difference which the 

divcrfity of fortune makes on that fcanty 

proportion*, 
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proportion-; it is furprifing, that envy fhould s E KM. 
ever have been a prevalent paffion among v 
men, much mqrevthat it fboujd have pre*- 
vailed among Chriftians. Where fo much 
is fuffcr?d in common, little room is left 
for envy* There is more occasion for pity 
and fympathy, and inclination to affift each 
other. To our own good endeavours for 
rectifying our difpofkions, let us not forget 
toadd ferious prayers to the Author of our 
being, that he who made the heart of man, 
and knows all its infirtotties, would tho- 
roughly purify our hearts from a paffion fo 
bafc, and fo criminal, as envy. Create htme, 
O Gti, a clean heart \ and renew a right fp^ 
rh * wfihik me.' Search me, and know my 
heart:\ Xrf Vtey and hiim tny thought*. . See, 
'if£^eSea^/-wi^d^^[vi me, and lead me 
^infhe way itverlqjhng*. 

* Pf. li. to. ; exxxix. 23. .Ufr ' \ 
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s e R M. .IT; k ai * ^bfcrvation .-which aatwall^oc-- 
^^ cwrsf apd has been often made, thatajl 
the. reprefentations. of .the Ghf iftian life ip 
fcripturc are taken, frpqi .aftiw fcpaes $ 
fvQXfx* carry ing, pn v a : warfare,, ronniiig. a 
race, flriving to eni^ iu ata^raitgajt^, 
and, as in this context, labouring in a vine- 
yard. Hepjce.the conclufioa * plainly foU 
lows, that various a&ive duties are requk 
red of the Chriftian $ and that floth and 
indolence are inconfiftent with tyis hope of 

Jjeaven. 

Put 
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But it has been foroetimes fuppbfedv*hat 3 E R M 
induftry, as far as it is matter of deity, re- 
gards our fpiritual concerns and employ- 
ments only ; arid that one might be very 
bufy as a Chriftian, who was vfery idle as a 
man, Hence, among lpme denominations of 
Chriftians, ah opinion has prevailed,- that the 
perfeQion of religion was -to r !Bft : found iri 
thofe moiiaftic retreats, where every adive 
fun&ion of civil life was totally excluded, 
and the whole {ime df men filled up With 
exercifes faf deveUoiiv They whohoH'ftich 
opinions profcCed on : the <up^ofitioh,'that 
rrfigibn has little or no concern with the 
ordinary affairs of the world * that its du-' 
ties ftaticP apart by ; themfeJves~j ancTmmg!e 
ttol'Jri the intercourfe which menbave with 
one ahother. The perfect Chnftiatrwas 
imagined to live • a fort of angelic life, -fti 
queflered from the bufinefs OT~pteafures 
of this contemptible ftate. The gofpel, on 
the contrary, reprefents the religion ti€ 
Chriftas intended for the benefit of hum an 
fociety, It aflumes rticn as engaged in the 
bufinefs of adive life 5 and direfls its ex- 
hortations, 
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SERM, hortations, accordingly; to all ranks ?nd 
fiatiooNSj to the magiftrate and the fubjefi^' 
to the mailer and the fervant, to the rich 
and the poor, to them that buy and then* 
that fell, them that ufe and them that abufe 
the world. Some duties, indeed, require 
privacy and retreat But the moft import- 
apt imift be:pprformed in the inidft of the^ 
world* where, we are commanded tQjk*np 
axMghir;2m^'fy^ cur* getifl works to jfaiffi 
ow Pother wkfch is tofaapen* This* \votldij; 
as the context reprefents it, is God'svine-- 
yaod, where each pf us hap a taflk affigned - 
him to perform. In every ftartioa, and Sit 
every period of life/ labour is required; At s 
the third, the fixth, or the eleventh hour, 
we are, commanded to work, if we; would 
pot incur, from the great lord of the vine- 
yard, this reproof, Why ft and ye here aid r the^ 
d<gr idle?-— — We may, I confefe, be* :fcofy* ' 
about many things, and' yet be found ne- 
gligent of the One thing needful -We may * 
bfc <rary a&rye, and, withal, very ill employ- -* 
edv .But though a <perfoum*y .fce ^ndu- 
fttious without bcitig religions, I mtiftat 
. , • , '• the • 
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y the fame time adnjonifh you, ;Jt3tat no maa $&*m; 
can be idje without being 1 &*foL Tbi$*I: 
fhaU endeavour to {hewiri the&queJofthe 
difcourfeu wherein Iipulrpofe to r* pnj>ve>a^ 
vice which h% too common- amogg a^ \t a#ks 
of men. . Superior .admooifh thefr ; ijsfe* > 
riorg, and parents tell tbeh ' children^ tfctt* 
idlen6f$ fetfgut fftothjer ofjeveigrifin jiivwfei^ 
ia theij^cfivA; pfadiipe # tteyri often -rfetthe 
examp^ of ^hat they r^prob^c fovei^yia 
ethers. Jihall fiudy to fhow t that thc^dfe \ 
man is, ; in every view; : both ; footiflb, ia&d 
criminal.; that he neither lives tcMQpd^ 
n^r Jives; to the world 9 nor Jivesvto him* 
fdfc ;>„;,. ; } -.i ,-,. :,; z y <\ * . ^nr •• 

' I, Hfi.U^es not to God, The: great ra*d< 
wife cr«jti)j? £ct tainly does nothing in vain. " 
A.fmaU -msafure of refle&ion might 4»n*: 
vfoee e wry. one, that for fotne ufeful ptiR* 
pofe hte wa» feht into the world. Theiiras 
tufe^f m«n bears no mark of infignififcag~ 
cy, or g&gl££t He is placed at the, head ~ ? 
.ofallth^tgs;here below.. He. is fiirnifhed 
withra-grta^preparfttion of faculties ar*d 
■-■•'■y v powers. 
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**"* "j^ny^mporta'ht'diieov'erieB ; eVett taught 

T?y rfeveMion to donfidct hiirifelf ^i jfapfo- 
ttnedL "by-thfc &ri& <jf Chrift, froH^ \tikhfa % 
Jand intendcdv0 rife, by gradual fc&vajicgs, 
^to Vftjtf tfig&f* ttiSk in the Wni^rfe of 
*G&/ In Tuch -'dtfffiai\&l' % . ttifisjdiftin* 
,fgwi&$, ithui f7avG«rcd^ahd a(ftft|<Hy hid 
^Creator, can hfc^pe to be forgiite:h ? if h^ 
'"?ljm. af no [impr&f^tinfy if he 'putfiie 60 
' nfe|uFdcfi^h f tivcTfbr ito other |rar£ofe iSut 
"to Jn^uigtf ift flotb;t6cp^^ 
? "of the carth/af^'Tt^^fad: his 'db^/lih-A 

dyeatp of vanity ? Exigence Is & focrbd 
'"tfuft; and-fte who thus riiifemploys,* *nd 

fquaiiders it away, is treacherous to its Au- 
^ tKoi\— Loot ardund you/ and, you' will 
* &hofd ; the whole .qhiviprfe ful^of a^lfve 
* ^j?bWers. Action Is,' to fpe^k fo, th$ genito 
^of pature. By motion atid e*ertron ? Ithefy* 
" ftenrof being i£ prefefved in vigtfufJ* *By 
? it^difFerentpbtg always a&iog i$ tfabof&i 

nation one to'a^othdr, the jxtfkffyfohbt ^be 
" Wliole is carried ofu '-T^e'heaVtalf^b'odWs 

perpetually revolve, * Pay af$d nigJjrirtcet 

% ^ fantly 
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flantly repdat their appointed courfe. Con- S E J m; 
tinuil dotations are going on in the earth, 
and ift the waters. Nothing ftands ftill. 
All is alive, and dining, throughout the 
tmiverfe. In the midft of this animated ' 
and bufy fgene, is man alone to remain 
idle in hi? place ? Belongs it to him, to be 
the Cole ina&ive and ilothful being in the 
creation, when he has fo much allotted 
him to do y when in fo many various ways 
he might improve his own nature} might 
advance the glory of the God who made 
him; and contribute his part to the gene* 
ral good ? 

K Hardly is there any feeling of the hu- 
man heart more natural, or more univer- 
sal, than that of our being accountable to 
God. It is, what the moll profligate, can 
never totally erafe. Almoft all nations have 
agreed in the belief, that there is to come 
iome period, when the Almighty will a£fc 
as the judge of his creatures. PrefentiV 
snents of this wdfk in every breaft* Con* 
fciencc has already eredled a tribunal, on 
which it anticipates the fentence which at 
Vohi til N that 
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' banal. Jet us r %mctiiBe& place ©uxijjlvesjio 
- iertoqs thought,; aqd confi4c^wi»at afscoga* 
jve are.,psepar«d ta-g^v^ c^utoooduft'ft 
I^.yvhoawde : usj ; *f j.pl^9fai yflfu^V$ff 
great ^ Ju4ge,«aa^ tl»e# be fupppfi^jp fofc 
** in , a Jtation, wh««c jppii liad .many ©cc*t 
i* Co«a ^.4<SUon, and manj 5>pj»ot$jy>itiw 
«.' of jippjayeoieorf.; Yoo,!: vjefe-taugh ( t»^i4 

?-m ^^y oiJf w dut Jr^$ h W&P%t;.4 
." pourfcof. yeaj^Xcontiaued- you*-l*f«. » 4 
£'. fiirr^pod^d. jpu c uith.,iirj&nd$i> to- whojn 
£^pu j»jgj£ 4>e,ufefuJ. , J ga*e y^hcalth^ 
" calc, leifure, and various advantage ' of 
^l-StSWliW'^rf^WU^rc . axe : the fruits; of 
V^ffh ^kfit» r jv|iich you.poffelfed ? i Wfc? 
^iffijfc&S^MP*^ *'»& *&<<■». toyovt 
J? -telsw, i 2 svhati good* jto .others, f How 
J* hav? you £jled up yqutjp%e,-or -anijwGfr 
i'cd^yqv^ d^iti nation in . th&s wotJd t = E^j- 
p. 4uc» fefjfe; evidence, -of -your aot.4i^ftjgg 
^ :exi§f^ alfogethef jri, ya ia?" r ~ rr Let .fup^ 
aa^je ng^igefc. V»a&a;ift4h£ H'orld,. a^d 
jl Jnvfoti.ty 1^ earth,., tbialfe \ybat janfvvef 
^«5&T?^^.V«"to tboff wfrj-gueitipfis/.; .,. 
... .. * - II. -Fhe 
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their- feHow7*W£*tur*s ja«Q»fld. tfadnfcy: in^t 
i^pfctba;tt!t|ic^j^fe>GocLv I^ad'a&ymaii 
•r9ti%|e t<7*iJ«Hf\*jQO^ «id to bd independ* 
£•!«£ hi* foU*w,: <he »ight!!tHe«TCoiiflitaf 

eafe and floth, without being miftonfibfo 
fofWhcrsjibr ,tfelo,iiiatoiicri/itt^Aifh^hc 
eH*fo tfr Jivpyi But, on the jfaee df fchc 
wrthyftheiecis aci-jfoah p<trfon^6rim i*b* 
KrngtMi ftisrthrdfft, to'tbe^beggak mitif- 
«tf tage^;W*:<»fe; att oonae&d fWtth rood 

a chftinr a£ jtootual dependedcei roaohmg 
firtift the highrfl, td the loiwrrft .ftatian in 
ibriety; 3&bc; order dnd^iaippiocli o£ tho 
iratrkfccaatibt be ntoi«t»jQed>vS9thouta:jKjj* 
peitral dfanhtf ilm of w&irt ^Anttm andtoft 
ikis^whifch d\ are eaUcd upon toipcrforni 
in titeif tdto. -Superiors areaw rata* iridc* 
ptetrfkta ' ofc itKeif i hferiors^ tbafu thei*<infc» 
ritife' ard.df tl^oi.j Bachobarvor^ietoaiwfa 
wkd.olairr^ u^on the dthcr^ aed he, what 
int ftfcy fixation of lifity rdfofos to a£ hit 
part, and to contribute his fharc to the ge- 
. N % neral 
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ICRM. iw»lil«k of felicity, ^fci wta^tobfpr^, 
1 fc?itad ,fr^&e&y» asanwiVMflwtby oiejifc 
her*- JJ£ «*> #w* will.mt loorki ■foys-tbo&+ 
softie Paul, ;wiffor JhouUh* rat-*, < If fea 
will do nothing, to advance tbe j*irpofe4«f 
fp^icty, be bat .no title toeojdythcadvaor 
tages<o&i& l^-''--- " ; ' •• i •' »« -•* '/•.' ,x-'».r 
- Jt i$ f«n«tinoos fuppofed, that iji<Mtey 

afi4 llilifmc«<r«r«:.dotie«. reqawed Ojfrtfee 
poor alodc, and fhet ficbee confer theprir 
viIcg*io£ ( |ieiog idle. Tbisiiifo far, fro*0 
befog jollified ^^fBjafco^how ifteo-fi3«»e# 
it-oaay obtain in fk^, that too highcrone 
is raiXed if* tbe wof idy hit ^WagaMoa 4o>be 
nrcfel i» pr&portionablf in«r$afed> .5£J# 
daam» « poo £iiqi, from warioiM iq^ffiBi^ 
muJttpJyi BfM fpbene of his*<aitfid#tje> 
*vidiai» oa erjeay .band* -Ev<^f*$pQ$pg 
bi»«^j3apt©d^rom ^Kertiag-bwiftj^i^bft- 
baif oi ^4arferiof«, fupp6Jing.tbe feletioji 
detamco lifuocckyg abd» .ifijfc^^lgeltfMi,' 
<te arcfetioo atoong, equal* afruftj#HVfu b$& 
Jfithpm'bc. no rpaa^oMteverhigh 4n : caa%> 
.who&aditllnei frequently m ;Ooed of-tbp 

-V'"-' ; - lpivv -. 2 fh^.mi < y. ; •• •:■-■'• ;•''-' ' 
.:::.-.- . good 
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good t>fifcc3 of bis friend*, d^fft-tbiWft $Sjk*ll 
that he owes indthing tb th^^itowrtp). 
C&ut be fold his artna in feffi&.fc&leri&j 
and expfc*a-td be ferved by others, 4F4» 
Witt 1 «ot-e*e*t fciirifelf, ih toinglertk&ttf 
^y ?-u_^Wc« there n<* mhtff caftt tojft^- 
firy, but the relation in which ferfet^^HS* 
ftaijoVto fcisoWfl fah%, tW rert*hbrAncc 
*T tfcia iltme, ftoeld *nafce*he tfta*i ef i£te 
uefs blnfh. Pitftfcnds he to 'oteJbOfe wtett 
whdnvheis connected by the deareftitiesr, 
tfhd yet will he hot be4ir4iim&lf fotsfheit 
gofdance, their fupport, or their adwroce- 
dem in the world * How fmfttowt, «n* 
cruel, is the part be^ad*, who-fluttib«s-itt 
ftflfUal cafe, while the wants and demands 
^'Vhelplefi^&nJUy ctfy aloud, but cry im 
■Vaftif'fcr 1 hfof igorotw exertions i Is this a 
Wfbana, Is this a fcther, that deferres to 
be'ttdhourcd with tbofe tiered names f 
How meny toices will b*t Hffed'up abated 
hito, at the laft day ? Let fueh pcrfomTe* 
nVeffiber the awful words of (cripture, and 
-tremble. It is Written in the Firft Epaflle 
to Timothy, the fifth chapter, and eighth, 

verfb, 
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I£ RM, verfc, Jfw&frobide not for .his am, <md 

sjf** ffrmify fir ikfe of- hu tomchntfe, he k*th 

denied the- faith? and in wnfe, Hum <w i*jU 

del. ■ *. r . •-...;..•,■*... \ -, 

» . "Til . - / « • - . » 

III, Tvb iceman U«53 *ot to h*nfei£ 
with *ny *m>jre advantage than he Jrvcatd 
the* world* it is indeed oa a fuppafitiotf 
entirely oppofitc, that paribus of this ch*~ 
racier proceed. They imagine that, hem 
deficient foevtr tfcey qiay .to? in^point of 
duty they at leaft ccto&lt their own vfatif*' 
fa&km. They feaueiejaEher* ith^jdnidge* 
ry of life j and betake thfttjrfdier^ .as ttey* 
think, to the quarter «f ; wqoyment anil 
cafe; Mow* in cootmdiflidft to * thii, 1 a£* 
fert, anitbope ito prove, ihat: t &&5dle ,' many 
firft, rfhuts: the door a^iojft/aiLiiix^Mvef 
meat ^ fieaDt/fchat he o^dra it wide to-effeqg 
deftra^ve-foUy, awl, teftly, thatch© \em* 
d«rdCT*rtxnfetf from the tn^jcrnjoynseBrt oif 

** **■*<* * ,■ *.*^ 

1 Fxjtat; He ifauts;*he tloor agaihff nn^ 
provcofteatwof every kind* whether of midd* 
<■*". body, 
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, £>n tdUntfs. *&3 

body, .or fortune, 'T4ieia^o£ oar Bttute; £***& 
the condition under, whfoh^were-pfeoetf- 
frotnuour birth, to, That nothing $3od or. 
gteatirtobeadqalfod, without toft and in-. 
doitey, A pried 'tof appointed by- Frovi-' 
ience to be pdid for<*very thing; ahd the 5 
£riee. of improvement, is' labour. - fndii- 
ftryway, itjdeedjbeTbrRetiffifetfdiftppoiated; 
f*r«w may "not 'bo' always i» tbe foift*. 
not the hattk «i tfo jtrcng. 'Hot, jatthe 
fame time; iris certain that* iii the ©rdi- 
naey-oourfe of thingvwithoet ftrength, 
the battle cannot be gafetedj Without fwrft** 
nefsy the race cannot be run "Wfeh facceft. 
In all fakwr, fay» the vfifothafa, there 1 i'r. ; 
ttofitt but tte foul ef> the jl*gga*&4£Jkethi 
mnA hath mthing*. If We- cbnfuk eithw 
the improvement of the mittdjorthe beaMi ■■ 
of the body, if 4s well known tihat eadrette 4 
tathe great inftrumeot «f promoting both*. 
Sloth enfeebles equally the bodily r *rtd did 
mental powers. As in the aniraai-fyftem 
it engenders difeafe, fo- on the faculties of 



f Frpv. sir. xy \ riii. 4. , 
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SERfct the foul it briog? a fg^l ru.ft, which cot*,- 
**' rodcj and wafies them ; which, in a Jnort \. 



- - time, reduces., the brjgh^ft geftju*^ tp>4h«; - 
feme level with the ipwntft y nderftanding. - 
The great differences .whjch.taji* pJ*Wfc*ri s 
mong men, ace not ow^ijg Jo a,\diftiocl»OTV 
that , nature . has . .'.pgofo in ,th^jr ir $rig!iia|r_ 
powers, fo jpuch . as? to &C. foptrigr 4J1*» 1 *• 
gence ( with f which /ojnc, h.ave } . 1 i«»|iiipy«$ -• 
ihefp .powers b/^ond others. ,X6,n£,p:tn5r 
po$dp ."Vre .poflefe the feeds tf,ipfflgt:&mt~ 
abnijtjes,if; theyare^fyffered , tp t lje de/flaant -: 
within us. ; It is n«t j;h.e latent pfffegionf ■ 
but the *3iye exprtfon ejf ^b^j wfeicfecc 
• givies tbena ,i»e.rit., T^pufanda, ffhntibjfl^irt 
dolence b|a« fpffjkj intp cpntefnptibje t o W^T 
'.* rity,r jjght have, ©pine forw^d t%j^ijgta yi 
.. eftttiftin^ipn, . ifj idj?ne:ir» bad, ,aj^ jgu&jjatH i v.- 
ed tjjjp '«&(& of ajl. ; ( th^ir p^&f r* ,.-. . 1 ta.y o-o* 

?f "OK* j^ : 0^ng on, fa Wpr©v* W\*>K*& V • 
thfngt t go 'to declraej Wft^th.^ fdKfQajfe.s!. 
His character falls 1 into, cbn.tetnnx. .,H«ifpr = .- 
tunes (s ;confumed«, ^(ocdex t -c^fafeffly • «i 
ana emDaraflment, mark his whole fitua- 
tion. Obferve «i«what»Kvrfy Colours the 

. ' - date 

•vr.v 
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..On MtHtfs.\ 15 j 

fttfe"ef4t&a8aifs 19 defcrtbed by Solomorw S E kit 
I&nibttejttldoftlujlothfvly «ndfyti£\ **"~ 
vineyard if- We man void ' of : underjlatiding. 
sit&flfFHwttf all grow* met mtKthorm f , 
MNfiittitofet had ee^eted th K face thereof \}mii^ 
tJi&yibfit tcaff thettof was broke* down. 
Tfa I f™ and (tofiieted it wtll J looked 
upon it, tind received injtrufl ion*., la' the. 
midft, too, of thofc diftrefles which idle*, 
neft befogs on its votaries,' they muft fnb- 
«it to 4nrHijnera We mortifications, * which 
neWf fail to attend their fhsitHSfk) conduct, 
% They kraft reckon, on feeitig ihemfelves 
contemned by the virtuouVand Wife,, and 
flighted by the thriving pa*t of ' mankind, 
They oiufr expec? to be l^ift Isohiqd" by eve- 
ry eoippetitor for rank or fprtune. They 
•wiH "be obKgcd to humble thettfelvej be* V" 
fere perfqfrs, new far their fuperjors in the 
world, Wbomt once, they ^voitW' have difr 
dainfcoV to acknowledge as their cqualsy-r- 
Is it in this manner, that a man lives ' tai 
biaafelf* Are thefe the advantages, 'wniob 



m :•) 



•F^». wj?. ,jft,j». $». 



were 
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«& •*&» Menefs, 

sf«*4C worn- e^&A^cb~b&fotmtf •&*&» fep.ot 
** «ile I The ^pfa'roay at fferft'tyu^ appear! 
e&&ft: R«ft it will fooftbefwrig to (cover 
thorn* mnumtotabtev - 7/»u» VoHg-'-wik- tfm 

<tf>t& Jhipft Turn lHfa$e'<^yftv~lim* 

Sl'JlMti tfy^fvmfi com *9 #*tfte//*fcW* 
&#•,' jMI^'«a*il«r me^rntSd-'mmri-r-^ 
Btft^tfikfVeftty a' ffttfft parf^. tof rthe : evift 
4^tiic9f p*rffci#of this defefipftoff brifig*B 
tfott/Mveft- For* .'■'..:• t 

i In fWf^bd fifteen wfciMn^Kk-ftflHfr* 
ii«h tlicy- Omt'ftK? d6o^J£l& **ery t|i£ 
pWfetiidhti 'tttcy <Jpeh it i tottftfto'the «£»*>£ 
4^iai^ Vte« 'ami foltfesPiiTba h«P 
isifcrinlnfchtsftiiotf fetnaih * always ninttfi* . 
pfeyed. ft»pefllt)tttf »*!*•*!« v*fi«tt*«ter.i 
dfo.wI#^ft> p $yifhert (; florwiit!i proper 
empToymcm,'i<th^ are 'fort'to f tin loke 
ititonot «n4 dWbJ-dch , Whtfe *&■ are 'art* 
jfaeupied by "what is'gdod, efcil Is cdntinn- 

ally 
♦1 ,-t > 
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a% athaatf -* and^binee'atcfe'fiild htfSoripi M£tttf4 
tone,' tfcat •-« . &ixras&t»i*:/ter8£^4i»£ ** 
Mpftt he tpdi pcrffcffijon, *qd" fitted it urt* 
etc/ J^irifr * • Jfcveiy mtn wha Koblfoai 
hia Qondo<5^ gjay fee fatisfied^ 'that Ait 
jiours of idienefi haver always p»Qt*<l tfefe 
hows . moft.: dangetoni to^tfirttie. ft *vaa 
then* .thai iecwntaal defire* arofc v grfilt^ 
poefuita were;fuggefted j. and ^dtfign* wen 
forsfpd, -wiooh .in ttek iflSicj txv© <$i& 
quieted anbeoibittercd bis whole life; if 
fcafons of idlenefs be dangerotw, wfciat muft 
a owitinnod .haBit <of it prtweh Habitual 
iadoleacr^ tyaiilm and-fec*** pwogwfi; 
. . nndeaaai oeserery Virtqcrin the feu j; More 
naitBt syfeujona* tun i their oonirdv end ter- 
minate. 3fceyia»4»kd rapid towCftta, whteh 
| fiuqo and ; Own, ? «irf. btfri- ?doWft every 
, thing M««Kthem. r fiat dftw-havtogovei^ 
flbvwd tfeeil barcfe,, their/ htipetuotfty fofc*. 
6des- TheyfTttuim, -by degrees,- intotbep 
.. agtucai channel and the <Kmag& whfeh 
I they have -dqiief cur be vep8i£e& . ' -Sk>th & 

like 
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4UR M. like the flowly-&>wing, - ptifrid' feettnj; 
JJ^, wMca Magnates to the raarfh, breed* V*de* 
inetttf! anjniak, and potfcnoiis ^lants^M 
infers with pcftUential vapdu#-1n£vrn^8t 
country rtntad h. Ifeving onctf ^aftftta 
the foul, kleaves no part of% foundry an*, 
it x *be fatrie twnc, gi^^ nbPthoTe aW^rnfe 
tO'cohfcie'nce, which tfawcrn j>tidhs df h©!di- 
er and fiercer emotions' often oefcafibn. Tne 
tffaafe- which &brmgs -on) ir creepsiiganfl 
•ififidibgs 5 ahd : is, 6a that aecbnnf; ftore 
>ertenj^«drm ' -'-"v. ^K-t\,t^i 
^ Orie co^n^t-e^^oFfaTeneff, it io notU- 
filb the paflioSs, and, of cotiffe, to heigbtf- 
*noor tfemartda for grattfteafion^ While k 
'unhappily ♦eithdrawl'ifbm^ui "the proper 
^eans of gratifying ^^^emaodV fftfie 
defire* of the induftrfons tnari ef fttnpon 
opulenee orran*, Alport the coturenfcocies, 
<* the fplcndotir of life, he cih acoompiift 
4wi defirts, *£ nwtfcbds \Wiich *it fair and 
nftfotfabla .V Tne idle maahM the fame de- 
-fififchflth the mdoftHout, but riot the fame 
4efbureei ^bi] ccknpaflmg his ends bjf ho- 
^urabTfc iheaW" He mnfl therefore turn 
X-- himfejf 
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hbnfetf t© feek by fraud, <»; by *$ence| W**f 
wha> he . cannet fubrott to acquire b$; i% ' ' 

duftry. Hence, the origin of th^fc nauUir 
pjiee) a^Wto which i4l«?Ki6 is d^Hy git 
tying birth in the world } and which coor 
tribute fo much to violate the order, ajq4 
to diftvwrbt>e peace, of fociety.-— la geiy?- 
*al, jthe children of idleness may. be rankr 
fdtunder-itwd denomination* or obC^a pf 
jtacnj,both of whom may, tocujuftly, b? 
Jermedy - The children of the devil. Ehh^ 
incapable of any effort, they,auei*i4h ; as-iii?k 
into a>^lut« owropefe^f character, ?n4 
contentedly wallow with the druajcardatid 
4e^n*^ r -among the bejd'of&ke'fen&aK; 
^^pqjaarty. overtake them, ojr diiVafc c^it 
ibeni onV-Of, they <are iUoVj^ 4£t*iiH$g 
fiivf&; : &q§m Pf 'Wg9VT*,iihi' itopejledi' by 
t^^-gajgfccwy to vootufe on. a delpe/-*te atf 
£t3Pj$c&* retrieving their -ruined ferWne^J 
J^tb^ca^eVtbejp employ: the art of the 
J6f|fud*i4ent< gamefter^to enffcare/tbe .-r^nr 
JWSyP: : ?j|tj» ...iflUe.fort^ wi$h : the bigh^ 
jvaiyiaa to plpader on $he roadV <K with 
tb^;«h^ a^ad the xoljbcr, tnoy- krfeft U*e 
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whioh aje^fp oft^fv cteJUwed fw» ittfcitto 
ctovfd. . . $p& *re ffQtpwiMyt . tte: Ctfrggnil; 
but wcH koqfwa o0©r«quf Q*sfl:.of^t»^fco 

. » - • *» 1 - * • 

: } I».lh<btW4.»ttd.-Tlftil ptaoff fo* daft* 
§grw$::(ffoKtr i«He»eft-.«Jay : ihe ''ttHvietoe? 
ate thfcre;' ae* pteafi»i6»»hit 1 [jaByi b& feidj 
which 44«^^f ;i3^tHftro/«olbgjf0«nd.hi 
^e»d;c<b|tif i>^»gS ArtnlMfe iiott the xifw 
prafitarbam *£the?ta>&^: w>d : ft»tia' tho 

fpdrr.a&ye ^&JW13tm:iB j& adtaota^J 
whifA,' lea& q£ al^feaip} swe ; admit afrtd 
ppflflft.v lal^flhftif <»f iaoe&pt. labour,, no 

tWi iodttlgejite <*f*»fc* wtfhatiMtordxie-i. 
nMUK^»»4r,yht»ec«»Ilft#sr-«ftit «fe*fc.«A 
»^fct ifci*hAT*o$jtig i* fogrwfrfii evajr 
t(l:ffcdw«^aa4:fptrM jfijtymenfc rf Kfa* 
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pity ofhpwaaa Ufa dqpeqdf 00 tbarcgulat 
profccution of fome laudable. jpujpoSspr 
objeS, w&cj>4i|^,a^^^^vei»*aH 
our power*, [ #urhappineff ©auftftsin. to*. 
purfu|t r «MjicJysaofS tha^in&eajttaioaeok 
of any ^empofa} good. ReJLie. agreeable j 
\&t it i»-p^ly,fjfom prae^ing labours, r Jfat$ 
rejt ■ao)^ if« iffuerij^i^. . W^eft .% 

iaadion, alJufc powers jdep*y,. r .-. tefoptt la*, 
^uilheB ;iffk fi<&MWi jutd the ,^for*t 
which -it propofed. to obtain . fco^rofl, - en^ 
ia tedipefjocis aad infipidjtjr; T9 thif,kt 
^hat^ife/a^le- fet of , raeq be*? ::wjtae& 
*&* f^rj^eadiftg^rqatf a)rVf&it§ir Wt 
jfHi^vJ^i^rj^/h^vo- tt&r&ttj©. **# 
.they. £uic^edr was to be a -pieaj&gg tn^r 

ifeH^WW^SB rf>«* :«f "dwtryh-Wl **»•- 
^oj^ ; ia wvfojjiif^gu^^t *tftfe H#.mfa* 



« 



Digitized by 



Google 



S E rU cTioly'remcrribrincc often returning/ Sf-die 
l5C ' cheatfb* hoirre tfcey paffe&, When thcf Wtfre 
engagwrin the hbheft bufinbfi, a'ntf*l#b&irs 
b? the world;- :; --'- 'ic'^rnsv.w • 
--"We appeal every one wHo^bafr'tHkleiift 
knowledge df dbfervation oFft^'Mftttibr 
the bufy, or the Idle,' have the ttidft agree* 
c able enjoynlent ; bf , ActttiMtok ?• ? €ompare 
* fhern id thei^faimKei. V ComjiareV «ittn 
: irt the forieties i wfth'> whi<& theVintogfe j 
"and refoafk, whifch of themftfeWr hibft 
xheatfilfnelll an'd-gaiety y^wfcien boflefAlie 
f ino'ft -regialilr f floW bf^rte}* w*#e temper 
~ li moft e^ual; ^ho(e'goodlft»moiM',rfHbft 
"•«ncIoude^. While the aQive aafl^ltfijent 
' both'enfivfefii fcrtd ^j6y, % foeiety^thel8ie 
are hot only a ourthwntb fnenrfelVe^ *«t a 
" totirthbn tb thbfe with wftbm- they ^tre cWnv 
" flewd; a nuifarieeto all whohv theyop- 
' jprefi With theif coinpany.- Oh>whbm tides 
Xkat hang fo heavy, a»on the jQdcfcfe) and 
v '4i«y ? : .1^6 wfcbm are the fiohn ft linger- 
ing? W*io^ are fo' often ^etcmrtd with 
^leefrj atttf obliged to-fly tofcvWy e*pedt- 
tiht'-wtiicK «catt help t&bm^fcet rid- of 
'• *•;*•'"'-" * v thcmfelvetf? 
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..tkeslfcUes'?'. IufieaKi of produoihg- ifran- 8 E r M. 

, <pjti$tyv imk>lFrw« pj-ockioefl a fretful reft- iX ' 
Je&Ktff <of wind ; giw* :ri& to cravings 
which are never fatisfied 5 notiriih$6> a fick- 
)y e^M0J^tc4«Ucacy v wtjch four* andcor- 

. Tupts^very.pleafune. .. ; 

_ E»9UQ|i has.^w becn&id toqonyince 

. ejreryy, , thinking gwibn,. ofthe folly, the 

f guitt^and; ,th*raif«*y»:of. an idle gate. Let 

i thefe adttwipitions: ^ji M - up, to exert pur- 

. felve& .kt opt . different ^cupatioasy with 

, rtlut - virto&^s a&i-yity- which Jbecoaic*- men 

p -and Chriitixns;. -Let u& arifofifonV the bed 

•of (tythj diftribotcour time, wjtl^ -attention 

v . ,^d fare- k . and iropsoyc- to advantage .the 

-. P^ortWP^i^whichProvidcnce^isbcflo^'- 

^d. ,v y^Tnatcrial inj£ni^ in; which, our 

. ifewtai flatio^s eng-age us f may pften prove 

•:^K»t„^ciftit to oan*fcjr thc4«riioie !8fc<?F 

i .tjrn£>;.a&dj ft*eptJQn. -In -the ttfe.^^Jbf 

-iiw*fy fK%thjtm # am*.^:eqy«^ ^e^ik.-of 

^lejGji^. ^ t ham.. take .caj*, r.that^into 
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wrrjiptiag aroufeiBOTts^or. to flfflff'W^P 

%- We <*#(****&. 'taifctigtefr 

tjise-i^ncfs always l^ooiecs, «ftfa$ fWSHfe 

At tte ISync iim^let the courfe «C4f¥£ 
employments be onJered in fuch a n^ftber, 
tfaat in carrying, them on, we may be alfo 
promoting our eternal intcreft. With the 
fcyfinefii of the warid, Jct?ns properly. i»- 
terrain the asenaifes of jdfevatiock By iriw- 
gioua duties, and virtuous anions, let as fam- 
ily to jffepaue otir&lves for a better world. 
Mtttc^midftaf our labours for this iifb 5 j tie 
never to be forgotten, *hat me jnuft ^fojtf 
jfa£ &fc kittgdomofGod) andhis rightedufmfs ± 
und give, diligence to, Make our cal&zg and 
ekfiwnjkre. &Xb*twi£<^hovt 3£tiv&{ocvcr 
mc may feem to feejbur whole a&reky wilt 
prdVtf only<a laborious ruUenefi : Weihall 
appear in the end, to have been tmfy to no 
purpofe, or to a purppfelworfe than nont. 
/ • •> ** v : -Th_en 
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1*hea only We fulfil the proper character of 9 fe *> M- 
Cnttffia^, When ^re. ioiaVthat pjbu9 zeat ws^. 
which *Hferom&f us u''ra^ lerVahts'of God, 
WW 2&af rnduftry which i* required o£ 
^'^^c^i"nietnbetsof ^>ciety j when,S<^ 
ctfiafifi jo l&e citation of ihe Apoifflej 
vet are found not/lothful in bufitiefs, aod,at 
the fame ti m p , fi rm* * mjfitit , feroing the 
Eri*. ill -"-~ ■■'■ >:: x/ \ 
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• V^;-;'.'v. : ( !:n:;;: -*:;r^:.' *i5::»?*»q 
6a the Sen se oF tHe X)i vin e I^esence. 

fcj; •:•!; v -?l : \V ^ mW li^—iir^ i ir'»"Hi*;ii )*•:.? 

,.'!.. '. . '* : ■: • • < • -V* «;v> 

• PValm Ixxiii. 23/ : - ?'•'". 

, •*-*■*• 1 *m contiauafty with M#<~*~?< >- 

SERM. ^/p; B jj ve in a worU w hicfe k^fulfc^f 
t^ divine prefence and ponrah^SRfcflbe* 
iioH every where around us the tface^ of 
&at fupreme goodneis, which Qftihte&Baitd 
fopportg the univerfc. Day uttienthffieeck 
3fi4t to day ; and night Jkoweth kwmkdg&tf 
ft to night. Yet, furrtranded as we ate^ with 
thte perfections of God, meeting him where- 
tfttff*we go, and called «pon by*athcrof*nd 
fcbjfe&s, to cbnfeft his pi^eiice^it isj^oth tfce 
misfortune apd the; uitoe b£ a great part 

:■** Of 
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Qnibe&tfroftht&fyifc&fotcC 1*97 

of mankind, that they are fhaagttrtQ HitH 8 ER '*$ 
in whofcrwtold^they dvgelt ., Occupied with 
nothing W*hcir ^rfohs of intereft and 
pleafure, they pafi through this World, at 
though God: were not there. -:!Fhe virtue 
otis and refining, are- particularly diftin- 
gulfbed from the giddy and dilute, by 
that habitual; fanft. of. tfec-diwne prefenee 
which chara derifes the formers TY> them, 
nothing appears void of <3o&f They con- 
template his perfections in the works of 
nature; and they trace hi* s Prpvidence in 
the-inci&snta of life. • •WheCfetircd-frpnt 
the world, he often employs their Jmedite- 
tfont.nt When engaged in ac"fcion,:be always 
inflii)6Afccs their conduct. Wherever a pious 
iDai»is)jojr:whate*er he does, in- the ftyle 
6£&feir>tafck£ he is continually with Gut. .-.:•» 
A^9Fh^i«^py .e&d of this fentiment 30* 
tin* hearty* fully difplayed in the context' 
.We/fee it /alkying all the difquict . which 
tte riPialmiftjtan die preceding verfet^ de* 
ferifcet &mfclf to hate fufitrcd oa account 
©ft the |)iofpc»tyVo£ the wicked. The firft 
*efledion!;whfch wftpred tranquiliity tQ his 
»• mind, 
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**$** »\*U^ »>^^na emhtm«ie M thy j*fc> 
fetMP&Ri&tcLr ^fertfi)Wy?ji jSagtiiC8irtt#t 

/^^f ; A«^. Hi; fecsnfe ftufiWrjUhdeWhtiB 
««Bf; idiAfifleaotbd: righteowr thfptHfttift 
Jiuf :jtr>thato»: A*y cent* am » <ffi tetag 

Rbti«tor*sii*ft<>fe.f*dpUto* jtafcitaii *#d* 
cootferfd ta-&mntad,thotBv , Whatfopt* 

feaft and jc^ri am G«dv :..£&«»/» £t«tf* *** 

tKgZ9JJp~- .ilmntolinive I Hi auttwtJhif W&& 
arndtbax irdtacilptm *m& I de/rrc be/Ob 

mtt. .'...,... * .. .>< »ji'. , I iKi1> 

- •'■ •' • V. ■'• . . .' -..- I;-.,;, i V^ 

the. ieafo ef-> the di-rhte prcf<asfccrfe,fitt#d: to 
fdwduce. ilpoh men.. .Grifc is^torreftmtn 
the** fcow vkdf the cfcher, t* encourage* 
tinftvitaie; Its ofxiratifOBv **• t cbefcfe i^>- 
oti the ffoher, h ohyicfuL . TJte pbtpfctm* 
£r*&«ee of fo powerful **d jtanctabfe 4 
*Mfb«&/isci» btf thrihoft tmfalftOTftddr;*- 

.7'..;. folutc. 
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-fchrte. fcceoiovcBaft tke tfteontf j*nieta S $£** 

fotteuy amUx fnppofcdto gi»c4o: criweau * 

4* aggtsrates'tfee fgmh *>f them, faa»;»tj». 

4ng acdaimittod m faeetof the Ahmghtyt} 

aod ;Jrts ->pow»«r to iirikfr tmror into the 

imrt of tbeigreatdtcrmtraa), itrthecaidft 

'Ot tw miftkttJj. .While this priaeipte of 

*djgwn tfaoa efaecka and terafirt the fin* 

neryfc produce* alfo anotfao* dfcd^thatnof 

^ftrcngttwwag aad oomfortiiig ottfev. goad 

ttaii, m the pcadice of feis oaty. it stfaa 

'fafkienoe of the diyine psg&nee -, on goad 

inen, whiea% in confequenoeotf the BfalaqjtiBi 

ientintcnt, I puflpofeto confide*. To: their 

charader, k belongs to be contimui&y v&k 

Cod. I (hall endeavour to (hew the high 

ibecrffit -aftd : eorafoil which- they derive 

Qfrom fcth a habit of mind * and Stall, for 

4hi£'mdy firft con&ier there internal moral 

fiete r >, and next, view themes thejr atee£- 

-fsdedby fe**ndof the external accidents 

attdtrtttaoon* 06 1 life. 

- -Ley n« begin wrth eooirdoring them m 
: tfcek- internal Date. The behof of the divine 

pretence 
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S* RM. pwfcart adfe upori- them -hewf fir%4tai 

i«titemcnttawirto€* 5EbepKfonee ofcoafcf 
whom wc ihighlj* *ftwm xtfd rtycaK^ia£:» 
fopirdrotgn,iar m^antta** fathtr r ar<bfirita«d; 
wh©jfe appr obation wciii«;fobcitoMBtoigaiQv 
wtbrayaiboioditoxxaltAhc powers fof tuoj; 
'to i jcfiiuc, ; and i improve their • ' h&ftviotdv 
Hchcfc, it ihaahccn given.afea jralecb^jta-r 
tent mdraliiia; that* in tnrderctixexK^iidi 
MfcUte,.we :{hculd ptppcmndrto * oar fe lv cj 
ii^dne pcrfonnof emineat aad difliiiguiffiod 
"toorjth^Lami fliould arcoftam ou«fclveinta 
a£>as i£ be \pxw^adia^by,^nd^cht^fe 
ingous^ !T?o theeftce» and approbation 
afoithchr: fellow creatures, . bom? amntxiafo 
6bfe. TherCiarc few who, ii> titoconipi* 
ebons pacts of their life* wheajthfi^rkwrar 
ite ieyes. o£ the public to ht iiiedijtydNben* 
xtinbt thein part with propikty^nd to- 
ttorpm, Bat what is the ohfercral ion. *£<thr 
.rpoiiliG, what. is the prefenoa «f 'lhe.gneatoft 
^w;wifefl man on earth^ito thatprefeaocictf 
.the Divinity which conftantly fiirr©urud« 
jus?; The man who sralifes to hi* -mkd 
,*h» auguft prefooetv feels a coniforitincca*- 

tiv? 
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tTO^fopVafcqeitring^ *hftnfelf wMi- dignity,? s^^Sfr 
Hecvfc\w?faimfclfn a£ pktoEd oir : an itiofttr- * 
caisttheaJtrer: Ta Irawe -the r ^kim^hty^fbr 
tbefpddatDr^and: wiftnefcW his rondu<9£ 
k:i»pre* Chirac than > if . thfcr whole wirfld 
veracx afiemWed to obferve him. Mcrrjuigw 
often faifely } always ~ itnperfb&Iy/ of what 
pafiesdbofbse .them; ~ Tfrey.aradrapofcdflti 
by fj^ous appearances | aaWbtbcr; afttfioi* 
csrtyl jway»tha praife whiek; is :due r tor the 
fieffirving. ■ Even fwppofing them *w jswjgfc 
feirlyy .we may want ihe ^jkrtoiiityorf 
dcangjuftice to our charadka^ by anysptftoi 
per difplay of at ia the fight ofi the world* 
Ooiriiturstionmay bury mobfeunity, thofo 
*kfenis>2ntf rtrtaes which were intitletf J& 
wttifharndtfco highefti efteenv Bat he> m 
wtodfe/prdfence the good man a&s, is both , 
«b impartial; and an unerring judge of 
*rferth.nr No fallacious appearances impel* 
o<»htm. Ife fecret virtue is hidden from 
bimvi lfcisa*t)entixre equally to the mtaiu 
eft arailhe gneJatefr; and iiis- approbation 
confer® eternal rewards*. The man, there* 
Hfoie* ^>fa&*Jete < the Lord wl^s^iefGrs him 9 
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A*WH fe!jaro«tpW*tfristoel M» virtue bfniefftfl£ 
**ijfcH aW pottiliairtoi Wntfetf, sntt wfcltfc 
^afca^-on the li«te of 4u*y, both hefoatfr 
and intereft. I hmx kept thy pe*$4^it*k 

ifo *. . • . i •• ;>, -s'.dixoiitu 

o-f t c': -■, .•"; ..• • ,. • •? :' ■. '" --'i'n: a'oof 
-^^uttOfliN^ however, hia -vfttaetarftg* 
de-rtfo-urs to be faithfol, many impeiW<- 
tMnStntt aticM them. A fsultle&'&titit 
*f ftnbfemttirttf life, i* beyond tho wath of 
ftwn- Bfcfflom Will fomctinws twrenwtftfc 
b*m • $ 4tod : ambition or mtercft-, in arv «ai 
gtiatded hoof, *#iH turn him aildt infc» 
«¥ii. Hwice, fee w«H'be<afini*c^&tlf& 
AUT^frtsdtJiftjtifetcd by b fenfc of goHtwfd 
Jtfiyv la thi* ftate, to irti'ich' we-atetfftfta 
xfc&oced by^tthc wcakircfs of hutrta* na&»<*, 
*be belief of Gcd'scontinttaJ prdfertce Wittg« 
JttJef totbo heart. It a&ed before^**** 
teitttatrrtg principle it now a&s as.a print 
<tfp& of Comfort. In • the in idft of ttiiny 
j|fe$)erftdians» a virtuous man appeals *to 
Qffi~.'lift*fatsi ' totttecfe; lor the (biceritjr of ttfc 

\ ••<••'. •Pfarmcxir. 168. 

K- UVi } intentions. 
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iprtoM&Mi^sr Hot ctm 9pp^*to fcpa who ft&ftil* 
fate Ah/tame* that m tl»,gene«ai twtki *" 
>6,l^<fr^<%>rt is. iris ftudy to keep the 
Jaw of^Tad* * 6 

vttjMavuJblW, ameftg men, i& rigid, aad 
iriflexible. As jh» hmnaa* lawgiver <&j| 
look into the hearts of his fubjenSb, ho 
caorwVtfWi tfcoagh he were eve* pre- 
fect with them, eftimate .their character 
#«*&&; && <*** »*** w»:iiHio^ai|ce P foir 
particular iituatnfts. He mutt -fngfo ife 
*hqi£tra*< term* to ill whoi£t heroes v a*4 
tro*t all aHko^ acebviimg tpi their autw*j4~ 
*&ioal.< But emty mwrote ,diverfity-of 
c^m^H s«f rtiper, and fi taction, bt known 
tajGrffc^ ft ia not oaly from what his fer# 
3raftt*4$, feut from what they fcok to d$ 
th*fc hf forms Ins j udgemeat of the m. H* 
attend *o/;aU thofo eircotnftances whick 
moder dje triad of their virtue, at any tufte* 
fccQijliarly bard. He hears the whifper of 
<kvo£ion da if fifes* in the foul. He heboid* 
the teai<rf<fontrUioo which ftils ja fecrat, 
He fees {ho good intention ftgjggling m 
its birth j and purfues it, in its progrefs* 
x through 
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toamt. #wugb thgic. various, obftacle j. J »fhieJit»iky' 

x fgeyf&t it fro^pipftninginto a^iojv <li**i 

OP^jn, tbejpeforBi in .their nmft -iftgnfetebuii 

^eje&ed ftate,. draw foroe oonfolfjtipttjj&oitt 

Jtffck^wledgesofj their be$rt, l&fejigk^httf 

n»ay. fofnptime^ ia-ve ^wofj from the tight 

gajlv.fhey can look up»,to him, who ,i* owr 

3fj^ thei»,^d %,«»: ao 4gK>&le#tw1ti> 

ftj^grKWOftfly offended, once fcid, to .bis 

gceat.MaiJe** lArd t ibwhwH$ 4Jj0fongi% 

i^l(pmfiithitj[hm.thte* f ' .-!:y«./i3fj 

— Af>pesUog ; thus to thairomnifcicefciwit*- 

JWF&j thty^are rotf vu?a%^oMhed and<enC«m* 

tHg<riil>3Mhft.Jta|» c£ hir< clemency- At 

thcv|a®e.t|njt, it, is the peculiar adnraurtage 

of this fenthnent of the divine prefence, ' 

that it prevents fuch hope (topi flattering 

tfetm.too much, oc ritf ng^nto-iaw^jpie* 

fojjjptjon. For while it fncoudfage^Jt^toMft 

^Jjfo.tP'huwWe, a piow man. If ;it[ eflccsu* 

rage him, by the reflection on all htfr,'go4d 

difpofitions being known and attended to 

by,, ,Qod, . it .bumbles hipj, . by ibe** eawto- 

t*J-i:i;>j ..':••..... . ••. . :•.•;• ;"'•■' - M^k'/U; 2;ls.> 

•John, w. .!?.», „\ ■.' . .- 

brance, 
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•i4w*lB^ wider the feirfe of Gotf bemg.co*- 
irowaHy^ith tp, we keep alivo the fitepc* 
terf*per of a Chriftmii irf titefoolf hninilit^ 
w^ctffcdejeaiptt $b*tsMv$& *\\Wa#p& 
Wet are^ebcared, -with bat • briag liftetf '**pl 
Wiy fedfeuffeltootftMxious to tfce a&obfer<- 
v&g tyettf jtiAfee* biit are o<*frf<ttW$>rth 
fhei&ougKts ofahart mere? w^$tfW*tigh 
Jefu* Ghrift, theivDkfaeiius^o^alt JieArtt 
•botes forth to the findei»'itti<fci»tfHtik-- 
Soohiflre thebkflfcd e«efifr*hietahfc.pift£ 
t*ple^tf religion produceB upon' titeioiWtfti 
metaY&ate of a-'good-inao^ .JtetfattiewiV" ' 

Tjnhltiliii fecond place, .cbrifid4T Wei extert- 
nvbcifcfaafbmtesV' »*nd examine ■ the Ik- 
flutfScb whteti thd lamfe principle H*fcp<W* 
h#s tetppinef^ im fcraral different fitfiititai 
bitifc;^ * > v : •• v • ^ - r ■. --r , :v 

* ill^tmsdirfr view him in u^that the wortd 
ckife ' profpcr ity ; when his circum&mcds 
are eaiV or affluent, and his life flows in. a 
' f linooth 
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4S'RJL tinooth untroubled ftream. Hctt, if angMT 

*• ^ t» thought, that a^£Mrictrf4h«\tR*tt^ ^b»- 

feme jcoqU opfetate' (upon diiai» griflfgi-dit' 

riudfyv for pjttntotoagtetpperainoei'aiitiiri^^ 

ibaiaing tlte dtfttd^dfiddeat fcr a pnoapfci 

*w« ftates Valuable 1 etTofls, indeed, thefc' 

ape ; «ni mo&cdmtactVB tbtfae teurf*h^- ; 

-rrtmtof ak -<thai is cagucafale im«fc. A - ! *Ufe 

itJuiughit, ^doubtlefi, docs e»ert tba fafo^ 

*aiy iwflufeiKC) yet it flops .not there. - !K> 

aam-Only pwferwtSJthe victueof.agobdaw^i 

'-aw^itta temptations of plea fore, btit^it 

sp«e»4o>hi8 prosperity aJbouttty:, araAa^pev 

icoliar.relifli, which to jothcrs is utiloraiwn. 

He vtioui*: without a-fenfe of Go&Mpon 

bis mind, beholds in human affaita nelthii^ 

4>ot a pjTpetoafliflB(£hia*M)n,^d vioiflKud^ 

irfe?fat&. lieftt'futecttndedro^ 

iewrfbs, which amy J>c trodtnig ihk ti*ftn& 

itionSnfecnret. -He amnot OTQid pefcttfving, 

that there bangs over him the ifreflflffWe 

arm of that Providence, whofe dflbleaiure ; ' 

fhotes done nothing tovftay or avert.- '' But- 

ihewho, inXhe day of profperity, .'dwells 

with God, is delivGjedffromitbtffe difquiet- 



Digitized by 



Google 






i ^ ^ 



^i^^rote^ory &om whom te^nceiWahtt 
f^thp£h^fotoef* with i^itoh te rec<ri*ek 

lirc^>weli; He trii^vthrti d&e Go<\\thmk^ 
Jie^fayefc wiU w* fr* fa&e-1>iro ;• that jtfa&» 
^podfceii which he ha$ ali^d^cSperiortao^: 
wiil coalinuc to i>k$fs him ; a^dl^ir^i^^ 
beliefs Jfcknfeif not fexetOpte<£ *r&a* tfe*: 
changes of the wedd,- y^t v ;i*l ttoe nafcfcft af, 
tt^efe, hehar:gl*iindto;h«^ 

left open to hiin. - - <-'. \u\ 

M&tww* jthfc pjeafofiefi o£ Hfe y tahtfe 
they : JU^^are uafpcakabjy vhe^t^jici* bjri 
the pfefc^oe of that Beaefador ^rho bol 
4fowa*|iet^. Ti)c^ieafipgoin^tbno>f gra^ 
titude to the -giver, wragles with the enjtav^ 
rocnt pf the gift. WhHe< ta>t<*e .mere wofkk* 
If roan, the tvhole tfratee of nature is* ority* 
a vaft irrcgnlar fabric ; kffti the - c6u tfe • ?c£ 
human affair* no mow*haa«^coofiifefl fuo* ; 
cpifioa of ibrtui tm>s wem-, aM * i*attm* & 
bea^t ificd,. an4 every agre^fWte r \mideni for 

"" . enlivened, 
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g'SrRMt enlivened, to him who be holds-God in all 
things. Henqe arife a variety of pleating 
fenfations*to fill up thofe folitary hours, in 
jvhich external profperity fupplies him with 
no entertainment. In the fmiling fcenes of 
nature, he contemplates the benignity of 
its ; author. I ft its fublimc objc^te, he ad- 
mires his majefty. In its awful and ter- 
rible ones? he. adores his power.. :Hc dwells 
in this world as in a magnificent temple, 
which is full of the glory of its founder ; 
♦and every where views nature offering up 
j$ incenfe to him, from a thou fa nd altars. 
Such ideas exalt and ennoble' the human 
mind 5 and reflect an^ additional luflre on 
ihe brightnefs of profperity. 

From, the profperous, let us, next turn to 
the afflicted condition of a good man. For, 
as profperity may,, affiiftioh certainly will, 
at one time. or other, be his lot.. It enters 
into the appointed trial of his virtue ; and, 
in one degrees other, is the doom of ail. 
Here we (hall find various fixations occur, 
in i^hich no relief is equal; to vrhat a vir- 

* tuous 
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tuous and holy man derives from a fenfe of SERM 
the perpetual pmfence of God, 

Is he, for. inftance, . throwji into an ob~ 
fcure condition in the world, without friends 
to affifl hiro, or any to regard and confider 
.his ftate i He enjoy* the fatisfa&ion of 
thinking, that though he may be neglefled 
by men, he is not forgotten by God, lb* 
confideyable as he is in himfelf, he knows* 
that he will not be overlooked by the Ak 
jtnighty^ amidft the infinite variety of be- 
ing, or loft in the immenfity of his works, 
The poor man can, with as. much en- 
, couragemcnt as the rich or great, lift up 
his eyes to heaven, and fay, JWeverthelefs> O 
Lardy I am continually with thee ; Thou hold* 
eft mc by my right hand. The gracious pre.- 
fence of that Supreme Being is aflfe&ed by 
no diverfity of rank or fortune. It imparts 
itfelf alike to all the virtuous and upright; 
like its glorious image, the fun in th& fir- 
mament, which (beds its cays equally upon 
the huiable cottage, and upon the palace of 
Kings, In the pretence 'of the great Lcjrd 
of heaven and earth, all the diftin&ions 
Vo^ IJL jP which 
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S E X RM - which .vanity has contrived to makeamaftg 
men, totally difappcar. All ranks arebn otte 
JeveJ, ; ,5T& rich, and iJ?e poor bene indeed 
met together \ without any other Idifiiiw&iioA 
-than what arifes from the heart and^he fbuf; 
The fenfe of this,, lifts thi poor man above 
contempt $« fopports 1 his fpirits»wbeii apt to 
.be deeded; and beftows dignity. 0nth^ 
part which heads. How rnconfidwabfe 
foever that part may appear in* the fcfimia- 
lion of an injudicious world, it is to nob J ed^ 
when virtuoufly performed, by, thte >3ppB©* 
bation of his diving witnefs. .,. He-can bcax 
with indifference the (corn of the* proud, 
as Jong as be 'Knows, that- there- is on* 
higher than the higheft to regard hira. 
He can epjoy hirafelfwitjr pieafure in 
his mean habitation, becaufe he beifefws 
that God dwells with -him there. » The 
Divine prefence chears to: him < the; moft -l 
lonely retreat. It accompanies his fieps to 
the moft diftant,. regions of the earth. If 
heihould be driven into exile from all his 
friends, and obliged to dwell in the utier- 
meft parts of the J^ even there God's -hand 

wouU 
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would* hold hint) and kis right hand 'would s'ERM. 
guide trim, though left' without com pa- 
hiohor friend, he i>ever thinks himfelf de^ 
foktc^ as: long as hd dan fay, 1 dm JHU with 

GoA t * *- : : - * 

* * . ■ 1 - * * 

- : Butt though raifed aboVe obfcurfty or 
poverty yet, in any Situation of fortune, ca- 
iumny* and reproach may be the lot of the 
Xcnrant t& God. His good intentions may 
be mifcBnftrudted • his chara&er unjuftly 
traduced * and, to the open-reviling of ene- 
mies, the roore bitter uhkindnefs of friends 
may foxnetimes be joined. In this Situa- 
tion, when wounded in fpirit, and, per- 
haps, unable to make his innocence appear, 
to whom (hall hehiave reeoiirfe for defence, 
to whom make his lad appeal, but to that 
God who is ever prefent" with him, and 
who kriowcth his heart ? How frequettt- 
ly, amidft the injuftice and oppreffibn of 
the world, has diflreffed innocence had no 
other relief but this ? " God is my wit* 
v ji«fs^ God is my avenger. He hath feen 
*' jtj ai^dhe wiH repay." A good coiir 
¥ ? fciencc ; 
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SE RM. fbjcnce, it js true, ify of itfclf^ a powerful^ 
fppport But Gc4 M kordi of the con- 
feienpe^and it is, only wh&n rj»iiuc$td 
wfth a^fenfe of diviq^ pjrefence and ^spr** 
batiori, that a good confciencc be^pmfs a 
Heady principle of fortitude in the~ini t nd, 
under all difcourage|ii^ftt^. Hence, a w- 
tuoiis man poflefles a high degree p£ uk}c~ 
pendente, both on the praife, and on the 
eenfure of the world. It is enough to, hinr, 
if, when undergoing the fame reproac;l^s 
which Job fuffcred from his miflaken 
friends, he can fay uyith hjm, Behold my 
VPfyfft & *JF heaven* an d m y record is 4m 
high *, He afFe£U not to divulge h{s good 
deeds to the worlcj, ; He is. without ion* 
cern whether the world be acquainted witlpt 
them, or not. He knpwetb, that hh' Father 
which is in t heaven feeth infecret ; • and that 
his prayers and his ahnscome up in grateful 
memorial before him. JVith me> it is ajhtali 
flung to be judged of you> or of maris judge- 
ment ^ he thatjudgeth me is the Lord\. He 

' * Job xvi. 19. . f !• Cor. iv. 3. 4. 
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jfall briig forth ty ' righteoufnefs) *t laft, as SRAM. 
the light) and mp Judgment as tte nook dfy. ^ 
In this confciou Aleft of integrity,- fee looks 
down with indifference, sw from a ft peri or 
ftatioh tipoh the harfti cenfures of a giddy 
atid; ! ignorant World. The fenfe df being 
continually with God diffuses over his foul 
a holy calm,. which unjaft riproaclt^cinnot 
difturbl In t&e pfbfefcce of that augufl and 
Venerable witnefi, all the- rifeife art^* cte- 
niou^s of men! like the murmur iftgs of a 
diftant florm, iiie away/ 

Lastly, Suppofing the ebaf after of a 
good man to be untainted by tesproach, 
fuppofing alfo bis external fituatiort to be 
opulent or diftinguiftiec^ toany, rtdtwith* 
ftanding, and ft vene, are th^ diftreffes to 
which he may be exposed. Secret griefs 
may be preying iipon him; and his heart 
left to feed in filence on its own bittemefs. 
He may labour under fore difeafe, and dif- 
cern his earthly frame gradually ftioultter- 
ing into duft. He may be deprived of tkofe 
friends and relatives who had been the 

chief 
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S E R M. chief comfort* of bis ftate 5 or may be ob- 
liged to prepare hirafelf for taking fafewel 
^f them for ^cref. In the mkiii of thefe 
v$riQu$ »ffii#ing fcene* of human Jifer, so 
coafol^tion can be snore powerful than 
What arifes.-ftpra the pte&nco of atdiwne 
prote&Qr and gualrdiin^ to wvhoxn:our. caie, 
with all rrts- fetrowty i« perfc6t]y:kiiow:n. 
2a Aw^/iayif the Fiahnift,t ^poured mt my 
cmfrlaint* I fumed before- him m^trmbfc. 
I looked tin mp 1 right Mndi and viewed - r but 
behold there was no man-iuho emettfikrtkj? 
JvuL If aid unto thee 9 Lord, thou" art my 
rtfuge. :^hmyn^fpmh-rwat.(M^ 
pithin nk, then t hou knewejt nppatkl***- ■ 

f We all know, that to cbmmunidafe but 
grief toa faithful firleod, often givei>;ea<fe 
and relief to the burdened heart. Sxxch cona^ 
munication we &f eencour&gcd to itrake^ and 
fuch relief we may expert to find, in pour- 
ing out our heart before that God in tvhom 
tompajfionsfvw. We tbay have no earthly 
friend to whom we <ian with full confix 

r 

* Pfalm cxlii. z % 3. 4. 
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deuce difctafe allotir fonb^H; or we may S ERM. 
want words id wfeicfli to exprefs them. • Bat , 
God is the fcarcher of all hearts ; and tffe 
hearer of all prayers, -To the^ fecret 1 &tf- 
gofth of the foul, he is no inattentive' wit* 
fiofc; * »Bvery groan which is heaved frote thte 
labouring bofotri, though heard by no hu- 
mtfrt e£r, reaches his throne. As he knows 
(airframe^ fo he remembers toe are duff*, and 
thcace light tttifes to the upright in dark- 
nejs. For the hope* naturally fprings, that 
this benefieient being will pity them, as it 
[father fitieth kis children ; and in the midft 
of thofe diftreflfes which the prefent cir-> 
cumftanccs of roan render unavoidable, 
will /end them tielpfromhis fan&uary. Sur-' 
rounded with this xompaflionate prefence 
of the Almighty, godd men never view 
themfelvcs as left in this vale of tears, to 
bear folitary and alone, the whole weight 
of human woe* In their dark, as well as 
m their brighter hours, God is with them. 
Even in that valley of the (hadow of death, 
where no friend, no comforter, can go a- 
long to aid them T he is with them (till. In 

' Jhe 
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SE&ftl the laft extremity of jAatom* the t&i and 
ftdtffof thi Shepherd of Ijmljkpport thm.> 

Thus I have (h<ywn, thought anj'ftfl** « 
perfcd manner, what .bejfeftft'ii^ty W**% 
derive from an habitual fenfeof the diviner 
prefeadfe. It animates and ftreagthen* ttaii* 
virtue. It enlivens and brighter their p«w 
fperity. Under various form* of adwriityv 
it afibrds them confoletion and relief*** * 
Such confederations, undoubtedly; forum .» 
ilrong argument in favour of a devoufcipi^ 
rit, and a virtuous life, But ttt$ya*e£UA* / 
^derations which may, probably* be*cegardU? 
ed byfome, as ideal and vifianaf y * rafuiriagp 
aid from a heated, or an enthufiaftic fancy?, 
in order to give them fore*. I readily ad- 
mit, that amidft the hurry and tuHui*' 
lence of the world, it may be difficult to 
bring thafe religious fetrtirheats as fully ia*. 
to view, as is neceflary for their making a 
juft impreflion on the fowl. OThis requires 
th^ effort of an intelligent and fceliag; 
ipwdfr *nd therefore cannot be cxpe#ed 
t0 be commonly found. To the uarcfleftv 
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is 6*pafe& toifeiifo Whfrt *i$ imrifiWt^ **/ X 
the! fanao to than, as if ithad no etlftenccJ 
But by r^hqigrriflbftfi of their <wHPQO«£j£ 
t«m* thty hawa^tktomc^ 
ethcw.b ;WhiiW-tJw^ affe# to toeat <all eottn 
ii^ei^t ioiii 1si&»cr ft»m liu^ ie«fe «f - thud** 
vfcws pfreftnoe, ar yifibiwrjf #nd <anthufia& 
, ,tir|)i^oo^ y :.:itoi,ihe ooixtfary f > be ckatif: i 
lhowB^tb^ifc^a^ the~taoft; 

certaan:andQnqueftk>nable .principles of! 
reafon. ;,Tiley cflbntially belong not to *e# : 
vealed only, but to natural religion. Their 
reality can be denied by none, but thofe; 
who deny that' God exifts, or that he got* „ 
vems the world. For, if he exift, he muft 
undoubtedly pervade and tnfped the world 
which he governs. ♦ He muft know what 
is going on throughout his own univerfe j 
and efpecially rauft know what pafles with- 
in -the hearts which , he has made, and of 
which be is to judge. To be every where 
prefent, is the attribute of his nature, 
whichj of all others, is the moft neceffary 
Urhfc adminiftration : of the uni verfe, This, 

accordingly 
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IERM. accordingly, is an attribute which all re- 
ligions have afcribed to him. Ail nations 
have believed in iti I AH focteti«s appeal to 
it, in the folemnitiefc of 'an oath; by which 
they determine controverfies. This attri- 
bute being once admitted to belong to the 
Deity,: the confluences which I have de- 
duced from it, pfcrmty -and naturally foU 
low: And every good man has ground, to 
fay, Lord, lam fantmua^Jj ta&tfi thee. ' 
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' ,0,n 'Patience. 

i.-i-, . " , :' ,.. i ;< '• . ': ^M r :Y ; i .■ -,\ '* 
: l- '. . .J rrr I"! '. ' ' :» n ;i j. . • ::':■ 

Inyaufftilkntefojfefs ye^ •* 

IKE fvffijfi** of our fbuh ft & Very em- s E R M 



phatical expfeffibn. It defcribes-that ftatS 
in- which '*'a : Wari^has^bbth the i\x\\ com- 
mand, and the tindiftur bid enjoyment 
of bimfelf $ in oppofjtion •• to his undergo- 
ing Tome inward agitation which difcom- 
pofes his powers. Upon the leaft reflect 
tion, it mufl appear, how effential fuch a 
ftate of mind is to happinefs. He only 
who lhu8pq/fy/fes s his foul is capable of pQt 
fefling any other thing with advantage : 
and in order to attain -and preferve this 
' felf. 
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24o / On Patience. 

s E R M. felf-pofleffion, the moft important requifite 
* ^ is, the habitual exercife of patience. 

I kndw' that batiencd is apt to he! ranked 
by many, among the more humble' and 
obfcure virtues $ belonging Qhiefl'y to thofe 
who groan on a fick-tied, 6r who languifh in 
a prifon. If their fit uat ion be, happily, of a 
different kind, they imagine that thpre is 
no occafion for the difcipline of , patiejice 
being preached; to tbem v §ut t noge^ to 
make it appear, that, in every arcumftancp 
of lifg> \no virtue is\more important^ botK 
to duty and to happinefs $ or more requi- 
, fite for forming a manly and worthy qhar 
rafter, ft is not confined to a fituation of 
continued aclyeffity, It fMrihcipftUy > in- 
^4, r'figards : the difagreeaible circum- 
ft^nqe* whith are apt to occur. * But,, in 
our prefeftt ftate, the 9QCurrerice of thefe 
is (b irequent, that, in every condition i>f 
life* pitience* is iriceffaatly Called forth* 
fVofpeThy cannot be epjpyed,,: any mote 
than adverfky fupported, without it-/ It, 
iftuft enter into the temper, and form'tfofc 
hatrtt bf the foul^ if we would paft throtogh 
"'•n -:• -; -• ■•• the" 
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ihe world ypith : tranqp^ S&jRM. 

What I purpjofc is, to poiftjt ©pjt fojae? of \ 
the chjsf o$pafipns on which p^tisncfc is ^ 
quirfdj as4 to recommend ajid eitfofiw ' 
the exerdfe pf it, in order to our f$ei~ 
bur fouls. \ .. -,-., 

. I. Patience under provocation^ Tb$ 
wide circle of human fpciety k diverfified 
by afl endleffi, variety of characters* difpor 
fitions, ar\d paffionp. Uni forth ity is, io no 
reaped, , the genius of the , world. ..Every 
mafi is rO.arked.hy fofte peculiarity whtqH . 
4iftingyifhns him from another: and OQ 
where can two individuals be found who 
are ex,a<3Jy, and in all r$fpe&>, alike* 
Where fo much diverfity obtains, it wn* 
not bijt happen, that, in.the.intcrcourfo 
which open .are obliged . to maintain, their 
tempers, fhall often be ill adjufted . to that 
jntercoiirfe ; flsall jar, and interfere with 
e»ch other. Hence, in every ftation, the, 
higheft as well as the loweft, and in every 
condition of life, public, private, and dome* 
flic, occafions of irritation frequently arife. 
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BWMt. -We are ptovokcri; >fpm$tiifces 5 - by the folly 
and levity of Ihoft wfch wb6m : we ard^conl 
coded ^ foinetimes, by their ifKtifi&eftcedt 
mrgle&i by the incivility a6 W'fftend, tl* 
haughtinefs of a foperior, or the fafbleflt 
behaviour of one in lower ftatuuv 'tftrdly 
a day paffes, without fomewhat or other oc- 
curring, which fervps to raffle thfe ttiari of iiri- 
patient fpirit. Of coiirfe, fucli a irMit^i^i 
in a continual ftbrm. He knows n'6t r What 
it is to enjoy -a train or good Isumour. 
Servants, neighbour^^frfeiids, fpouf^^tf 
childrert, all, through the unreftrateed vio- 
lence of his temper, become fourcferdf dK 
fturbance and vexation to him, In vaift 
is affluence ♦, in vain are health and prospe- 
rity. The leaft trifle i$ foffictettt to dif- 
coropofe his mind, and poifort his plea- 
fures. His very amufements are mixed 
with turbulence and paflion. ' 
il would befeech.this man to confider, of 
what fmall moment the provocations whkjh 
fo.fcceiyqs, or at leaft jraflgiae* him&lf to 
r$eeive, ajr$ really iq themfelyes; but of 
Y&at .ig jqa£ mom &\ he < nuto them, by 

fuflering 
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foffcring them to depritve bim of t^e pof- MPWRt. 
fcffion of himfelf, I wouklt bcfeeab him, 
to confider, how. many hours of hajjpinoft 
he throws away, which a little > mope pa+ 
tiende would allow him to enjoy ; and bov* 
much he puts if in the power of the mod 
infignificant perfons to render him mife- 
Tabl$- U But whooancxpe$6^:/ , we hear him 
exclaim, " that heJs to pofiefs the infeflfit 
? bility-crf^ai ftooe?? How is itpoffiblefor 
w human* nature to endure fo many re- 
f peated. provocations i or to bear calmly 
« with fuch unreafonablc behaviour P*— 
My ibntfhert if you can. bear with no iir~ 
fiances of unreafonablc behaviour, twith-. 
draw* youtfclf from the world. You are 
no longer fit to- live to it. Leave the in- 
tercourse of on^n. Retrteat to the moun- 
tain, and the defert ; or fhut your felf tip 
in 'a cell! For'-ihcot,. in the iriidft of fo4 
eiety, offences mitjicom. You itoight as wdl 
exped, when you 'beheld a calm ^alnro* 
fphfcre, and a clear Iky, that no clouds were 
tvtk to rife* and no winds to bloifv, as that 

v 

your life < was long to proceed, without re* 

peiving 
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SERM, living ptovacatkma fitom Jratbail frailty* 
Xi SFbfi cbteleft and the imprudent, the giddy 
and tl^e fickle* the ungrateful and the in- 
tercfted, every 1 where naeet us. They arc 
the briars and- the thorns* with which the 
paths 6f human life arc T>efet. He only 
who can hold his courfc Among them with 
patience; and equanimity, he who is pre- 
pared to bear what he muft eipe£ to hap* 
pen* is worthy of the name tof a man. 
Did you only prefcrve yourffclf compo- 

; fed for a moment, you would* percefve the 
infignificancy 6f moft of thofe provocations 
which ycii magnify fo highly* When a few 

*; funs more have rolled over your head, the 
ftottn will have,~of itfelf* fubfided ; the caufc , 
of your preferit impatience and difturbance 
will .be utterly forgotten. Can you not* then* 
anticipate this hour of calmnefs to your* 
felf ; and begin to enjoy the peace which 
it will certainly bring ? If others have be* 
haved improperly, leave them to their own * 
folly, without becoming the vi&im of their 
caprice,, and punifhing *yourfelf on their 
account.-—— Patience* in this excrcife of it, 

cannot 



Digitized 



by Google 



6n PaUencl i%& 

tannot be toa muafa ftudted by all whosERM. 
wifti their life to flow in a fmootfa ftream. XL 
It is the realbn of a irtan, in oppofition to ^~v-V 
the paffion of a child. It is the enjoyment 
jo£ peace, in oppofition to uproar and oon^ 
fufion- i& /£#/ A^/A 00 ra& wer Aiir wwi 
Jpirit) is like a city that is broken downy and 
without walls*.— The n6xt important ex* 
♦ercife of patience isj 

il. J?ATlfeNc!E Under difappointments. 
iTaefe will often happen to the beft and 
wifeftmenj fometimes, to the wifeft and 
beft concerted plans. They may happen, 
too, riot through any imprudence of thofe 
.who have devifed the plan, not even 
through the malice of ill defign of others; 
but merely in confequence of fome of thole 
crofi incidents of life which could not be 
forefeen. On fuch occafions, peribns of a 
-warm and fanguine temper are prefently in 
a ferment. They have formed their hopes, 
•as they think, upon the jufteft grounds. 

# Ptov. xxv. a8. . 
Vat. IE Q^ They \ 
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SIUM" 1 ^ ^ wasted: 1pj$ for fuoetsf? } .a»4 
jb: bonic with .many delays. But ; wiben the*r 
defigp art, brought to fo ujie«Be$ed. &n 
jffoe; when, without any fault pf^tbsif; 
own,, they find ..their. hopes fiuall/rvbb^e^.; 
all jjatJenee 'Makes .them ; , %y noJflp&X; 
j^(Tefc their foukj the mca%pafl&onafo e*^ 
clamatiena break forth. <* To i whpf% f £jg*» 
" cept.to them, could fueh a dffiypqiiflfot 
" roent have happened ? Since tfye c^ea^Qfti 
« of the world* wa&,fuc,h a : CpJ|to$f4M|ferflfi 
« difaftrou* incidents, ever- >e^l4?»ijfti$: 3 
« are they doomed to hp.fp wfartU^tte, 
" beyond all others ?"™W$»!; !>9f¥ ! fiWt.r 
fkiHutly have you calculated th«.couifler«|fj 
human event*? How rafhly an4 p*efun|jK 
tuoufly had you trufted tq fneq*&} -3k ; 
whom was it ever given, to guard againft 
all the viciffitwdes, winch thet flu#ua!a«*g 
fajhimi of ike world, is inqrfTantly bringing, 
about? If one friend, to whom you .look- 
ed up, has disd^ or- another has loft h&inyv 
fluence and power; if .the opinion of t}& 
public, is changed,, and its fawour^iaa been 
Withdrawn j if fbme miftaj^es .bave.qecvHSv, 
. . : " ; ': "' " red' 
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red to lefien the good will of k Jifttoii ottgifUL 
.whom yon depended;' if, throtlgh the con-\ XL 
cdtrende of theft^ or ' ifubh* like circifffi- 
ftanees, A more fortunate rival has prevail- 
ed againfir.yoti; what is there in all thi$,^ 
thafe differs frdm the'otdinaty lot dfnian ? 
Are we not, each ih his turn; ddtfttie'd to 
Experience the uncertainty of Worldly pur- , 
f&taPVWhy^ then, aggravate out mlsfor* 
ttfft&By the unreaforiable violenfce of an 
impatient fp?tit? If our defigns have fail- 
ed • through ^raftmefe or mifcohdutft, let 
usftilame burfelves. If thfey have fatted* 
through circuniftaiices which we could riot, 
prevent, let us fubmit to the fate of man- 
atod ; wah, : with patience, till a ttiore favour* 
able opportunity Ihall occur of regaining 
fhtefeffc 

; Meanwhile, let us turn to the other fide* 
of tie ph>fpe6k; and: calmly coniider how 
dttbious it was, whether the Ibcceis which 
we loiiged for, woiild have proved a ble£ 
fing. Who hnvwith <u>kat is good' fir man 
in- this lift? 'Perhaps, the actomplifhment 
oF l out , de8gnsiwight have*. been pregnant 
-■* Qjl with 
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$£311. with' miferyi' Perhaps, frorri o&-]prgf6it 
, difappointment, future profperity rnfey riffe* 
Of fuch unlooked for ifliies, we all know 
there have been many examples* %Vhocan 
h " tell, whether our cafe may not add one t tyfSLe 
;'number?— At any rate, let 4 * us r&ftlfeiSfc, 
that there is a Supreine Ruler, who 1 dlfpofes 
f $f T $?fe' ' affairs of men ; under whdmy all 
fe'd6?id;caufes r work only aS iubtif&ifcfife, 
agexttsi" looking up to that i^refiftiM^ la&n 
' which is 1 1ft retched bver our Keacfaj'(ftt?%s. 
be calm ; let iis fubhixt aiitT adore/ r;i ESfier 
todefpair, or ta rage,' uriderjdffe^ai^t- 
ments, is finful. By thefbrnie^^e^ifljlfte 
our felves. By the latter/ we irifutt RfeKft- 
dence, and provoke its difpleafure to con- 
tinue. To pofftfs our fouls in* patience is, 'at 
once, our wifdom as men, and our dtfty 
as Chriftians. The benefits of this virtue 
are fo often reaped in this world, that 
good policy alone would recommend 1 it to 
every thinking man.' Difappointmeiits de- 
range, and overcome, vulgar minds. ' The 
patient and the wife,* by a proper Irftp&fe- 
ment, frequently make them contribute to 

their 
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their high advantage—Let me next recon>gKRM. 
mend, ' . '**• 

III. Patienqe under reftraints. .Nur 
merous are the reftraints impofed on ufy by 
4he r nature of the human condition. To 

.the. reftraints of authority and law, all 
:xnuft T fnbipH. The reftraints of education 
$jid discipline lie on the young. Confi- 

^rations of health reftrain the indulgence 

sQ& please* Attentions to fortune reftrain 
.«Bpence* Regard to friends, whom we are 
fcpund to pleafe ; refpedl to eftablifhed cu- 
ftoros, and to the opinions of fociety, im- 
jK)fef reftraints on our general behaviour. 
There is no man, in any rank of life, who 
is always at liberty to a<5l according as he 
would incline. In fome quarter or other, 
he is limited by circumftances, that either 
actually confine, or that ought at leaft to 

. fonfine and reftrain him. 
* Thefe reftraints, the impatient are apt to 

/.(corn. They will need burft the barriers 
which reafon had ere&ed, or their litua . 

^ioQ,h^d formed and without regar<J,to 

\s*'\* con-* 
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rag #. fflpffip^TO 8 * ' -g«°e fee ftope to* Jfcwr-prf* 
.£& fent ^ilh: Hence, many dangerous- -.«$> 
ceffes*flow; much confufion and vtMetf 
HTCT, produced in- huo>aa f l^e. Had.fliett 
the ga]bie4ce to.;£b^it-'te.thfi$ir cooi&ttfH^ 
$od to xajait till it fopnldj fcUoft t&nftfa 
freer vindulgence of $ht#: 4<e%es»' 'tWgf 
PWgkk, in ft ihort tim? a obtaj# rihejppwer 
gfr.-gijafifying .-thei^ issith fijfety, *• IK » Jfcfe 
youo^, for; in$a#ce, w«u& ^&rgo?n$fkb 
patience, t^e Incurs $£ educ^itfj^dtl} t f|' 
AiBCfuid rife, atftproper«pefi«d,!t0 hfl*JQj#i|, 
rkhes, ore^fe, •. If the infirm w^v^.wjjtk 
patienoe, bear the regukt&wifS ?v?J««^0»ir 
cofljftitjAtipn denwHad^y tl^ey awgfct «egwn 
;fche comfort* of health. If perfonp of dteaftr 
ened fortune had patience to coitfojwthes*« 
iehres to their circumftances,. and to abridge 
^heirpleafures, they might) by> degrees, im- 
prove and advance their Hate. .Wh^efiA) 
^ by eagernef§ of temper^ and precipitancy 
oi' indulgence, they forfeit. all the s^kx^n- 
tages which patience would have proxmc- 
edj and incur theoppofite* evil$ to* their 
full extent ' l .' ~ • ,. v ^ 

'■■.•".' IN 
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In. the prefitotr facte *£ l\ums& «Saii^a£jLM; 
roleffim Mn^e.awceSatiy to be learned *£ 

pattootifota^^ For itncbax 

tiiet&mr of neceflitjv «w aceali ineTitahi^ 
ptececL -l&rasrea* is, or can be, always hit 
Gwnqpiafter* We ace obliged,: in a tboui 
fiiidibafepti^fuiarat and obey. Tkepdifi 
«ipiinea#patiett^ minds ieiu 

$V ^yr:«w^SMnmiiig thexft to our ftate. ; By 
ithfeosm^nofoy) 4}f an irapatieBt an nan* 
(fobttiiiUttasgtamp^ wfcr fight againft amiti, 
OsrifUOT&ie *pawei ; and aggravate the 
^vikwemuft e»dare;-^Another important 
tittrciie <*f the virtue ©pnceFjiing which 
wsrdffcourfe. isy 

IV.. F^tut^Gg; »*«§«? ugwics and 
wntjngp;< To tbefe* fi|nid# the prefeat coi** 
ft»&>&x>£ the wflrlrt, all are expofed. fity 
fe&mn ift fa feigk no power Jo great, n© 
chancer fi> Uublemiftx^d^ as to exempt 
men fijom being attacked by raftmels, ma- 
lice, or eavy. To behave under fuch at- 
tacks 
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XL is f ftroyft. be oonfeflfed^ ope of the; mv£t 
1 trying exwci& ^wrtue^i^BMt, inx>r*te*< 
to, pprsveftfc miftai&es oft thia fubj^<9t r - it is 1 
ncceffsiy \to obferve/ that .a t»gm fs&B&4 ? 
lion to wrongs is not i^mr^tbyfdigipftf 
1/Ve are, by iu^ : m«u^ito,Up«giii^f thttaraai 
ligian tends to extinguifh the,le«&«jFfi»^ 
nour, r or to , fupprels the exertion, efi» bm&si 
ly fpirit. It is under a faife ^pprthenfem^ 
of thip kind, that £ hj;ifti«» pttiencftii^i 
fcvmetimes ftigpatifed m difcourfe «»<w*q 
other than a different* jawne for wwardicorit 
On the contrary, every n»n ftf *r*rtn« d 
ought to feel what id due to hifrchajjafterlw 
and to fupport property) ; hisi own .righted 
Referjtment of wrong* is jAuJ&ful principle;: 
in human nature; and for the wifeft pur*: :" 
£ofes, was implanted id. our frame. >lt *$■ 
the neceffary guard of private rights £ ,and 
the great reftraint on the infoknceofi the>. 
violent, who, if no refinance were made* ; 
would trample on the gentle and/ peaces 
able. . — .. : v .*•/■* i 

Refent ment, however, if not .kept w£tto* 

in 
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ittdueabbttttds, 1* uv.hazaSd of rifihg iiitoSRRTBfi, 
fkvoe and cfcuel tfevenge.'^ie istli^offic^ of w Mz 
p«jfeencey t*&mptfr reie&me*it4Jy' reafeftj' 
Iw this. Viewy It is hlofttprop^j- defcrlfeedan r 
thie'teki ty*m&n%fkffijftyrhujbulj a&mg l 
tiftv^rt which feif-defence, which juftice, or 
honour,-' require him to aft, without being 
tanifplwrted out of himfelf by the vehev 
naence ©fl anger; or infiflang on fuch de- 
gnw&cff repatfatwm 'as bear no proportion 1 . 
t^rtlMWcowg tbathe hasfun%red. What 
ptopottkm, forinftance, is there between 
thedife^of'a man, and an affront received 
byibme inafh etfpreffion in converfation, 
which rise wife 'would have flighted; and ] 
whidtdn^hecourfe'.of a few weeks, would' 
have been forgotten by every one? How 
faataftic, then, howunjuftifiable, are thofe 
fiippoied laws of modern honour, which 
fof ( fiach an 'affront, require no lefs repara- 
tion than' the death of a fellow-creature ; 
and which, to obtain this reparation, re- 
quire- a man to endanger his own life? 
Laws, which as they have no foundation 
|n *eafon, never received the leaft fahclion . 

from 
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S?ftM.fto«r any ef the. wife. aiidpolifliedintiiiifl 
^ of antiquity; feut wer* dextifri ro::Jtfo 
dwrkeft ages/ofrthe rarid, wd we dcrirod 
to us from the ferockn* barixtf^lof £^ 

thic maimers* . :';::/:; ^jj; ;i^ 

Nothing ia jbimcmfifimtiw^ittpi^ 
feflion as violent anger, jit owi^hiik** 
teafon; confounds our ideas ;d^ortfi;ibt 
appearance, and blackens the colour, of 
efrery object. By the ftoim wtoofrit rilfe* 
within, and by the mi&hfe6.:whkAdfc"*ife 
calions without, it generally bringa afatht 
paffionate and revengeful man, greitotAur 
ierythan he can bring on hie ^etaomjfvnni?^ 
tienee allays this deftruftive tempc&rby 
making room for the retail of calm and 
fober thought It fufpends the bkw whkh 
fudden refentment was ready to infliSi It 
diipofes us to attend to the aileviatisg^tf* 
cumftances, which may tie difoovered in , 
themidft of the wrongs we fuppofe Wr 
felves to have fuflfeued*,, Hence, it nafyrak 
ly inclines us to the moderate aad gttitte 
fide ; and while it allows all* proper roe,*- 
furee to be taken, both for fafety* and for 
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yift?e&efty <J*-<MKr way foswtaartngSEJMi 
$$«£e>. Wltjbitot &me degree of ptftieute ^J^ 
e>ser#ft# *#<&¥ Wrt<$, hnuhan li& would 
fee i#pii«fed*a #*t» e£ perpeiiDhl hoftHitjrj 
$fenc£$ ajid retaUationa would ftcceed to 
^^th^<inejiidk& trail*; and the world 
itmM keeojne a field of blaodwr-ft jjow 



I:- If:-* 



c -iVa f £&$p»as ' under adverfitjr and aft 
fiction. ><.Thia is the moft common fenfe 
?n ivrhjck tbgcft virtue is underftood ; as it 
x*%?$» •<&&*&, poverty old age, lofe of 
ftfcnd&4lld*hg oifeeir. calamities which ato 
iticytpifto human, life. Though a man, tin* 
mm$$*ttti amAnjme in tkem aft, yet let 
bm' 'tew&nkfr #f days> '< of' dar&nefs, far they 
jhdt it » imHy*** The vacioiB duties to 
w&cii pgfctwfi, tinder this view, gives riife, 
flfgbv&g-laiglr 3fubje& to difcourfe than I 
*m at $&&taft to pursue. In general, there 
are two chief e»erciftfc of patience under 
nijvetfijy ; one refpeftiag God, andf another 
jeipecHsgmenv 

TOT - ili ■ > • - • 

i, ,; * Ecclcf. xi. 8.- , 

Patience, 
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^^ 'tfa^i days <£ >ttovfol%>fo^e&> thefri)ffogs 

^•v^ o£ : a i OTuj-maring: and - xebdllkmkfpirU^t fft 

jnt#appeattintbart calm tefigbttionjtiirtiie 

will of Heaven* which i$iexpreil?d ha! tiidfe 

pious fcJitimoafeixrf) anxaenJb good! ineiB:>i¥ 

was dumb; TiapBtedwotiimy mmih? becmfe 

ifmdfdjlit It isike Lord] ktikhkrtmwkut 

feem&th good inkis eyes. ShaU ^tvtv^icH^e 

good at thi hand tf the^Lm^ md^JhtMhBt 

ititi recews mlal/a? TEliis fe Ifl^tljtj^lfcfrftfee 

< great - governor of the uhiverfc* > <Sjh«>i8 

that reverence which fo well fcteeametacea* 

tares who know they are depend anitf/attH 

who muft cotifefs themfelves tobe ikrfttl- 

Suchafpirit is fitted to atttaiSfcfthefavettr 

of Heaven 5 and- to bring the fevere Vifite- 

tion iboner to a fclofe. Wha;eas>'the;fhikv 

born and impatient, who fubmit not theiri- 

felves to the decrees of the Moift High^re- 

require to be humbled and fobdaed bj^ a 

continuance of chaflifemenfc < < :* >-« "■ • * * 

: P&tience in adverfity, with fefpefimto 

•men, muft appear by the comp&fiire w& 

tranquility of our befrayidti^ Tlheloud 

complaint, 
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?compiain^rtIfe TfueraTcras temper, ^ndltet-^ 

i£ho*rta ;Hmaarf r that ^isIiumimiBeA byr mkfojs- 

:*bttt*. < * ' Wfc . ^eakfla rtheirehy: the?fyraf>athy 

*df <ktaife?'i:'ainjfc eftratogd them frointthe of- 

Afices^of Jbrabiefi and comfort, The exer- 

^tion$> of pity wilL be feeble, whek it is 

Holi&gitedwftith contempt* ; At the fame time, 

^by 4husv, wteakly yielding, to adverfity, W£ 

railowit^. weight to bear us dowa with 

^iouWe pEeflhre. Patience, by prefopving 

?«o«tffR>fure * within, \refifts the- impreffion 

•whklbiteoubk makes from without By * 

toving;thei»ind#pentq every cortfblatkwi, 

k maturdlly tends to alleviate our burden. 

w~^T^ ; maurtqfin a fteady and unbroken • 

mind, ainidft alt the (hocks of the world, 

forms the higheft honour of a man. Pa- 

tienoe on fuch occafions, rifes, to- magna- » 

nimity- \ It fhows a great and noble mind, 

cwhkh is jable to reft on/itfelf^ on God, and 

a good confcieifcej which can enjoy Jtfelf 

'antfdftall evils; and would rather endure 

tlfee gneateft hardlhips, tfcan fubmit to what 

■arai diillbnotiijrable^ in order to obtain re. 

\ . ? r ; * ,. •■ lief: 
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6SlfclfcHfe£ 1h\6 gives jwaof fcf a ftreftgtlfc'tha** 
,JjJ^ ife derived firdlft Heav*a;< -It is a beant -of' 
the itiuraral'Mghtj Mriing on-tiie ^wattii 
Sudi<pftttente, is the ihoftttotopletttriawipfc- 
of religion and vfrtue; arid . ttasovMngfy W 
hmivtr chartuftfcrifed thofe *hti&'--tufa&i 
have b«€ntranfroitted with hoaout-'to'poj' 
iterfty. ft hastAnobtedthe'hdfoithe^a^^ 
seidthfc martyr. Wt an tmbk* o#>ma& 
flii\ yet midgireffid) <a« 4n*p**pkttaQ$B& 
ndiindefpairjprjkutidibt&mf&fi^y 
c^dtmttybutfiotdajirtjyei*. ■ .muis r raf 

T«V3 I have traced Baiimo* ttanogk? 
feveralofite moft ihft'pcrtthfcopettttknfe,da l 
different ckcumftaaceaof h/e; under pro- 
vocation?; under difapfoibtnlfaBtop uiiiet* 
reftraints; under, injuries j and* udder afts 
fli&ions. We*now fee> that it is a vcrtae: 
o£ untverfal trie. No man* in afiay .co»di*t 
tion, tan pais his days #ith tokfoble tonM 
' fort, who has not learned to pra&ife ik> 
lib profpcfity will be contiaiafllly diflsai**- 

* 2 Cor. iv. 8. o. ... 

• - •• ...-.( . . ■ .. • ». n*. 

. . ed; 
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edj and k& ad verfitywtiibe clouded with SfiJtiJt: 
double darkpefii He will be uneafy sfnd s M - 
trwblefome to all With whom . he *5 con^ 
nested; and will be more troubtefome 
ta himfejf than : to a»p other.— -r*-Let me 
particularly advife th&fe who wifh to cul- 
tivate foneeeifary a virtue, to begin their 
cultivation of it, on occafitons when fmali 
offerees and provocations arife. ft is a 
gX£at> but common, error to imagine* that 
we Arfe at liberty to give loofe reins to tem- 
per, among the trivial occurrences of life. 
Ko excurfe for irritation and impatience can 
be wotft than what is taken from thepfcr- 
,Cm being incotifiderable, or the jnbident 
being flight, which threw us off our guard: 
With ineonfider&ble perfons we are fur- 
rdimded. ©f flight incidents, the bulk of 
human fife is cotftpofed. In the midft of 
thdfe, the ruling temper of the mind k 
formetk It is only by moderation and felf- 
cdmoiand then acquired, that we can inure 
ourfeftrfes to patience, when the great cort- 
jun6tures of life ftiall put it to a feverer 
trial. If neglefted then, we Ihall after- 
* m wards 
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S ERM. Wards folicit its return in vairi. If ihmi 
\-or^ ^%ft r ^ n w ^ fwtmm, and they have wea- 
ried thefa how can/} thou contend withtetfa? 
and if in ike land of peace, wherein ikou 
trujled/i, they wearied thee, then how writ 
thou Jo in the Jwellings of Jordan*? 

In order to affift us in the acquiiition of 
this grace, let us often contemplate that 
great model of it which is difplayed in the 
whole life of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
Whole temper was ever tried by more fre- 
quent provocations, more repeated difap- 
.pointments, more flagrant injuries, or more 
fevere diftrefs? Yet, amidftthem all, wp 
behold 4iim patiently enduring the contra- 
diction of Jhtners; to their rudenefs, oppo- 
iing a mild and unruffled, though firm, 
fpirit ; and, in the caufe of mankind, gene* 
roufly bearing with every indignity. Well 
.might he fay, Learn of me, for I am meek 
and hwly in heart f . Having fuch a high 
example before our ej^es, let us be afhamed 

# Jcr. xii. 5. f Mattk xi. 39. 

of 
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of thofe iallies of impatience which w* &SERM. 
often fuffer to break forth* in the midft of J* 1 ^ 
profpeiily- &y\ i mgre jmai# tt«n<j8fility r 
and felfxommand, let us difcover to the 
worlds ihat v && njeti, £«4 :*$ Ch^iftitans, we 
have learned in patience to pojpfs our fouls. 
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Oft MODERATION- ?«• „. ... 



vrS.t 



■ Phillippians, iv # .£/, ^ 

Zrf jrcor Moderation be known mfetiRw 

SERM. qp ■; iir^/^ 

1 HE prefent ftate of man is neither^ 
doomed to cqnftant mifery, xtor^dftfr 
figned for complete happinefs. It is* kb 
general, a mixed ftate, of comfort tuid;ibiK' 
row, of profperity and adverfity; neither ; 
brightened by uninterrupted funfhine, $qv- 
oyercaft with perpetual fliade; but fubje$fe\ 
to alternate fucceffions of the one, ancj the* 
other. While fuch a ftate forbids defpwr, 
it alio checks prefumption. It is equally 
ad^irfd to delpondency of mind, and to 

high 
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high elevation of fpirits. The temper which § £ R M 
beft fuits it, is exprefled in the text by mo- 
deration; whieK^ a^tbe habnuak tefhor of 
the foul, the apoftle exhorts us to difcover 
in our whole te$dx\€£f let ;it be known unto 
all men. This virtue confifts in the equal 
balance of the foul. It imports fuch pro* 
per government of tmr paffions and plea- 
, ibres, as fhall prevent us from runnipg in-* 
to extremes of any kind; and fhall pro* 
duce a calm and temperate frame of mind. 
It chiefly refpe&s our condudl in that ftate, 
which comes trader the defcriptipa of eafe, 
or profperity. Patience, of which I treat* 
cd in the preceding difcourfe, directs the 
proper regulation of the mind, under the 
difagreeable incidents of life. Moderation 
determines the bounds within which it 
fhould remain, when circuraftances are 
agreeable or promifing* What I now pur- 
pofe is, to point oijt fbme of the chief in- 
. fiances in which Moderation ought to take 
phcce, and to fhow the importance of pre* 
ferviaig>it. ' • . 



R$k. 1 I Mo* 
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SERM. I- Moderation in our wifhes. The 
^31- a&ive mind of man feldom or never refts 
x *~*'~* s fatisfied with its prefeht condition, how 
profpefous foever. Originally forrhed'for 
a wider range of obje&s, for a higher Jpftetfe 
•of enjoyments, it finds itfelf, in every 0- 
. tuation of fortune, ftraitened and cofr- 
fined. Senfible of deficiency in its ftate, 1 k * 
is ever -fending forth the fond' defirey the 
afpirhig .wifh, after fomethirig "beyond wrat 
is enjoyed at prefent. tience/that'rfe^le^- 
jiefe which prevails fb generaLlly'ainong 
mankind. Hence, that difguft df pleafures 
"which they have tried; that pamon for 
novelty; that ambition of rifihg to fbfee 
degree of eminence or felicity, of which 
they have formed to themfelves an'indi£ 
.'tinA idea. All which may be corrfidered 
as indications of a. certain native, original 
-greatnefs in the human fbitl, Celling be- 
yond the limits of its prefent condition; 
and pctinting at the higher tfbjedh for 
which it was made. Happy,lf thefe Meat 
remains df our primitive ftateierv^ 1 to di~ 
rp6t our wifhes towards their proper 'deto- 
nation, 
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nation^an<i to lead u& into the pafch of true serm. 
blifs! , / : , ^ 

But in this dark and bewildered ftate,. 

\h^r9^irmg tendency, of our nature unfor- 

tunately takes anoppofite dire&ion, and 

feeds a very mifplaced anqJbition. The 

$tf tearing appearances which, hereprefenl; 

themfelyes to fenfe; the difHh&ions which 

fortune coajfen;. the advantages, and plea^ 

figures whicl* we. imagine the world to be 

capable of beftowing, fill up the ultimate 

wifh of njoft men, Thefe are the obje6ts 

which ittgrofc, their folitary mufings^ and 

jftimulate their B$.\ve labours ; which warm 

the bi^aftsofthe ypung, animate the in T 

duftry of the »ji4dle agedy and often keep 

alive the pactions of the old, until the very 

clofe of Kfe. Aijipredly, there is nothing 

unlawful in our v?iflaing to be freed fron^ 

whatever isdifagreeable^and to obtain a 

fuller enjoyment of the comforts of life. 

But when thefe wifhes are not teihpcred by 

reafon, they are in danger of precipitating 

us into mufch extravagance and folly. Dew 

fires and wifbes we the %ft fprings of 

aftion, 
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5 E R M. a&ion. When they become exorbitant, the 
^h - whole chara&er is likely to be tainted. If 
we fuffer our fancy to create to itfelf, worlds'' 
of ideal happinefs; if we feed our imagi^ 
nation, with plans of opulence an4 fglendor 
far beyond our rank; if we fix to our 
wifb^s certain ftages of high advancement, 
or certain degrees of uncommon reputajtion 
or diftin&ion, as the fble ftations of feli- 
city; the affured confluences Will be^fhat 4 
we fhall become unhappy in our preienf 
ftatej unfit for aftirig the part, and cli£ 
charging the duties that belong to it ; we 
fhall difcompofe the peace and order of our 
minds, and foment many hurtful paffions. 
Here, then, let moderation begm its reign; 
by bringing within reasonable bounds the 
wifhes that we form. As fbon as r they be- 
come extravagant, let us check them, by 
proper refleftions on the fallacious nature 
of thofe obje6ls, which the world hangs out 
. to allure defire. 

You have ftrayed, my friends, from the 
road which conduits to felicity; you havfe 1 
dishonoured the native dignity of your 

fouls, 
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deceive you. It is no more than. a. phan» 
tonij au niufion "of happlfieft, which at*. 
tr^#s your fond, adrairation; nay, an iUu* 
fion of happiiiefs which often conceals 
iTHacJi rea} mifery. Do you imagine, that' 
ajl are happy, that have attained to thofe* 
fummits of diftinftion, towards which ypuF 
wifhes alpire?/Alas! how frequently has 
experience fhewed, that where rofes were 
fuppofed to bloom, nothing but briars and 
thorns grew? Reputation, beauty, riches, 
grandeur, nay, royalty itfelf, would, many 
i. time, have been gladly exchanged by the 
pofjfeflbrs, for that more quiet and humble 
ftation,* with which you are now diffatiA 
fied, With all that is fplendid and fining 
in the world, it r is decreed that there ftioqld* 
mix many deep fhades of woe. On the! 
elevated fituations of fortune, the gpeat 9^ 
iamijties or life cliiefly falll There the ftorm 
ft$n4& its viol^e, and there' the thunder 
' . ' breaks; 
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SEfcifc breads | whije fafe ah<f urihur£, £he ihhabi- 
m tant of the vale remains belo v^-^— Retreat,' 
then frcfto thole Vain and pfetnicious excur*' 
fions of eijftravagant defire. Satisfy yburv 
ielves vvith what is Tratioiikl and attainable. 
Train your mindsto mcn3erate yiewfe ! of 
human life, *tnd hurtian happihels; "ReV 
member^ and admire, the wifdotn of AgurV 
wiih. Remove far from me vanity and ties. 
(rive me neither poverty nor ribheis FeSd the 
with food convenient for me : Lejl 1 he fuu$ 
and deny thee, and fay, who is the - Lord? >or* • 
jeji 1 be poor, andjleal, and take the name of> 
my God in vain *. — . — X&l me recomriieira, 

II. MoffERAtiok in out ptfribit5< 
Wifhes and defires reft within. If immo- 
derate and improper, though they tain* 
the heart, yet fdci&ty may hot be affected 
by them. The obfcufe aiid hafmleis in- 
dividual may indulge hii dreams, without 
difturbing the public peace. Bub wh#i 
fhe active purfiiits in- which we engage, 

• ■+ Prchri xxx. 8.«o. - • , 

rife 
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rife beyotrd-fjidd^to, they fill the worlds JIM, 
with great dHbrders; often with flagrant , Xl1 * 
Crimes. This adrnQtoitiom chiefly re{pe6ta 
theajabitioti&jnenof the wqrJd* I fay not, 
fli&'al^ajnah&ikm h to be condemned; or 
that high purfuite aught; on every occa* 
fittttj td b& <Sft£cfced. Some men are form* 
ed by natursj for riling into confpicuoua 
ffatidns of life- lb following the, impulfe . 
bf+thth! riiihds, and properly exerting. th£ 
talents tfrUh which God has bkfled them* 
theti ifetoirii ftr airabition to a6t in a laud- 
able ipheirej and to beoortie the infU;u* 
mefct of much public gofcd. But this, ififcy v 
fafely be pronounced, that the bulk of 
men! atre ready to Over-rate their oWn ahi* 
lities* and to imagine themfelves equal to 
higher things thaft they were ever defign- 
ed -for by natnre. Be fober, therefore, in 
fixing your aims, and - planning your de. 
ftin&$ purfoits. . Beware of being led 
aftde from the plain path of found and mo- 
derate condir6l, by thole falfe lights which 
felflflattery is always ready to hang out. 
'|fy aiming at a mark too high, you may 

fall 
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MRKfaUrfhprt of what it was f 4vithin ypur 
j 3 g j powe^tp hav$ reached. tyftead of attaia? 
iQg} \tt eminence, you may expufe _y<W£; 
&ly?& #q derifion; nay, may bring, uggj^ 
X^«r XJi b^s ; raanifold;difjift^s.^/^ fe, 
egerjliVm $*K * s ammgyouj not fy t&fegf 
%$$?**& ¥$b> than ht ought fa #^* 

7 :^h«jteyer yoj^r *inis. be, there jis $q$ c^fc 
e^M?; <<tf moderation which 1 nraft ^^J% 
j^*§^;:tq thofe of thg g*€£tgft abj]itig5, r |» t 

well ^tp^he«; y tb4i^ ?^f r *9j^ftfe 
grefs, the bounds of moral dirty- ^A^i^ffc 
the, .warmth of purfuit, , accqftqrt^ yopr^ 
felves to fubmit tp the restraints, v^bich Jfo 
ligion and virtue, which propriety .and^^p., 
cency 3 which regard tq reputation apd, ch^- 
ra6ter, iropofe. Tjajnk not, that there §re 
no barriers which ought tp ftog ypur pr;<H 
grefs, It is from a viplept and ic&p^tugus 
fpirit that all the . evils fpring^ wtocfo #re 
fp often found vto^ company : ^mbiUp^ 
Jlence, in private. lif% : the law$ of trijtk 

• ' * •" -*' - * • • •. * '" • .'.*'■: ."•■ . ;:: '.«: , „. 
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On Moderation. %$t 

and honour are violated. Heftce 1 in pti- Ll SHRMii 
blic contefts, the-peace and- weWareof ti&b Mm ' 
tions havd been fo often >faeiifteted to tJte ; 
ambitious projects of the great; A Tfcetaab 
of modWatidh, as he i^tempei^^inhi^ 
vrifhei 5 J&foh^ te^uMfe* 

by viftrtftfe. ; : Aig^^torilH^e Is to hiW 
more valuaMftcthan any\fbc€efi. He k 
not Ib'mifch^ wtaton tbe ajccompliftimfent 
of any defign/ '^ ; to take a diihonou*akfe* 
fbep Jxl ttk^;ft> eo&pdfe it. He . can hawi 
pal2eHce. j a Hcf fcan brotik difa£pointment$, 
He ckn yield to uhfutmountable^obftacles?, 
iand,'l>y gentle arid gradual progrefe, te 
more likely to fucceed ih the end, tfraii 
others are> by violence and impetuofity* la 
his higfteft enfcrprift, he; wifties not to 
have the 1 appearance of a meteor, which 
firesthe atmosphere; or of a comet, which 
aftonifhes the public, by its blazing, ec* 
pentric courfe; but rather to referable thole 
fteady luminanies of heaven, which ad- 
yaftce in their orbits, withalilent and re* 
gular motion. He approves himfelf there- 
\xy tQ the virtijous, the wife, and difcern- 
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afcililfring? and* Jbf ^ temfktste and ;unexc^p^ 

^ ti^ttable caaduOf, ej&tjje* thofit dangers 

vahicto ^pfofis^ojftwi oppofite de%iptkuj 

aite;$erp#uaIJy r?ady to irrcnn .. . -, .%>, : 

LvlDL Bs aioddrate. in you* e^w^twiw/ 
Yfflfen fowr fttte i* fi*oti|h&igy ajj^>t^e 
<&6u*fe of ^v^W^ptoceeds according toQagpr 
vftfhj r fui|er *m» ^ar imftfds to.W ^W^ 
lifted up. J&lfttftf not yourfelves w^flqgfc 
ffofpe&ft o£*he increa|kg femrs of : .^ke 
•world, a^d^tt^ continuing app^fe of in^ 
£ay not within ybui? heaarts> jfefp ;rmntain 
jfan&sjjtrong-) and JbaU fUnMp^m^d^y\i£ 
jhallwvet fe$ ddverjity. - To : M»r?&W JfaH 
be as ikk < *2fi§v '< and m$r* ahpn<fanfly<~^XNt 
«r£ betraying youffelves; you are laying a 
fure foundation oFdifa^poin&jieiit-aad mi* 
fery, when you- allow your ftmey toJ^a* 
t6 fuch lofty pinnacles of xoi^d€Bt r hcqpe* 
By building your houiein thisaky Wgipn, 
you are preparing lor yourfelve9 -p. great 
and cruel fall* Your trujS & ih&fpifa*s 
i w$b. You- may hath jmymt -Jtoufcj \imt it 
JhaU wvtjlmd.. Xhit may hold, Ufi*$ i tyi it 

jhall 
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jhaU not etiSure. x For; to nffiA on earth 'itSfeRM., 
Was- nevef granted, to gratify ftil'fc W hepeff; KH# 
t>r to perfevere in one tra£t of uninterrup- 
ted profperity. Un^Ieafthg vidffitudtjs tie- 
verfoil tofucceed thofe that were grateful. 
Tke fctJNtaii of M wbrfy h&w gay : or firii- 
llng f&evef, jfc*#?ffc, ahd dftfen paffeth fitd- 
flenly, wm^- . 

. ; By Wattt of moderation in dur hopes, 
'-yft tidi ; 'only : increafe deje&ion, vr hen <ii& 
'appbinf ment corner but we accelerate drP- 
^pp^nttbtent; W6 bring forwardywitJbgreat- 
er Q*fed/(ftfagreeable ch^ngeH.iti our ftate. 
T?or the^ natural confluence of prefnmp- 
i:uous expe6tation, is raftinefs in conduct. 
*He Who indulges confident fecurity, of 
coiirfe negfe6te due precautions againft the 
dangers that threaten him; -and his fall 
v will be forefeen, and predi&ed. He not 
*bnly expdfes hinrifelf unguarded to dan- 
gers, but he multiplies them againft him- 
'fel£ 'By prefumption and vanity, he either 
pro^ok& enmity, or incurs contempt- 

The arrogant mind, and the proud 

hope are equally contrary to religion,' and 

11 ' v to 
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8 #R#r. topro^nce. The world cannot bear fuck 
jflk \ arfpiritj and Providence Seldom fails to 
chcjcfc it The Almighty beholds with di£ 
plft$fc#e jthofe who, intoxicated with pro* 
fg$#1ty ?[ forget their dependence on that Su* 
preme Power which railed them up. His 
a w£di government of the world has been 
in nothing more conspicuous than in brings 
i^tywihe lofty looks of nutn y andfcattering 
th^ proud in the imaginations of their minds. 
, — I* not this* the great Babylon which I have 
bujUby t/fe might, pf my power \ qnd for the 
honqur\of my Majifty * ? Thus exclaimed 
th^prefumptuons monarch, in the pride of 
hip heart. But ]p ! ( when the. word t ,was 
yet in his mouthy the vifitatip^ from hea- 
ven- came, and the voice, was, < hfpni; l % 
Nebuchadnezzar ! to . ifee^it. is; fpokm^thy 
kingdom is departed from t thee.-r~ffi& that ex* 
alteth Mmfelf fhall be Iwqfbkdj atufjie, tfat . 
humbleth himfelf Jhatlhe. exaltfdjf. ,, A t§j#4 
pepate fpirit, and moderate exp^9tati«Q^ 
are ^he beft fafegu^d kr£ t^e : mifid in^this 

■ /..' "' '.,/" r '. *;\ ".] ■ *:T/'>'V'. v<f [ ** -* <»^ 

uncertain 
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On Moderation: 3$g* 

tttifertaSff and' changing 'ftate. Th*y ehvft MBi.5 
able 'tis- to pais through We with iteoft^ m * 
cMrffei%:-'' When we rife in $ve> world, the)^ 
cefttiibute to ! oar elevation; and -if 3 we i 
ihuftM, they Wrider Our fell the Egfttefc.- 

•"IV.- Moderation in ourpleafur^iiis ad j; 
itrfportaftt exereife of the virtue which >we ; ' 
are ridV^ xbnlideriiig. It is an invarfetbl£ ; 
la# 6f v our prefent condition, that every' 
pfcifti^fe v which is purfued to excels, con- ' 
vfeifts Itfelf itito poifon. What was intend* 
eifor the cordial and refreshment of hu* 
man life, through wfcnt of moderation, wfe ' ; 
turn to its bane. In all the pleafutes'c^ 
leriie, rt is apparent, that only when hid tit. 
ged within ^certain' limits, they confer la* 
ti^k&ioh. No looner do we pals the line 
wMth temperance ha$ drawn, than perm- ' 
ci'ous effe&s come forward, and Ihow them- 
feWes-' Could I lay open to your view the 
montimehtt of death; they would read a i 
le&urri irt favour of moderation, much - 
more powerful than any that the moft elo- 
quent preicher irkri give. : You wotthi te- 
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jSM&J&taid tte g*ase$ peopled ***tfr ^i&$jft$ 
m ofittteniperance. Y^ui^uld^bi^oid^biflCb 
■ cbamttta df ckrknefe hung a^qotf, on JWJp- 

you find thofe martyrs of iniquity, that it 
-may fafoly b# fdTerted, where w^^rp^i- 
Hence have fl*m thekthoufajids, ixrtWfljp- 

- ate^pleafure h»6 ftainiteten, tho^M^df- 

,- -While the want of ^moderati<^ inf^||b- 
fere j brii^s ineri ^ ?mi untimly ^gtme, 

* ~afcfthe:fame time, until they -.-nriin^e, 
k purfiiG* and affli6b« them witii ,«d^ 
amiimembfe. . To* what €a«|p>ibc &tyg|bi 
as to /*his> are owing, iaded .yo«tk, **d 
premature ,*>ld age; an.onerViitQct hty^$ 
afid.an v enfeebled mind; together ;i«£th 
alkthat k»g train/of dife^fe) whieh^e 

: oaadtilgence of appetite and fejcdevthjarlae^ 
teoduced into the ; macUL? Healthy ^bqttr* 

z fulaefs*. and vigour^ are inowa Jp &q $& 

oft^&ng of, t^mperaBpe* rTRe irqw?o^f 

moderation brings to ?dl the natural ^nd 

-innocent pl^afures c£ Jaft,'-;th*t ^ftiutf ua- 

~ corroded reiifhynvhH&givtt^ 
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t(^ryjii^^esgf?rti^t}f», .<*khot**w*l« 
ft|g*|poa i* qatia-ti* ftavtwr be loft. #« 
tsftts .vllrt <foe$t rdf ^w^f-ifleafiiKe, without 

9? the «sm of *ppofite«feftra#ep «$£»:$ 
durap, 'tiwrt V JWlpr &ik *£ &$r *a impttce 
t^.r&p&ms &&«fraaj0 ^tfcicji lies at the 
fetf&tB. <*£ t^e .ci ffi . . f fa the Bteafa*«, 
befefre, rvithkk ,a*e peg^*t©d by-naod«E- 
ljio% -there is always tbafrdismtf which 
goes^aloog withiaaoceaace. f Np avua. .aeeds 
toil* -aJCharaed of jthenu Thejr are con&£- 
te»t wtthiivwaottri with -the favour t»fGo^, 
and -of >roa*u But the ienfaaJjft, who 4if- 
dwasall j«ftraint.iahis^lesifui«s, isodiou* 
»xihe pnbfcepe. JH&yices become grate ; 
his character conteaiptihle.; and heeads 
ia being a batmen both tp lumfelf and to 
ftekty. Let me exhort you, once more, 

V* To moderation in all your pafikms. 

This e*eroife of the virtue is the more re* 

Vol. in. S auifite, 
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Jat /tiiaft fiacre W^ftaftr^pc* ttftslt,f*ft tfeifi 

'-aktte^fo- 5flfe ? tof*P^eem *<>Ib#»palfi«*i 

&>hrfe] *&& <tyft<! tet*tig£i ih#$9gtfot 

cotfrfe Woxi&i&n&i -«#« £»&fc&3«»: 

Mtjtt within? ! *1»Rf«h$fef^gtiR* Itaipifaifc. 

fi? thbre- flftttfih^MripafSok > iiJ^t«g4iie 

Htt£*wheri .«-g^£ii*flpgIte|3l ^nfftOJU 

ly jtrftiftH tb<)uV*ai^lw^)* 5 :>Ssfeaft»«at 

whfclr It -di^t^4^'-*ei^«F4«ri^M 

falft a^utn^ntsWMc)?lt^rifi^ifid^!ng8 

ta its'aid: : ''Of ; l8«* "'^afflJdfl^R^'W a8pr 

and re$Tithiertt, • the eicefi is WtaftbtiR? 

dangerous, arf l loij<»£'fc ■'■mw i %6sm* 

tionv' Hewho^%MMelf^Wtm T fi!i: 

'petirofity of fitch paffion^ iv&houtreftrlriaf, 

Js universally cotidfemifedh "Ir^'tKe wo^Kf 1 ; 

an3 ! hardly accounted a ''i»an ^f3uiia 

riiirid.' But, what is ; leis 3^t io ; be attedflf- 

dtHo,~&me even : of thofepafliqns v^lfcir 

*are reckoned innocent; ;i ot VhoWtert&e'flcy* 

"to J diforder and evil, isnot apparent,' jftand, 

nevef^elerfsj m need of mbaVratfotf aWte-. 

flrMtr&S frelt "as others: 1 j foi'jfuc^iif&e 

•'*•-' fee- 
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ntflrgtibri* . 1£$$qws& fo«x|uirstj|e 0£$x$ 
^se&rgfagil .49^?^o^««f « r the^^rtj;.^ is 
&rffc*mty ia rvanoufcififcratioiis,; to, ^en4«" 

^fiP«J«^^e^5^e.^bu|t^» .^whicb, .as^n ,05 

#&?&*»»& W*^4?oimd v tp jKSrFop^; : ^.^ 
^n£frl^4 n £4HWF £rowjn,QC pa%MJK&e- 
/&& ^e x^f^S^A yPeafoo. to ^beware. ,, : We 
^gjft*iYpy£ ta ? We.at hand cf^cksi- 
$MHfe ; fthjpfa ^y c afliitus in tempering its 
,\^jppftlviand in, regaining pofleffion of our 
%ijsi ^.Let.us be perfuaded, that inoments 
• Jofr^affioja arejalways, foments of delufion'; 
rtba^jno^iing tjr ul/ is,, what it then feems. ip 
, be,;, $m£ a)), the opinions which we. then 
forin, are erroneous;, and all the judg- 
ments which we pa{s v are extravagant. Let 
moderation accuftom us to .wait until the 
fmnes. qt paflipn be,fpept; Hntit.^he, jnift 
^ichiit^as.saifed be^in to be d;$gaiejiL 
"Sa '" ''"" ""'' We. 
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ScEHftL Wecfladltkfen bfc ahk tat&* ivh&* 4mfc 
J 0, , and ^ightlw^i^Mttcafdalh^^ilv^geft^ 
rdnmeiiiliafefcemilaiib Ontnd batofifln isfc 
us imagiae, that ftteogtfa^wbid wflrtwaj 
by violence of paffioft* Tins is flat tbtf 
ftrength of irten, but the irrfpet teofi*^ of 
children. It * the feengtfa ot arte wbb Ji* 
in the tidirium of a fever, «r jradec tfed 
ffirettftrbftnadnefe. The ftieagth *£%&« 
twrlow is indeed ioorttJed, jBart>it^*K 
nhnaturttl ftrength; whidk bt4ng iBadtti<H0 
proper gui<3wn<le, h ditefted ^i^dl^ifi^ 
j^ftsthat oocafion liis drftrofitidn.;- T*iie 
ftrerigth' of wiirid is jjhbwft'ift ; g ri H Kftrl gU Jg 
aad refitting jjalfitou, ^iaghn&g&>JJad£tf$ 
in l-tftraining the vviM beaft vf kirifl^ ttbd 
afting^oa the moft tryirig ^ctblldns, ae; 
cording to tbe dictates of ootffeience, wiui 
temperate rteafba. • • - • ! ■■ :..-• •■* ••>•» 

Thus Ihave poiute<i««t ia fex?ccaiii» 
ftances, how nu>der^tMMi!X)^ht:iNkiMej4c& 
plajed; Moderation in <w* wifhes; *■% 
^ptttfow to our podrfuitfe;. moderation .in 
euiv hopes f *aodi9f«tiott^|tt -w jpteafta*; 

mode- 
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l^tirf^ 4n %i£*$Dns; .;-|i|UMi*&aitts%1ll& 
di cwixfrjft, owl -fojtfaf&e ,.z»4gf^#itogfc* "****"* 

ipfcMlto fop #&fe tbip te^jp&ry. fcafs#!!# 

g£ #ew y^y.^^rent ^rpflj {fetf ksTfc* 1 

S8f^ <rf £tsj^ftgfory i .-WU.1 det^-t&e .y^ 
nity oC;0Wt%-|«Mri!oJt?; *J}d di.fcjojfe ob- 
j©^ Ayfelfih te tfcspfcoper Ji.4e.to intereft 
».-iKP,^»»ftl. < r»iil3, ; . Qtygks apqiiire nowei 
tp-ej3$a#e pur p^tffipns, only in pr^portip.n 
as they "are conceived to be great. But 
gceaty or. little^«ir<S: no more than terms of 
jOTmparifonvi.TJrtofe? things which appeal? 
great tojfine who knows nothing greater, 
swiE,finfc iato'a dinainntive, fize» whenrli© 
be£Dii^qaQ<pab$ed ; . vwiti* -objeic^s. f of a 
>r<om higher 
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SERM. higher nature; Were it oftner in oar 
# , thoughtp; t$tat tip Ipfditmt fonder none of 
thofe things which now difcompofe and 
agitate worldly men, would appear o£fuffi-. 
cieiittaagnitude tb ; ta3& xttirtmSflfo^pfiir' 
breafts, Enlarged^ v&wV- of the future de- 
ftination of man, and of the place which 
he may hope ta poifefe in an eternal 
world v naturally give birth to modera- 
tion of mindj. Ttey t^nd, £) t copl all mi& 
placed ardour about^the advantages of this 
ftate; arid to produce tha$ calai\ aa^jterp^ 
perate iriroe of {pu3t» .i*hi^;J^B^j^ 
and Chriftians. They gite no ground for 
er^ir^difregard of eartbly concerns. Whiff 
we are men, we muft feel arid ail asTucnT 
But they afford z, good '/reafon wliy .flie^ 
who believe the Lord to he at Kand^'ihpx^^ 
let their moderation appear, and be known 
unto all men. .; K / 

" " / '• ■'■'■' : '" : ;/r .>*J* r **~> ^ 

'••'■■;_"''' ' •' •'•• '• ''•':• ''■ ••"'' " ■'"'• V'S'-'',:'"^ ; ; 

i - , "- ::: - """ *•'- -* ; - ; -"- ,;.--:n-i '.";ii*; v ','.<;/rj. '\tv.y..d-4 
* ' SER. 



Digitized by 



Google 



» rfi.'/f '.''> -.?•.'■•;••'«•' '•'■.•-•-•/ :-" ; • -.'Thi-iov/ or £.:;«:,.■: .' 

r! -• '*. n v '• . " f * I _' * • • * ■' * r *• ■. s f * c '" 7 * '."* cr w • " r> i' ! !* 
<t,r "^ k - OS - : ••' '} lt ~ - — --r-; v>.'.. - ' 
• .Schorr* oi •::*"..; .-• •>'• < v .• t.^.t .n-.; w ^ 

^i« .■■*.*- r- ' . ' < *" .... -'" ;" 

:;•:. - PfcoyERflS, xiy. io. •"■ ^ • 

J^T js^ well known, ,.tbkt mea have al\Vays SERM# 
^qen fnjjcK .IjaclijQf 4 to place their hap-* XIII. 
jiaef^m the. advantages of fortune, jtnct v ^ v " v , 
/ the.cTi^ Hence thefe have 

£een purf^cf by the multitude y?ith luck 
avidity, tfcat every principle of hoiiout* 
prohity,. ^nd virtue, have been . Sacrificed 
%Q the attaiijment „of 4 them, At the fame 
time, many circuipft^nces, ipight have coa-% 
yinced men, that fuppofing them to be fuc~ , 

o cefsful 
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fe^tially conned .w^ipLajdij ff^VSH 

many'Jn % Wfef^nfta^ns of Ji^» rY^feto 

fpend their'djiys with "more cojp^^gfcgjb 
they who occupy the. higher,. dejja#33£B&> 
o^ the world ? Why flofs the, : h^SSffffd^Sta 




tha.t there a*e -ot^er $mo$$ffiio$ hapjftiek 
or-wifefyXop- ojfen, ,pyerloofc^%o'jtfc^i 
world, which immediately a^clt ^h£ iigttfepi 
aijd ojperate r there \yith greats foise $»f i; 
f&friit, thai! any circuflrffeince^ <^f >^k;i&f 
Ifcrittae'. f h& ii tAe' obfea^fo&ioMie/ 

pofe to 'HjdfottW. i £$$$*,% jj'mr hi ■ 
tflfe ,ctire£&urc<}$ of that iiitirto$ t UfackiM- 

'AJ^m^Mh mt i$e&ty4&j atf&.tfea*- 
flitffl pomi put the 1 proper im^r«tement»r= 

t'i:Mi J .J> It 
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atul the BM$uffif file Heart. $$ 

tKe^rflfe iBHfr &&Fk 4nMl&n^n^ 

aWe&ger ;* &$ #o'fh' v f!ie ;S6nne5tibn in 

w$cftt*^and<f 'wM fbMof nk fetfow^ 

c*e%tureV.° : 'R V! 4^ vf&K'^i c&um.*; 

ifeanaS/wnlclfi tifoft effelifktfy a^^eye^ 

iri$flreKa^|3fteis a;re, niS' perfonal cnaxa&er- 

^KKtoaiterigs;- ■; ' r x ^'V" 
j.v A&& Hi*'.-* 5i,.i-.- ■'•-•••• '^»''^' ; - 

&<m&*+>riSemWm wittraftr tempe* * 
i^^iex!^asify,' 4d^Kftnft!f a' fource ©r^nch 1 "' 
Istarcd ^&4fcte*ft& ; - For every riianf 
if «te KWftf bei'ttltew&tthe expr'efEbft, fcr 
ttWre^ c&mbSted! witfr* *imfe$ than -with ;- 
a^'&tterh*1^6Bje&. He is droftantfy a : 
C6ttt|)iatth)rtto , Mrtifelfiilhis own thoughts; 
'aid trkft he tttefeta'With there, niirft, of all' ' 
things «3ontrifeoteni6^td his happinefe'or ' 
h&"/4Jiqmei: Whatever his condition in 
t?«'xtoiftdKbe,Vx^eth^li%h or low, ifjie; 
find-, iro caufe' to tfpbraio" hirnfelf ; fbf his ' 
behaviour; if he 06 fatted that his coh-° " 
chl& proceeds upon a rational plan; if, 
\ ■ amidft 



Digitized by 



Google 



%*&■ hi;? cgjifci^ncf jbe,| in the ?nain, .free fr/Mn, 
"^^'-reprpach, , and: his pund jindifturbe^, „p^, : 
any ,#%$ prefages qf futurity; the fijun^ 
datioii. is Jaid for a p&ci^ a»4 ■ff$ e |fel$ £% 
npf of Jiie„ If to this you add a .^M^M^. 
chearful teropqr, not ea% frette^.or, Jj^ 
flur^ed^not fubjeft to envy, nor pro^e"^ 
vjoknt pafiion, mucKof thatjpjf Y?%% 
produced,.' which it is. fajd in th^ffe^, 
Jlrangpt internuddkth notm^h. s Eptiflas-^, 
an mtrjnfic joy, incjej^dentof a^j %e^ ;! 
caufes. . , The., upright . tyatii t ,as \t , is.; w^jjen^ 
hjatfsfied from hiw/e(f> Undiftiirpe^ tjfl, 
the vexations of folly, or the f ren?or^ h p^ 
guilt, his nights will be peaceful ? . an£,Jp ; 
days ferene.. JCs mind iaa Ipngcfora to, fyj... 
felf. A .good coiifqience,, and good teopt... 
per, j>rejp,are, even in the roidft of poverty,; 
a continual feaft. 

. .But how fadly will the fcene be re/ver$$, 
if jthe fxrft thoughts which occur, .to } a. #naj» 
concerning himfelfj (haJl,be,of a, gloomy, 
and - threatening kind ; if. his temper, t m^ 
%ad of .caioauefe and ftlf-enjoyment^ mall 

" eld ' 
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and the Bittetnejs of l the Heart. aS^ 

yield 'Mm nofiiing but difilpnet antl paitftfl&MtfM.? 
agitation Hirany fituaftion ^oF'forttiae^ fc«- SSHtf 
lt%ofjtMe : ^si r him^fe bfe : happy* ^fcdf^ 
mlfe ; is : in tkis tf ouBled ftktefi %%e Birii*- 
tf~aman hirfij^dihMs btfrniities^btti 1 a; 
ntiotikcfefrfpi^ Vigour ofr 

niiiid; ittky enable r a ; man to ftiftain iiiany' ' 
fft6c^ c o£ adverfity. In hisf^irit- e arldiig 
as 4 it^S fpuncf; he can find a refiurdti*" 
Whether auxfcries : fail. But l if ; tha£f 
wfti^#8Sld ftMri Mm be erifeebledraria* 
bfokeiir ffthat'tb which he hasr recbttrc£ 
for^^c^re of other fbrrows, become itfelf 
the' v$tm1&ed j&rt ; to what quarter can h£ ' 
tii^nfb^telfef?' : - •'>> 

'/ ;Th^WdtrticIs which the fpirit fuffersare. 
ovfririg chiefly; tor three caufes; to folly, txr 
patflibn; Wto guilt. They frequently ori- 
ginate fi&m folly; thatis^ from vain, and 
injproper purfuits, which, though riot di- : 
rfe&tly tfnmhial, are unfuitable to a man's 
a£fe cih$ra£ter, 6t condition in the world. 
JA cbfiieiquence of thefe, he beholds hftn^ 
fej? degraded and cscpofed; and.fuffers the x 
pafrvof many a rtiortifyirig fefle&ion; and ' 
* J / ; - many 
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$6% «•• •* Onibfijy* ••>".■'; 

s jil % many* a ftumbUag companion, of' himfetf 
^«*^ With others, » The diftrefs o€<*fiona8'b* 1 * 
fenfe of folly, is aggravated tyaiiy'vfateac 
paffion 6&ng allowed "to tfcUe pffiffift'of 
the heart. Even though itbe of &*<&$ 
oF tnofe which are reckoned ittnoceW^yoi, 
5f it hatfe entirely ieized and <>v^rpd*&*fel 
a^man/it deftroys his tr*n$ui&tft 3ta4 
brings His mind iato a pertufbeo!l/£«Wi 
&it 5f it fee a pafflon of the bla^ftJWl *fc> 
cioos kind, it is fufllcieat tofrtafrt^molk 
flourilhing conditio^ aiidtopoifon att?1d| 
joys;; If to thofe wounds ^ iufli<9wl?bgn , fiifc 
fy, or paffion, you add the' mymb ^ 
guilt, the remorfe and fear produfMri* by 
criminal deeds, you fill up *e w«»{b w of 
pain and bittcrntfc *f heart. Qftfen have 
the terrors of confidence occsfioned mvkM 
paroxyfms, or violent agitation* o£ tttttfi 
A dark and threatening cloud ieehiay ito tfee 
confeious finner, to be. hanging <ower th» 
head. He who bdaevea binvfrtfi^efpfeficd^ 
or hated, by men, "and who <dj»ftd% «fetbs 
lanie time, an avenging God, can derive 
ifttfe^leafusre from the jcstt-rnaLownlbrt? of 

life. 
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and the Bitkrn$.&tht Heart. *6$ 

fe^n^eyt*y.drfc^ht which ple«%fifl^j*^ 

;^^h&*«to»nat,3mi8foitune$ of <li% tdi&Bq 
foittnmte, ftoverty, ,a»d fick»efi> -.*i*3ffj 
thi«g.3tt coropauriioaot thofe iaytf^fdJo 
4iwfifes of »ind, occafcoaed: by fc$y*.bK 
j«flBQ» 7 'flLnd by guilt. They may iftdfed 
-piT*toUu»i<lJh%*em degrees, according ?fl 
-o&efefffotf^of thofe principles of tritt^ 
*fe&t»pre^miiia**. But they are feldpm 
ftttq*} feit «foader from <me another; and 
«ttea ? -.«Ja it, too often happens, <aU the tfciseif 
tttttonoplkatad, they complete the imfeigr 
*f afaro/ The-difordcxB qf the mind,, h*, 
Itt^itheotarifen to their height, become ©t" 
«&thiag$< tbe nioft dreadful. The ihame 
«£&&#: ti»: violence of paflion, and the 
mawwfeof guiit, a^iiig in conjunction^ 
bare toorfoequwaatiy dniven men to the kft 
end «hfoorped reftjge, of teekieg relief' 4a 
d*ath rfiorfl a jiife too embittered to be any 
longer etttared.* I iprooeed to ctmfider - 

3vh.' ,i . r-'r.. -•'• •. •.. ..-.; ...•-" 

3c ifroforattR mwibles,. and other joys of 

■>'- . ' the 
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#»« ifc the. ilwa*t r . fflufing.froto) Twrtfifea tHfwMW^ 
^^.•^oftt tkt>& th4M Jmve raiwoiditfc^hei; 
fcfupded^in the fcalatioBB OT^c<i«A«<SMbs 
:wibichiivfii|im^ with othe^i^i^cipriftgwg 
>ft»m the: feelktgs rollick cthe^iioce^w. 
£ucfe cAufis p£-faBrow^i»f? jdpriarebfcrfbfcn 
^tcrhai nature. :- Religionizes ristetorfk, 
that all the: fowtocsttf u^ 
'para arertieachredfirom oar tartptft ^bllWh 
*atfr ixfliwiour. ;33ief©a*e iiadc^^t^iA^ 
jcipslipia^^ 

way or other they .affeft Mh:$ate$jkl&^ 

and pains of' life; but they include not, 

within thlemfeLYra,*the i^aiedc)fit&Qm^Dur 

:Gmator did imtiiJrtnd, that l^te 

,of each individual fttcaald ihaire iw>qd^ttd- 

Hence on thofe v^o mj^^oxmAMm^l}}^ 

vi»gcoiuw<SledviB;in ibckty by JmaySllte, 

it is his decree, ttute ttosfeties fftouil iprpue, 

both during thariubfiftenoe? and i^tbtir 

diflblution, caufes of p^eafum ori jra^^ £0*. 

mediately, and ofteA4e%>Jy,>ja^ 

human heart My <do<$teiriev: :• tteefinrt^sfe 

iaot, that M* biii*rt$f\ rwkiek ih^hmr^hktmar 

v ;♦ * Jir anger 
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and the Bitkrntfs tf>the Heart. ttflS. 

$**»£& httermiddkth\kbt i \& i^p^t^f&Bitm. 
4vfery ' thtng^exlferhal. fWka* 'Ikaffejitn^^j^ 

^M^tfeis^iM^0^''akd tMs" rjfcpfitfqiafr 
wmch irriobe on Mh« caitft^ttofaB'.oiifsidhM 
or^^ertyi on -higher Imv^Sfctinte m'tlre 
%dHd?t*h!rt^ eqnaHy ituha*- x&hdEttabsiof 

<4fo*tHifr fortnacy an* of.-privateJiif«p tbe 
^©ft'hiatfiifttvGirewnftaoeea of itttjiublecbr 

^Wlefr# iteHttd the ftate d^ob ri w ro min d 

45^*' Whi^atilfefram the coniaAibns we 

**^^thJCWl*»; t - ;?-;.;: . ,t! • •• nt- :."• v; - > 
c ?<>ff '?ib»j;'>»if ;v-... •-■ < ••'.•'. *'■". 'i ii: j-ajj 
;if(lMroideiitomB(ke this appears let us fop 
^pofe^fihwol,- in any ttnfcvnr condition: dir 
-fiffejf'hippy in Mi fiuiiiry\<and his friends.; 
fi&thed'by the cordial inttrcourfe of kind , 
tJfe&ionsi whichp-heparta3»s. with them; 
. •njoydng'r.'thS cortrfbrt ttft.doing'them - good 
bfildea^ and tecehtihgan return their fined. 
tdft latitude.;. ^eaqaerieneihg na jealoufv 
T^^en^,'lnadyti|in«kr.or alienation of ail 
-fedi«tt^Taai»ng.tho&:wH3tWhenihe is <on- 
ne&ed^^-^how many, and "how* copious 
foiawrofcinward joy open tofuoh ar man! 
;W\yr*\^ How 
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• ' Bat ir£<as4a?]M& ftH^j<^f t#f«P ^ a^ 
to be broken off, in an up^e^ dp**^^ 
the cruel hand of the laft foe; let us ima- 
gine &e fami^jvwie & *3j>gr *»**»& 
tbe»felveMoi>e&>W tkefWfn^^e daft, 
or'tfat i^oufe, to vrkattt ffaifh&towme 
attached % .tketeaadaieft ibev>SN6fcfe«4*t«(fc 
the coid tted rf -Aaatln itkfetf wh* tfM« 
uefe docs thE Meart 4ajbwr!; , I!}us •*# -ft*, 
ftri&eft -feiie, is itBvam'^Or^^y-lhMi. 
wtikh it » not in the -power; «f any *#9$6- 
nal circurnftawse triiattem-'to^flforda* *$- 
Kef. Amidft tfaaTe piercing grids oftbe 
heart, all ranks df life are kweUed; aJMwf- 

tin&ions of forfuate are <&rg»tte«. • •**»- 

- availing 
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and tht Brtfermfsxf the Heart. fy$ 

asfciMrig are the toe^^Jof:f|AMdc6diW» 5 $ERM. 
^u&hwMchs riches dock.the fetal coiiebs ,to _J?fl 
gsoe &? tesfceoiuifertta the:mott*oe£. Jhe" 
pnace^ and thepeafiat, ^ft^uaHy-fel 
th«r><pBra. bittcnae&, Dwelling o^, t^m*- 
daagboly,n«membiamcgof joy8rtbftt ace paft 
jJUfiLgoae, tte one fbsgetshis poverty ; the 
•otter defpifea the gilded trappings 'of his 
.fette. Both, in thst lad hour,, ar^ fyjly 
fenfible, that, on the, favours of ibrtw&e it 
: fjapmrft srot to make in«n happy . ia this 
worldv - 

.... Bvtkit.isjiot «oly ; the ^eath of, .friends, 
ijnrhkh, in the midft of a feeminglyypro- 
iparoua ftacte, ia ab^e to bring diftrefe^me 
t» the heart. Iron* various failures, in their 
. conduit wfee,n living, arifes much of the 
inyrard wnjeafioefs we. fuflfen It , wijl, in 
general^ be. found, ; tha^ the behaviour .of 
thofe apiong whonvwe live in near coi^nec- 
tio% *6j n &ct to perfenal character. ( and 
temper* the chief fc^jree, either, of the plea- 
sures, ftr of the di%rietndes, of every man's 
Jifet , As, when their behaviour is. cordial 
and fati«fa^ory, it is of all external things 
v~3io*. IIIT T the 
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;Wni&$ fttftnin&'te IftteMnaf %, ttirtfi^ 

(iefedtb iio j (tet3dea- %&^tf titoi*^ 
yk rtiiflerattakeft' tfie" tfeHijter; <tKH9fl' 
We, fiataflefl wl&r tfroft •'fl^HreritSW? 

daily to travel,' kit finds ft ; ttig^/irf 
ftony, and fcaittfin 1 to betrfcd. ~ ui!i oJ ^ 
s the -caft becomes rhhcH 'wM$ ^W 
ball and criminal tohdticTof ^rftfts ^Mi!>W 
we have once loved, dillbive all th^^K^E? 
of amity, and ttiowthat 'dtrr ^hfiSetaBS 
J&s been abufed. : Then are 'PS. J %Sft? 
6f lhe.deepeflTprings of btoeriieMn-flfe 
human heart.^-^Miol^the fceaTr^f^fitf 
parent torn by the tmWorthy^i^a^ur^ 
and Ctueiingf atitnde of : ¥he cnrM,' wta r 
he had traine'd'irp with tfcre fontieft hdgesf 
on whom he had lavifhed Ms ^ofcr^fe* 
Hon; and for- whofe fate fle had'lifcoaWa; 
and toiled, throaghtfie conrfeof alofigli&l 
Behold the endeaTrnen^' : df'tfee :> conJtig^.f 
. flate changed mt^black iufpicioh, -kkd lriifc 
tetifft the atfe&ionaie ff>6u&, ' : (k Hfte- Vifr 

^tuous 



zed^C le. 



and the Bittyn$kfif y ihe tieart , $££ 

^oxjd, ? >^,JH? ^%ffcs I Begyliw f tp^i^- 
ra#,, Ajj^rt^o^'? .jDq. .%y or fhiefly -befell 
J£]$F£ ^Ji^able. jife^ jajifl taye*he.great 

t^ou ? When, the , h^ajct; k. $pxdy wpW«i 
by ; the ingratitude or faithleflhefs of thoie 
«ji^h«m,iJ;rtyad.4eA?e<i ^t)i,the yrhole 
yij&gfc ^^fife(^i^ wjK^r JhdUt&pii f % 
K^ttef? "SV^ll ,it .find . cosu?urt in the r»coL: 
ledtopC,^o/?tir8^|vd titles, t Qr m the con- 
^n^l^pa of .furrounding tEeafijares?—— 
Xalk^t«f : &e,hono»jrs of a court. Talk 
not of {he .wealth pf the eaft. Thefe, in 
this ,hpu$s : pf heaxtrbitterneis, are fpurned, 
as ^oJbeiiyptibie apd vile j perhaps curfed, 

T % as 
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3& *&& dart nai'Smtie its - Way io the hei& 
There, tte*3 is fixed) .Tfee ve#-feat l bf 
feeBng fc iffidTed; arid 1ft £rd£65^^e 
titer ierifibHtt/wf' *hb 4 tfafc*eifa ftfa^'Wd 
the teride*wefe ^Ms'ijafeffii^f' ft^ttfc 
IbitttttateJr' will be 'hfcrdegree kit aiigitfift 
A §ood 6dnfdence, andhope ir<*oj&, / *h$f 
ii^e^brifrg Bin fconfolatfonV *8#*jjfi. 
der fuch diiftretfes of the he*^ -«i#1fi&£ 
deffcrlbed, fortune, be ft as dtiutifhing as 
J»ou wi)l, fe-fao tfctdre than : WeihjplM ^pa- 
geant ftls a feeble rteed, wtiWh We*«8 
lio. lapport: It fe a hduie of ftraW, fofctt* 

IS fcattered befor^ the ntfndV -■'•-■*" vJV»uq 

. ' ■'. ■ . ■ • • i ' ' - 

?.. tffcufl ytou (ee this ftlo&rifje xri&Biin&d& 
ficothxaany quarters* 'that the hterirt kfnows 
abitferheis and a joy of its owii,'*akageth(tf 
difthnft froiri the uneafineftnr the pleafare 
that is produced' byr.tbe eirdtitfiftanceB tof 
ttstdrnal fortune *: arifing. iekHerifironicpeb- 
fboal chara6$er, Ebd-theftafe-ofva^aafs 
dwa mind ; or From the. afie^ions e&ciicd 
b^thecrelationsinwh^chfheiVaDo^ortrtheit 

This 
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and the Bj^T^ $ the Heart. ■$$ 

sb imidYnrroEi an. Ji ixi ,-•..•>'.:>•' ,/■•;->• ;I \ 'fcb 

IlSfclfcr jicfcee, .*«4? hjgfcjituations jfc.jj£ 
.SSttW- ^ft# '^e^cHno^n, that thereager 
puffuitofthef?iM^;^i^iiK»ntivf;t^'fhe 
crimes that fill the world. Hence among 
the middle and fowferremks of men, alt the 
frand; feKheod, and treachery, with which 
thai' ^cpmp^tkion; for gain infefts fbciety. 
Hence the higher, ftadons of the world, 
all the atrocious crimed flowing from am- 
bibkm.and the love of power, by which 
the .' peace- of mankind has ib often been 
brakes, and the .earth .flamed with blood, 
^jid,thefel-;«a(veted advantages .the power,, 
MT when 
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SlkjfcMfwhftv obtained of' enfering' jdy to &« 

I a^., fteart and jendering it a granger to blttd- 

w " v ^"'nefs, fame apology; might te offered &s 

$te violence' to which they have |(iven do- 

" , caftmw The prize mrgh* be fop^ie&W**» 

fhy of feeing Required at' a high egfteme, 

when' to •milch depended' ©*f tfte 1 afnju* 

, meat. k B\rf I havefhown, 'In©£e Witfc & 

fisfactory evidence, that'the%©ntra^.»^e 

truth. I fay not, that the 7 aava^iee^df 

fortune deferye no regard from a wile or a 

. gt>od man; Poverty is • alway>. difoefling. 

. Spulence antf rani are Wh- attended with' 

many comforts, and may be' ren<$ere4'i!^ 

. fervient 1 to tfie moii- valuable j^pofe's. ' JR&r 

-wha):'.Ilayis, thai it is- a ^eat error to rate 

. .th<m :: bfeyond their juft value. • &jeofld£ry 

acfyanta£e&> inferior alfeffenees to feli&fjr, 

they are , ; ancfno 1 morei l Thfcf rartk'fcelW 

£very thing that ^immediately ai&<9ts.t3» 

heart; and that is- a natiye fource of joy ct* 

oittemeis' there, -• If a- man Se either tfa- 

h,aj5py.in his'difpofitionsj or unhappy in all 

his cdnneflions, you heap upon hlin in 

• vain, all thetreafures, and aU th* fe^otfrs, 

' ■*■ • ■ - - v ; • •- which 
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and the $i$jqrn$ <tf the Heart. 979 

|hiij^t£eo, <$$& felfe-gl^rr whieK tKV^W^ 
.^piQjoni.'of |thft nuiltitude: throvr ;arcwm4^^^ 
"jtlierb. '_' Contepajplafe tliejTOfwith'fi jnqnS imw 
^'tiglejg/ ^riiie jthari vriihkfteager^ 
#efs." Abpv^aU} n^ver faqriftce to. the pur? 
ftitjaay degree ofprqtyty c* jnofal worth, 
p^ qand wr or ,good afle&ion j jf you would 
ig<pl fljiy a , fouxidation fbu that bitterriefs of 
-, l»wrt£ wjbkh tiqne of the good* pf fortune 

';., §9S^^' s k7 jet the opfervatjongwhiolv 

' Jiaye beep. TO^d^ corceft pyr miftakes, ao4 

. ^ee&uour cornplaj^tSj -^onceming a lb pppf- ' 

>4 pF9fP^c«i©u4 diftributipn jpf Jiappin^is 

jp this .^(prld. : The cbai^j of injuries, 

,vv^icb (9 $fte% o& this account, hath beep . 

faoa^tagainft Provjdense, refts o*&r$ly 

,pp tkj& ground* that tbe bappine& and ini- 

-4*7. ?£ PtiP^y )> e tf$9$*tei ty *te de- 
btee of iheijs e,xteniaj profperity. TJu£ is 
. the delufea. under .which the % iuutfitiide 
^ve ,ajway& ; lab<«we^ ^ut which a.» jv$ 
^o^fidfraJisG of the in>^£ble 4^}i^'4>f $#&* 
. it i: ^ pinefe 
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Shut ' ^X'{k''t&3&^ ■ : '-'*-'- 

S5A!ff.pihds that afibft the heart, Is fufficknt to 
^ ^ corre^ BT you/ wd|M.' i judge whetibcDJt i 
m&rbe really happy, it isnot.ibUlyitf iiiiv 
houfes and his hxids, to his eqiiipag^raini 
'iiisii^'nw^y^u^'^o look* Uiilefe yinii 
rbuld iee farther, tod'difcerh what jayjxm:. 
what biiterneft, hi* Ikeatrt feels; yon xm 
pronounce nothing concerning lihri; That ; 
£tbtid and wicked man, whorh you , Jaifaqfeiv 
fuirouhded.wifh ftate and Splendour, rii^v 
upon whom you think the iairbursr of 'Heja-i* 
ven fo . improperly lavifhed, may-be *~ 
wretch, pining away in fecret^wkh atHoti^^ ' 
rfand griefe unknown to the wrorld. That >f> 
poor man, who appears negle&ed ai£l otrqjii - 
looked, may,' in his humble ftati©tyfbe- 
partaking of all the moral, and aU the ibf- 
cial joys, that exhilerate the heart; riiap 
be Hving chearful, contented, and hsppy;* 
Ceafe ? then, to murmur againft difpenifc 
tions of Providence, which are, to *s, rfbtfte^ : 
perfectly known. Envy not the profperity-' 
of finners. Judge not of the real coodition.r 
of .men,- from* what floats merely 'oh'thtox; 
fur&ce of their fiate. Let us rather, L? *i r.w 
•*•'-•:£: ' : ' ' • ■ Thirdly, 
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andJhe Biity<nef*$<fifo Heart, 3$£"v 

iiftCTH&fcfowGes c^hkppiiacfi.ov rtlfex^eotto ^ 1 ^ j 
whichJit* hiath iteea ^flip^rji that fo iadfack 
depends.- A$ far &s tl^>Mtteidej&ifir>ghjr 5 i 
o&the Itekrti arife&from- tlae fifft-ofridbofei 
great; vfgiinga wl^hil^affigoed^tb i^ oirp :.;• 
pwirconikift: and« taaiper/ fa ^.fisiiw ihap* > 
piisefiris phuB^ikzHjune OTfiafi»ej f :ia our r 
o\^>2amd&V~ Wjhite \s, amifexjr difbixleaxrd; r 
- wfthin^iittibdHlf quince offblly, of Tpaffurnir 
or~fpM§(mfyj(he roSHfifed by ckre care,, uizk 
dsr tfett affifiaucadf ditrine; gnarn: ; r;He who 
thearetiymtiaW 

fbitei'fif hfetoy frefe from ill -hunHMir ;£Bd *'*• 
di%ufl)rijDoi»\Vi^ anck&am ; 

veadngr a dai&r fieijd Is ; My ingf a: foundation ibr : 
en^^mtiiit>:oJ'nfcirtife4f^: friadb furer and 
broader, 3 thraft' ifi T h«}j^re*mnaffing thoii-v 
lan^^iicraa^itis>*flate» l ur! 

wllBdqfh%aM;to^tlie«if0ther fprin'g of joy* 
orJ^eJ'i^odfdwai^i artfiag from olir t<m± I ; 
ne&ioji?r with tollers, <; hete indeed, w&gKr 
more;def)eiident»tt Ifebgs^not l witMaiis^ui: ; v 
pawtoro«>'^l«fen GOMi&6t&a»s are^ot ^oi-t- 
Ways of,wcr J©wii'f6ri|iing ; andswiPwifcW > 
u ";rjn^i '-I'l: t they 
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.«BHW.fl>ey him fe*tt^ri^%^hQ^the.^^ft 
^JJJJJ'W® I»N«it» tedtfap^isied W $& f P*$gf- 

. tl*e propec regulation of the ^r^.js^fjje 

.ufciaoft-iroportttnee, both % *TOitf$SAfee 

,Jpys,wW«h..<5m». fitua&w* aSo^^ai^fgr 

.ns&gsttiiig t the gr #fe wijash opr spj^- 

#ion*.mngr repkar uftaw«jWAf» '.-..AMfl&jf 8 

.-j jfc choke of Jnoada or . iselativc^ 4^P/^ S 

'4«r o*riielve$, let their yjrtw af$ 9 H!j^h 

^cwfi dir©6fc that choice, if ^vkfl&bfF 

any ;laftiog felicity t front: its mUt iflwtlie 

.habit^and attachment? {^&«yi; Ufe^nfer 

theyxareArmed, let it far Qijr>%ii€l^ $4j#- 

.fil properly ©u* own part, . ket nothing be 

wanting on our fide* to nourifk tMt nnftwl 

harmony and aflfeQionatefrieaL^flbi^i MFh#k 

in ever/ fittatiptt «£lile^.lj«» ferem&apisa, 

is< of fo great confeejueace jto cror pe*»#|d 

iatisfa&ion. Jti&nojt,i^e^^ni«liC>p^W(er 

to preferwe always ^live; tJjofoJmen^, jp- 

whom oar hearts delight; 1 ft ;ift- ;$ftpfc *»t 

in jcmr power to pjsevantihe ingratftuckraftd 

unworthy behaviour of other friends, Iram 

whom we. once expe#e# sogalbjrt. But 

. ' - ' under 
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and ihe Bi$t#n$ of Wu Heart. 4$& 

aate tltofer affliafertg "itacaadente <if lift,3HRM. 

of &6 'fbcftjgiil^ &»$ d&rt&ior* of tile affi*. 
tkmsj, fo£ Mtftitfth&ig ttliefc T $«* a' pwri&ti 
*&d! Wfcfiuregblated • h«*t> reafcm ami eeM* 
gtofl eaa' ; ltfiHg many' aids fisr hea&ug it* 

' fythd n€^%etrt and tickins/ aie- wbottjf 

ti^^ftr l The greater eypenencew«ha^e 

^tfte ^ffift«ks.of tafiaaitia^. with mote 

' *tetght ' wifl? t&at Attest* of the wife jkkm 

itfwS^Akiic Hun*, to our rememHratioej 

M&ptthy hiuu$**kk'MU dHtgena; for out ef 

- ilwtfao fourth and iafipWey another in - 
fttuftion, that It fc^of.tfag utmoft import- 
- attte to tie aH/ frequently- to look tip .to 
' Hbw who made the • huntin heart; and to 
imptowhis afiiftaiK* iofthejcgalatida and 
governments it. Known to-. him, aie- all 
tha &0T033 of bfcttcrnefs-and joy by which 
kis.a&afteri. Oh bim.it depends tofet 

•-, ... .... *Prpr. >• 23. . .»'.'. 
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m* $& fch*?i ;##£*** <or,' tp. ft»*t tlittifi^ft9^»> 

***** &^ Iff : a t £i^y,&i^ 
^i$pi^ 

Sgiid^ tof enable <itetb,ke«p)cw h£i$te i»& 

afiiftance which we nifty? ^IHfelte^ejjjyj 
from divine grace, the employments of de- 
votion themfelves, form one of the moft 
powerful means of cbmpofing, and tran< 
quillifing the heart Oh various occafions, 
when the lources of heart-bitternefs have 
been moft overflowing, devotion has been 
found the only refuge of the fuflfereh De* 
votion opens a fen&uary, to which they, 
whole hearts have been moft deeply wound- 
ed, can always fly. Within that quiet and 
facred retreat, they have often found a 
healing balfam prepared- When grieved 
by men, they have derived, from the afcent 
of the mind towards Godandceleftial ob- 
jects, much to footh them at prefent, and 
much to hope for in future. £et us, there- 

fore, 
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and the Bittbrtitfs of the Heart. £&$ 

€tte r n*&G&mmetai witfr wWcti feligk>ri AVkiib- 
etti ! fcsftjfh «ty for phWii^ife^ ^ r the jbya, x,lt - 
and^lRagidg the Wtterrie& tif "thi heairfc 
A^nidft the firaikies of our nattfre, the&i~ 
C6nft*ncy of men, and the frequent chinges 
fcf ktwoak life, we ftlall find every affiftanee 
that dm be procured, little enough, for ena* 
tolitogus to pafe our few days with toler- 
*bl*itottfort and peace. 

iVom :* »'•,■.-■■ . • - : : 
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,.-.:•. ■ f /I :. ty $# - .lis. .•;« . .u; . ^ 

! :;l •*.•:. sk.. i .:• i \»* .":•;••/ riricrr r;«f'i/?> vth'jt..rJbaj.» 

■SCI iw. ;;;T..\;.\v *>.:;; ^v:r*>;o^; VHWh^O-hftr 

. "- '• r . . •: ij s / ■;'.' ton Ilsril 

1 : MA&V.X. %I. %i ci - ff [i;ff;(fl ^j 

r , r • • ► 

Then JefuSy beholding him, loved hinu^ — p " 

^ v WE chara&ers of men which the wptyi ' 

wv-*J prefenta to us are infinitely div^ri^^-r. 
In foine, either the^good or the bad ^alx^i^s . 
are fb predominant, as.ftrongly t<> m?i£k 
the charadler; to difcrirainate one perfon* 
as a virtuous^ another as a vi^ipus m3£. 
In others, thefe qualities ,are fo> mixed -to r 
gstlier, as to leave the character doubtful, j 
The light aad the ftjade are ib much, blencL f „ 
ecLthe colours of virtue -and vice run ill 
fuch ja manner into one another, that we 

can 
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can hardly diftinguifh xviie^elJie cmeewds^SEEiM.' 
afcd th^ ja^er begin* $ a^4 .«^" *wpaj» in xw * 
fti^eiicey w&ethef to blame or to" graft. 
W^^^fe^^ire tfyo^ who ; At» tHorc^h* , 
ly geo<l, andftet^tWt^^ it 

is proper alfo to fcrffcbw attention on thofe 
im^erfeft *hki*<$$ess, wfcetfc tfoers may be 
touch to jtfaife^ and fcraewhat to \bkffte ; 
akd Wbe*e tsgard^Siec^^ 
flhtffl not ttitidef m feorti remarking wJhat 
is ^Fe&ive ^r laulty. Such attentions •will: 
be found the more tifefhl, r as*charafters of 
tfcfis ^mxed'fctt we, more #equenfly tbao 
afeiy toAer^xbibited to las in tfoe.oraim&ce 
of&eiety. '' : jp 

'ft ^ih&ie of *Hi$%i*t, whidrgaW occ*. 
fitMothfe incident ih^ded'inthetlterft. Tte 
irfcMfefitlfe^hstb li^V^1*6n^confiaered SsVe* ' 
nia^Mble; #nce it is ^recouitted by thtee dP : 
tlieevahgelkal writete*; and by AeiniiH, 
with nearly tile Tatoe drctitoftaincaes. ISie 
pe^fph & whom the hiftoty relates,' wfets a 
rukr"- "-tife of hi^feer raisk awd flation itisrn 
ffi^-^llo'^aliy^rete^ to Jefiis; He* 

Wife « r/^ wa» / ^EJd was h'yMng mkn* Hits 

yv. jj;nj ,,':?.:;■; .,; *.»-., vJ/f- -^..^ 4 .»£*..: 
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^88 Oa Chttra&efr ^ impetft^Qvf^L 

SlTOt whole behaviour was ^epaflfeffing andea- 
XW '* gaging. Heapjrears- *d* hive: *rt$c&? , e&a 
high-opinion of our Lord* r Ufe ad^tfdfed 
lumwith the utmoft i^%^i ^^t^<f^ 
tionWhichJie puttohi"m^9^peri«^in^ 
pbrtant. He kmkdt^i^^i^ik^^^ii 
M*fter> Whatjk&UJ fa &*k£.in& i*Mt 
dernallift* Hfewndtuffc in ^mmvI^M 
been regular and .deceit- -iiMo^-lptt*- 
: tfcfli 'thatlie had hitfefette-kept Mti#if&*t 
from any gtt>fe 'vkte; m& & hh dealings 
with others, had obferved the precepts of 
God. T)ur Lord, beholding him y ii $%L& to 
have hoed. him; whence we have reafon to 
conclude, that he was not hypocritical m 
hisqprofeffions; and that his countenfcwSe 
eatried-the expreffion of good difpdfiticms, 
"as hisfpeecb, and hi9 manners, were altoge- 
ther complacent and geMte. Yet this|ier- 
fon, amiable as he was,, when his yirtue 
was put to the teft, difappoihted the hopes 
.which he had given reafbs* ta fornix A*- 
" tachedj in all probability, to the in^ulgefle* 
of eafe and pieafbre, he- wanted ibrtitisie 
of mind to part with the advantages of *Ke 
: - ? ' I - J *world, 
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wo*ij* &sf jfceiakeof reiigpos* , ^n;fjV : aw. 
Lord required him. ta fulfil hi&fgood in^« «*• 
tione, by Jelinqaifljiag ^s fortune y ;5». * <)!:5 '' 
«o«*ii*g .one of his foiknvera, and pregsganj 
him&lf to eacowiter fufferinga, ,the facri- 
£ce appeared to him too great Impcepopf 
:*£ Aartwe* however; ftill rera&hwd on has v 

.fjaftid. He T was ienfible . of wlwt he ought 
4^Jhm*<<Ute; and regFetW his want pf 
•MMMgKtot ^ it. ifc wwjotfpyffiti :fJ3e 
-was grtieatdi: YrtJr s«wif. away. , ,-- ^ . 

• .-= |E?ehso»s of a character fbmewhat jre» 
femJbliwg this, all of us may have me* with ; 
especially, *nia»g lie young ; -among thofe 
who : haw® been .liberally educated, and 
polilhed by good fociety. They abhor 
ope* vire» and crimes *hat diftarb the 
worlds They have a refpe& for religion. 
They ate willing to receive inftrudtioa. for 
their conduct They are modeft audjaa- 
afiunrin&j refpe&ful to their fuperiors in 
age or Ration; gentle in their addreisj in. 
->©ifen£ve.aad courteous in their whole : be- 
haviour. .Thejr are fond, of obliging every 
vVol. III. U one: 
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ago . Oh CkaratUrs of IfaperfefcGwdnef&A 

a E RM. Pne ; unwilHngto hurt or djfpleafe any. * 
^^ Suclt persons we canaaQt but Ipve. ,.Wa: 
- - - g}adly proinife well, of theo> ; and ars. dik 
pofed to forward and affift them- « > . Y et< foc|r: 
is the weaknefe of our nature, that at the 
bottom of this chara£et; there, may He, Jas 
we fee exemplified in the ioftance»b$fts$ 
Xk$ y £>me fetret and material defers. .Tb%t 
vigour of mind, that firiime&of-pri^ 
may be .wanting, whiah is requifii&^Wfftftfti 
ablingthemto a6fc with propric^; swh^fe 
their virtue is put to a decifive tcial. . . iThfift 
foftflefs of their nature, is unfavourable^; fo 
fi^ady perfeverance in. the courfe ,e£ ifl&Nht 
. grity* They poffefs the amiable, qvialij^^i 
but there is ground to fufpecft, that in tt^r 
eftimable ones they are .deficient. Why?*; 
therefore, we by no means*ckfithei«anMHigv 
the bad* we dare not give them th£.-.fft& 
praife of virtue* When they fit outift tbp, . 
world* we cannot pronounce with? coatftv 
dence, what confirmed features tbteir cha^* 
ra£t?r will aifume; ndr how far they cm 
be depe&ded upon, in future life. . Ali^r* 
me now to point out the dangers wkich: 
^ fuch 
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loth perfons tore moft likely to incur 5 and ^ E ^ W • 
to ftiowwhat is reqoifite for them farther 21V^ 
W ftudy, in order to their fulfilling thepa*t ! 
of good men and true Chriftians; 

I. PERSON* of thU de&ription ar<e not 
tpteUfied for difchatging aright many du- 
ttes^ ; to Whkh their fttuatioii in life may 
cail;th*ffi« In certain circumftances,; they 
tehave'with attendance of propriety When 
att>is calm and fnjodth around them; when 
nothing ^oceurg to agitate the mind^ or to 
diftifrb the tenoi? pf placid life, none 6£' 
their defe&s come forward; They are be- 
loved i and they are ufeful. They promote 
the comfort of human fociety; and$ by 
gentlenefs and courtefy of manners, ferve 
to cettieirt men together in agreeable union. 
But to fail on the tranquil furface of an 
unruffled lakfe* and to fteer a fafe courfe 
through a troubled and ftormy ocean, re- 
quite different talents : and alas! human 
life oftener refernbles the ftormy ocean, 
than the unruffled lake- We fhall not 
have been long embarked, without find- 

U % ing 
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3t tit lag the refemblance to hoia*fo# $tf& 

• AriihJft the buftfe of the worio*, *to«Hi 

the open contentions, and feere't emlriliftesy 

which prevail in every fbcietyi mlHfiefi 

and gentlenefi alone, ate n^'MeTetatfe 

cart/ us, with honour, thtOUgh^Kitl'dute 

of our different ftatiotts; as heads o#-Fa*»!i 

lies, citizens, fubje&s, maglftra&S,* or^'as 1 

engaged in the purfuits'of buFreveraFatrS 

lings. Difturbances and Mafeart^Wftlcflf 

demand vigorous exertion^ otfall^he^ho^ 

powers j of patience, vigilante; afncFfeB? 

denial; of conftancy and fortitude, 'fo^j^ 

port us under danger and* reproach K f or* 

temperance, to reftrain us from Being 6a¥* 

ried away by pleafure; of fitrii anddc^erS 

mined principle, to make us de;fi#ie ! T$l£ 

bribes of fin. Thefe manly difpofition^^ 

mind areindifpenfably necelfary to pfe^atSr 

one, for furmounting the <5iftoutag^mffiftsj" 

of virtue; and for ftriigglihg hfotiBuraMjT 

'through the hardfhips, of life. Unjefs he 

be' thus armed and fortified, whatever gbo<i, 

intentions have been in his "heart,' tne'vlare 

likely 
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UWy tp be &#ftrate4 in ft^oa. ??<*%£ &C&J* 
that is great, can be undertaken. Nothing *** 
thafcisjdiftcnitor hazardous, can beaesom- ^^ 
pUiketf, $*er ane we tp imag jne* tbat>it)i& . 
vp^4^4mp» of perfeeqtipn, : pr war, or.c* 
yjtf commotions, that these is occafionfor 
t^ofeftronger efforts, thofe mafculine v'uh 
VW&ti the iopl, to be difplayecl The prk 
vate, , as4 f fcfi wmgty quiet, ftations of Ufej 
^ewijfall pajp forth* in the days. of peace* 
^fevere trials of iwinnefe and oonftancy. 
*^heji^ of jyiery.few proceeds in fa uniform 
a/, train, as not. to oblige them to difcover, 
in fbfne fit»ation or other, what portion 
tfoeyjpp^fcft of the efthmable qualities qfc 
jgaan. H&PGQ i* fometimes happens, that 
perfqns, whofe manners were much le£ 
promising and engaging than thofe of 
ojjiejss, jba^s, neverthelefs, when brought 
,to.a$ a part in critical cirquraftanoes, per- 
formed that part with more unfidlkd ho* 
jjpqr, ap4. famer integrity, than: they, 

% Pers o n s of tfce character I have de-. 
fcribed are 111 fitted, npt only for (JifcJjarg- 
irig t^e Jugher duties pf life, bnt alio for 

refitting 
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^94 On Charaflers of Imperfeft Godd*ttfs. 

r S j& M. rfefiftirig the common tempfealfioiis to 'y&k. 
.. J9y. With good difpbfitions in ttidif mi A<f , : witii 
K ^ >n<J a define,' like the young 'ruler itt the ik%t> 
tolriow'what they ftialldo, in ot&er lo L in- 
herii eternal life; yet, when the' tefms re* 
quired of them ' interfere' with any : fatfou- 
lite enjoyment, like him, they are l flh¥wo- 
ful; and' go anvay. The particular iiSifcto 
which he Was put, may appear to W* Bird 
one, and to exceed the drdin&y rwtf ] i>f 
virtue. Ou r Lord, Who difcerr^tes^ekft, 
faw it to be neceflary, ih his '^fe^fer 
bringing his Character to the tfeft. ' ^flt-'in 
cafes, where trials of much lefSSlfflee&y 
prefent themfelves, they whb ^rtaKe^f a 
charadter fimilar to his, aife often fotf&J'to 
give way. The good Qualities v^hich tfiey 
4 poflefs,' border on certain weaknd!es#F the 
mind; and thefe weakiieffes are atpt to-be- 
tray them infenfibly into vices, with wWkh 
they are connected. ; 

Good nature, Fdr hiftance; is in dall- 

* ger of running into that unlimited com- 

plaifahce, which affimilktes men to the 

lodfe manners of thdfe whom they find. 

around them. Pliant, and yielding * iii 

their 
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, On CMmftm Qfjmptrff& Gfatfyft* ;%%& 

tbeir r te»ipe^ jthey have./ not force to {^d serm, 
by, the depifions of their own ( minds, jyjthf ??* 
regard tq right and wrong. Like, th^anU 
anal .which. is faid to affunje the coJo^r 
of every otfle<S to which it is applied v thi|y 

. lofeall proper shara&er of their own.; ; and 
^e&rraed by the chara&ers of thofe with 
ivfepm they chance to affociate.— -The mild 

. Wfr $pjt itq link into habits of indolence, and 

* (loth* . 3^.*£parf ul a ^ S^ w *>? n war *P- . ' 
f 4 .by pjcafwre^itfid, niirtfr, lqfe that fobri^y 
.«nd;l#lf-denial f which ^ eflential to the 
fupport o£ virtu£—-^Even modefty gnd 
fo^iflipn, qualities fy valuably iji them- 
i&v^ and ,(q highly ornamental to youth, 

t foflaetirnes;degenerate intq a vicjious timi- 
dity i a timidity \Ajhicb retrains rpen from 
doing tiju?ird^^ which ca;i 7 . • 

x^ot ftj^nd the frovTO of the great, there-? 
prQach.of the.mpltitucie, or ev? n the pdi, j 
eule and fneer pf the ieprner, 
,\ Nothing c^n b.e more amiable than ^ 
^nftantdefiretQpleafe; ?&d an unwilling- 
.jiefe to offend or htu;t Yet in ch^iSters 
^l^ere .thesis a predominant feature, de 7 
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SC&ACftSfe; ate often found. Fond atoayi <to 
JDPK , o&Hge, and afraid to Mttcx any difegrteabie 
tttith, fbch perftmfe are fometimes led to 
diftfcriible; Their love of truth is iacrifked 
tb their We of pleafing. Ttairfpecofy and 
their manners, affurne a ftedied caurtcfyi 
Ydti caftot always depend on their fraifej 
ri6r, H^en they promife, be fure of the ffefc 
fortnanee. They i&eah^ and intend • mil) 
B6I the good intention is temporary .1: ititek 
tira% they yield eafily to every irapceflidB^ 
and tf*e j tranfient friendship e<m*m£te&tkitH 
6ncf p€rfon,fe effaced by the nei*. lindiff 
tingaiihmg defire to oblige-, often powqs^ii* 
the prefent ftate of human thirigs^sttkm^ 
gerous habit. They who cannot, on many 
occafions, give a fern and ftefcdy deriialvlor 
who, cannot break off a connection, which 
has been haftily and improperly fbrrafid^ 
ftand oh the brink oi mkny nrifchfefev 
They will be feduced by the corrupting* 
enfiiared by the artful, betrayed by thttfo 
in whom they had placed their trait i tfti* 
firfpkiow thernfelve^ they w*e- flattened 
with the belief of having, mariyj >£tieads 

around 
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rouad tkfenu .Elated, with &Xgum^h$f^ 3£*3& 
afcdcfasarful fpirits, they ;rs£k«>qt4s #*&VM ^ Hre - 
ntorrow&mM beoes -tkis d&yl nftfd mWV r df&f* 
dant* rlnjucftcijaas liberality, ;an<i J&ftflg&tfr 
left ^ro&dSoni ire the £a»%i#mje ; iMjtjJ* 
jhktbe ^fed^tiitt flraitste ^L«h:tfce# .$*# f#» 
d&ced, bnag theiaiatp;m«to <* d*fl^ft*a>. 
ahif cotmfefi. -Throoagh ionoccwt, b»t u« T 
^uirdedriwcakaefe, and fr<wn wa#t af th^ 
fevdrer virtu«^ they are, in procefs of tii^^ 
^etrajwi inter dowiudght crimes. Su(jhi?\ay 
te;the tio^uftoa of tho3fe, who r like the 
ytotiBg* ruler tefore .«fc* with many arofa&lft 
jnid^rainpfing difgofitiws, had begun, thek 
career, in Jife. /: 

: IJL StlCK perfbns' are not prepared Jot 
ftfteaaiug, ^th propriety and dignity, the 
(fiftrelfes to which our Aate is liable. They 
wtae equipped for the feafon of funfhine 
and fewmky ; but when the flty is overcaft, 
aad the days of darknefs come, their feeble 
minds are destitute of flicker, and ill pro- 
vided for defence. Tjhen is the time, when 
more hardy qualities are required; whea 
. w ' courage 
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SERM. courage rnuft face danger, conftattey fup- 
^J^J port pain, patience poffefsitfelf in the.raidft 
of discouragements, magnanimity difplay 
rts contetnpt of threatenings, Iftboferhigh 
virtues be altogether ftraogersto the, raind, 
ifchefmild and gentle will certainly iwk f un- 
der the torrent of ,diiafters,~*— Tbe ruler 
in the text could plead, that his behaviour 
to others, in the courie of focialjife,, had 
been unexceptionable. So far, the reflec- 
tion on his condu6t would afford him com- 
fort arnidft adverfity. But no man is with- 
out failings. In the dejedting, feafon of 
trouble, it will occur to every one,, that he 
has been guilty of frequent trapgreffiop; 
that much of what ought to have been 
' done, was negle&ed; and that much of 
what has been done, had better have been 
omitted. In fuch Situations*, when a thqu- 
fand appreheniions arife to alarm confei?nce, 
nothing is able to quiet its, uneafineft, ex- 
cept a well-grounded truft in the mer;cy 
and acceptance of Heaven; It is fixraf reli- 
gious principle, acting upon a manly, and 
enlightened mind, that giyes : dignity tothe 

chara6ler a 
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£hara<fter and cidtt|x>fute -to the htttft/tth-^ K # M. 
der allthe troubles of the #lorlA: This 
Enables the bralfe and viittidus mari, With 
feccfefe to buffet the'ftofiA: While he, who 
had ? otice fparfcled in fociety with all the 
charms of gay vivacity, arid' had been the 
'delight of every drtle in whkb he waa 
engaged* remains difpifited, overwhelmed, 
'-'&id £rinihilated, in the evil day. "' : :. 

■" { St/fcH ate the failings incident to perfbfts 
ofniiiedand imperfedt goodneft: fuch 
the defefts of a chara6ter formed merely of 
the amiable, without the eftimable quali- 
ties of man. 

It appears from this; that \ye muft not 
place ^oo much truft in the fair appear- 
ances, which a charafter may at firft exhi- 
bit. In judging of others, let us always 
think the beft, and employ the fpirit of 
charity arid candour. But in judging of 
butfelves, we ought to be more fevere. Let 
us remember him whom our Lord beheld, 
khd loved/ and who yet fell fhdrt of the 
itihgdbm of heaven* Let us not forget, 
4i ^"* ; that 
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SSR^t^t^wthiflg mpjee than .gWtistf&Jflt 

*fl?~ mpdefty, .than complacency of teropec.a^ 

^ > ' affability of manners, is rejjuiute tp .forjn^ 

worthy tipan» .or. a true Chriftian, $q a 

high pl^elnpur efleem* *^S»?ftJWffl6 
juiliy intitled. Jhey.enter. effefttiaHy iitfflt 
every good man's charade*. They f9#$, 
ibmeof.iis rooft favourable diftmeftons... 
But they constitute a part of Hi £<&«&$, 
whole. Let us not, therefore,, reft on, t|[p$)L 
entirely? when we conceive a»ide^o|lwJ^| t 
manner of perfons we ought to be- ... ?ao:1 

Let: piety form the hafis of firm an^,; 
eftablifhed virtue. If this be wantjngj. J ^f 
character cannot be iound and entire. Mp~.- 

ral virtue will always be endangered, ofjteA > 
be overthrown, when it is fepargte<J from 
its fureft, fupport. Confidence \n .0o^> 
ftrengthened by faith injbfc great Rgcjeeip- 
er of mankind, not only arnidft tJ^eievfc x 
rer trials of virtue, giyds cQijftancy to. the 
mind j butp by nourishing the^hopepf iin/ 
mortality, adds warmth and . elevMipn to . 
the afie&ions. They wb.ofe CQ#clu<ft is not 

animated 
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animated by religibus principle; atfe'd^-sMftf 
Vetf ©Fthe tbdft ptwerfullhc^ive ftf wot- JJJb' 
Ay^ and honourable deeds. ' ' - - 
'■ f - let foch difctylirie, next, be^ftudie^ 'as- 
, m&y'form tt$ to the a&lve aridtaaniy vir^ 
rues; v To riatural good affections; wVcaii 
nev^er 1 entirely truft bur conduct:' '^eieV . 
a^'ftas been fhow*^ ntey fometiri&s be 
w^ra'petf'mtb whas is wrong; andt)fi!en WHf 
$&& Efficient, for carrying us rightly* 
thrMgfratt the duties of life. Good afiebi 
tioris are highly valuable ; but they iriuft 
be fuppotted by fixed principles, cultivated 
j^°dife iihderftanding, and footeddn the , 
Heart r Habits ttiuft be acquired of tempe- 
rance and fel£deniali that we may be able 
to reE^' pleaiure, and endure pain, when 
either of them interfere With our duty} 
that we may be prepared to make a facri- 
fice of any worldly intereft, when the voice 
6ft5od dttd confcience demand it. Let us v 
always remember, that without fortitude 
*of mind, there is no manhood.; there can 
be ho perseverance in virtue. Let a facred 
aftd inviolable regard for ttutfa reign in 
- ' our 
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S E R M. ocrr 'vtfhole behaviour. Het us he-/ diftwi^ 
^* v ' gmlhed for fidelity to evefy pronrfferwef* 
have made; and for comftancy &i; . evercpo 
worthy friendfbip we haire' forrtted. aSfietn 
no weak compiaifenCe, ndnradae tcgftrd:^ 
the opinions, of men, e^e^-riiake u&*betray 
the rights of conference. *What we>h£raii 
once upon due confidcratiftn, adopt6db<a6> 
rules ofcondjcuft, to theft let? us, adhere un*; 
fhaken* However the ivobM Hwtyi chavig&i 
around; lis, let it find.us.;th«;faitoe hbiprDHl 
fperity and adverfity; faithful ix^GfiidabA! 
virtue ; faithful to the convictions of our 
own heart* • What, our .lot in ih&. tooiid 
majrbe, is not ours to forefte or dgteraiiira; 
But it is ours to refblve, that whatever^ 
fhall be, it fhall find: us perfe wring in *©«£. 
line of uprightnefs and: honour: ^ i/ v,rx 
■. v- - • /.*•...■* ... ujy 

BY fuch difcipline, fuch attentiocisias;; 
thefe, we are to guard againft thofe fail* 
ings, which are fometimeS found t ta Jfcaia 
the moflt: engaging cbarafiters. Joining in 
proper union the amiable and-the eftimable* 
qualities, by the one we fhall attraft the 

good; 
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On Chardftiri of Imjjerjeft Gtiddtitfi. 30& . 

good ; and by the other, ccmmand refpdSt £ £ ^j[ 9 i 
from the' bad. We fhall both fecure our i XlV. 
otan integrity, and fhall exhibit to others a; ^""7"*' 
proper view of whit virtue i$> in; its native 
grace and majefty* In one part of our 
chara&er, we fhall refemhle the flower that 
fmiles ^in fpring ; in another, the firmly- 
rooted tree, that braves the winter florm* 
Ray remember we mud, that there is a 
feoiim of winter, as well as of fpring aaad 
fnaimer, in human life; and it Concerns 
usito be- equally prepared for both, 

: A higher and more perfect example of 
fuch a character as. I now recommend, 
cannot be found, than what is prefentedto 
us in the life of Jefhs Chrift. In him we 
behold all that is gentle, united with all 
that is refpe6table. It is a remarkable ex- 
preflion^ which the apoftle Paul employs 
concerning him ; / be/tech you by the meek^ 
nefi and >gentknefs <f£/iri/i *. Well might 
thefe qualities be fingled out, as thofe for 
which' he was known and diftingnifhed. 

* 2 Cor. x. i. 

We 
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S E R M- We fee him in his whole behaviour afiahle, 
. *^ f courteous^ and etfy uf accefi. Me con- 
verfed familiarly with all who presented 
them fe Ives ; -and defpifed not the meaueft. 
With ail the infirmities of hk difcipla he 
calmly bore; and his rebukes were mild> 
when their provocations were gj*aW JHp 
wept over the calamities i of his country, 
which perfecuted him ^ and apologized aod 
prayed for thezn^wba .pat him to death. 
Yet the fame Jefus we behold, awful in the 
ftri&nefs of his virtue; inflexible in. the 
caufe of truth ; uncomplying with prevail* 
ing manners, when he - found * thena icm- 
zupt ; letting his face boldly aganaftr the 
Hypocritical leaders,.: of the people; «wv 
awed by none of their threateairtgsj in 
the moft indignanf terms^ t eptoving their 
vices, and ftigmatizing their cha.rad$ejfc. 
We behold him gentle, without being tame ; 
firm, without being item; courageous 
without being. violent Let this mind be in 
us which was alfo inhfus Chrifl ; and we 
fhall attain to honour, both with God and 
withjrian. — { * ' 
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S E R M O N XV, ; 

t 

'" - . r 

On the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup# 
per, as a Preparation for Death. , 

Preached at the Celebration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 



Matthew, xxvi. 39, 

Btri I fay unto ydUy 1 *»8t not drink hence- 
. jorthtf this fruif cf the vine, until that day 
vthen I drink it new yoith you in my Fa- 
ther's kingdom. 

YV ITH thefe words of our blefled Lorf,SERWL 
the Evangelift concludes his account ™'. t , 
of the inftitution of the iacrament of the 
Supper. It is an inftitution which, folemn 
and venerable in itfelfj is rendered ftill more 
fa, by the circumlUnces which a«jonJj?anied 
Ypx-IIL X it. 
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SEKM.it Our Lord had flow, for about three 
* Y * , y ean S continued td appear in his puMic 
chara&er, in the land of Judea. He had, 
2$\ aiopg, beqn watched with ajeaIo*i*^ye, 
by hi& eijesoies ; a»4 the time was come, 
when they were to prevail againft'hirtr. A 
'few friends }je..ha4, from the bfgmiii^ 
felefted, who, h* every vkiffitude of his 
ftate, remained faithfully attached to Miik 
With thefe fr*e«ds h^was now meeting Ibr 
the laft time, on the very evening in which 
he was betfflyectanjd leized r He perfectly 
knew all that was to l)efal him. He knew 
that tliis' wnsi-the laft itaeal £rt Whit*h lie Was 
to jmn With tfajfe, who had TbeeA the c$p- 
pailiqaa of all hia labours,' the Cohfedentsr of 
all his griefs; among whomhefftad paHed 
all the quiet and private moments of his life. 
He knew, that within a few hou^s, he, Was 
tt) be torn from this loved Society, by a 

*-- -. band of ruffians ; and by tomorrow, was 
to be publicly arraignea/as a malefactor. 
With a heart melting with tenderness, he 
faid to the twelve- ApbPcles, as he fat dowa 
With tlierii at table, With dejire I have defired 

to 
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totti ibis pajfaer mpihyqu befort 1 ^/^r*,SERM* 
And : theft* living gjrati^d ;himfelf for the \ ** • 
ljtftjtiffie in their fociety, ai)d haying in$i— 
Jut^d that commemoration of his de^th 
tfrjiif h was to continue in the Chrjftiai* 
church ^ojdl the end of ages, he took a, fb* 
!$*#& ^<i aflfe&iouate ferewel of his friends, 
.in t£te words of the text I Jay unto you^ 
Jkctf I mil not drink henceforth r of this fruit 
i$fite V^y until that day when I -faint H 
tiftwwith yw in my Father's kingdom* 
.hi..A§ thefe Wjords were uttered by pur 
, Lord j in the profpe6t of his fuflferings; 
whep preparing himfelf for death, and , 
J#okin£ forward, to a future meeting with 
jhia, friends in. heaven; let us, under this 
view, conli^er the facrament, which he 
then inftituted, as a preparation for all the 
ijjgeringsof life, and efpecially, a prepa*. 
jation for death. It is fit and proper, that 
iuch folemn profpe&s fhould enter into the 
ftrvke which we are this day to perform. 
We have no reafon to imagine,, that they 

• Luke, xxii. is* 

' '"' Xa " " " vnll 
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39&L On the&temntorikqfik* I^fcts^S^per^ 

SJKRTH-a^iU reftdeV it -» f^oomy feroipe; :ft gdritk; 

^^^awft-'lfrtft roafoia often 'di%tfed to look fori? 
war*to!thetetmvna*ionofl&, Thei«ra* 
ber :qf 6ur-day« is determined by <£od $ Arab 
ceftaiilly it mil not tend to ft*o stdn tjiifox 
numbed that vte employ oorfclveS'in : ^req 
faring for death. ; Onite'Xioati^j wltfc' 
our days laft, it- will tend to make us |>a& 
them more comfortably, and more wifely^ 
Let tis how then, as if for the laft tiraecwte 
wetfe to partake of thife facrament, ^MMe^ 
how it may ferve to pr^>are.us;&* the.^dj^ 
ifighour. -V . \ • ...v.ivw s& v »*u 






V It is a; high exerdfe ©fallti*dfe*dif^ 
fitions and affe6tions, inwhidi a good mait 
woiild wiih to die. He would furely w&ftt 
to leave this world, in the fpirit of dewt^ 
tlon towards God, and of fellowship ixdr 
charity with all his hrethern oa earths 
Now, thefe are the very^fentimeats^whiidEhi 
the facrament of the Lord^s Supper. ifti 
fpires into the heart of every, pious ocom*: 
municant. It includes the higheft aftaiof 
4eyotion of which human nature is ca- 
pable 
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fable; *It imports, a.ihrd^fenfedF theih%SK»M.? 
finite mercifesof Heaven- ; of tiargwttituiiie , xv ^ 
we owe to that God, vfimi by the death e£ 
hk Son, hath reftored the forfeited .happi* 
nfifi; and hopes of the human 1 race. It ira- > 
poets, the Gorifecratiop of the icml to God y 
the .entire refignatLon of ourifelves* ftiad atll 5 
pair concerns, into his hands j as to the God 
whonvweiefve and love; the>g\»rdiajjr in 
whom vv^e <oftfide. Tq thee> Jjor&, do I Uff : 
up my foul, I will go the altar of God, to Gcd 
my<ex£ttdingjoy f I will com into thyhoufe 
in the multitude of thy mercy y and in thy feat 
I will worfhip towards thy holy temple. * t 

Thefe devout ftffe6tiQn$ towards God are, 
on this occafion, necefTarily accompanied 
with benevolent difpoiitions towards men* 
Our communion is not only with God, but 
with one; another. In this folerp^ fervice^ 
the diftinfthmtof ranks is abolifhed. We 
aflemble in common before our great 
Jjord, profeffing ourfelves to be all mem- 
bers of his family, and children of the 
fameEather. No feud, nor ftrife^ noren^ 



* Pfalm xliii. 4 5 V. 7t 
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3 10 On the Sacrament of iJit Lord's Supper, 

SERAI, mity, is permitted to approach *the fatred 
^XV* -table. ,AU within that hallowed ipace 
v-i * v-w breathes peace, an^l concord, and love. If 
thou bring thy gift < to the altar I and there fe< 
membereft thai thy brother hath eughiagamft 
thee; leave there thy gift before the a1iar y and 
go thy way : fir/1 be reconciled to thy brother'; 
and then come and offer thy gift*. What dan 
be more becoming men arid Chriftikii^* 
than fuph fentiments of piety 4o the gre$ 
Father of the univerfe ; gratitude to * th£ 
merciful Redeemer of mankind j an& chat! 
rity and forgivenefs towards alt bur bfe- 
thjeo ? Is not this the temper in which 1 a 
good man would wijh to live? more espe- 
cially, is not this the frame of mind whicfr 
will give both dignity and peace to hislafj: 
moments? How difcompoied arid embit- 
tered vyill thefe important moments prbve, 
if with a mind foured by the remembrance 
of unforgiven injuries, witb a breaflf rankled 
by enmity, with a heart alienated ^from 
God, and infenfible to devotion, one 1 be 
forced away from life )' 

* Matthew, v. 23, 24. 

Con- 
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* (^template the maiuiei? in whrchwigfait 
blefled ^f>rd died ; which the fervice of this SV. 
^ay brings particularly: intp your view. 
You behold hin»,.anjidft.the extremity:^? 
jfiifl/pfligj'a^d collefted within hinifeMV 
j^ifeffi^ig ^ fpirit t with, all the ferenity 
whiefe ^^Umec^^o1jio%ran4 Raited benc^ 
VQljeoce.ipfpir^. Y9U hear him, firft, la* 
^ntifcg tbe : fete of hi$ unhappy country; 
oe?& wb^a.he was fattened to the crofy 
gwd4re0i9g \yprds of confolation to his a£ 
fli&ed pare*** ; and laftly; lending up pray* 
ers, mixe$ with companionate apologies, 
for thofe who were (bidding his blood t 
Aft^r all th<ffe exercifes of charity, you be* 
hold him in an a£ of devout adoration an4 
truft,.refigning his breathy Father^ into, thy 
hands IcewwwimyJpir&^-^C&ri any death 
be pronounced unhappy, how diftreisful 
foever its oircwxvftaoees jnay be, which is 
thus fupported, aftd dignified ? What could 
yie wife for jnore in otjr laft nofc>ra«nts, thai* 
with thi§ .pei^fiftfl &awe of mind, thisoilm 
$f »1J the »i&6Ut>ns, this Saltation of heart 

tQWfMrii 
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SEjUttowwxk God; thisrikffufiea of beiifevalerigfc . 
jr- , towards men, to bid adieu to the- war4d(?^: . 
rlf, iptfucha fpirit as this, we-woul«ka&' 
vtijh .to die,- let us think,: that row ^iltec^ 
time to. prepare ibr it, by f^£of^9^i^x: : 
ti voting this fpirit while v*e li*e$:<XtyA$8*- 
bibiug^in particular, from the ho4y #£Ear 
mept, r ;thofe difpofitiens and >affeSt*p^a - 
which we , would wifh to pofie(s * it ,qw? ; 
lateft period. It is altogether vain to i#a- -: 
giae> that when the hour of &atb afk T 
proaches, we (hall be able to fbf {#, ,qj|£rft 
felves into the frame of mind xtfhich is then 
moft proper and decent Amidfrthe ftrilg- 
gles of nature, and under ihe ibadiof fiote« ; 
jiefi or pain, it is not time for tmatcqftom* , 
ed exertions to be made, or for rfcwirefinv 
mations to be begun. Sufficient and mote » 
than fufficient, far thai day « tk* evUikert* 
of It will be too late to afiurae thep the 
hero, or the faint, if we have been totally . 
unacquainted with the character before, : 
The fentiments we would difpj^y, a#d tbg : 
language we would utter, vill be alien* ami 
ftrange to us* They will be forced, aad for 

reign 
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j^glitd *he heart, ft 'is t&iiy in 'bX&ii&fil* 
quenfet'df'liatnts ^qiirred^irf <fb¥mer :i M' f ?$>. 
betfe^'days, that ;f a temper of $iWy aitd'"^"*' 
cfeaKty caWgrbw uj> wAbTuc^ftr^ii^tVas"' 
to'ef&rfer peace' 1 and magnanimity' bltf the 
cotfduding^ hodW of ■Hfe^'-'PecuHaAy fa- 
vourable' "to the actfjuifitiori of fuch a tem- 
pery are the devfotions of this day. In -this : 
view, let* fas fJerfdrm them; and ftudy^o 
bc^t the table of the Lord^ what we would! 
wifli to be when the fummons of' death 
fhattcome.' • ' *-- : :: '" 



*: it 



•' -I 



1L This iacrament becomes a prepara- 
tion for death, by layihg a foundation- for 
peftte whh God. "What is important at the 
cloie of "life, is ftbt '<mty the temper in 
wfoteiv we teethe- world, biitthefituatidri 
in which' we Ifcand' With refpeft to that 
gfeit Judge," be&re' whom we are abbot tb 
appearV ^thuVvlew of bur fituation is apt ' 
toefcape us, during the brdihary courfe of ' 
life*- ^Occupied with the an%h*s attdcon* 
c«frn8<5f this world; flattered bythofeillu. '' 
fitV cb&ufcs bf- ihnbcence and virtue^ 3ri ' 

'. ",' ■' which 
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314. On the Sacwmtpt afth&LonPs Sttfptr, 



SWIM, which felf fyve dreffes^p #u$ ;chara^^r t 
* • apprehenfions.of guilt create little uxteafi- 



^^ appreh^ftons. of guilt cre^f littie Wffl$* 

~ • ne6 to th? multitude ofjuex*- $&% o^tfafr. 
approach of death, tteftr ideas.chfng^r^s, 
theinquiiitioftof the^ fupreme J^ge d^ws 
»}gh> r^exnbered tranf greffi$n& cif^d$p* 
on %h$ aund V; tjuilt become? ftroi^iy f e#* 
lifed^p the imagination; and>&l a Ffl$f P$* 
fore uoino^n,. tegi^ to ? ^ife r ., Hpj$$.ifea£^ 
aiudet/o Jin the proipeft; t o£ a .fqfaflfe in**v 
fible ytrorld* which is fo often fe^tpfttemj: 
the bed of death. Hence thofe yftrioqswg* 
thods, which fuperftition has devifed for 
quieting th^, anxiety; tfce trem$i»g mind 
eagerly grafping every .^ebl^^pWk,^ 
vyhich it .can lay hold; aiid;fljjng for pro* 
tedtion tQttheTOoftu^^^iHr^.aid* ,ybe 
ftooieft jfpjbits : have beep, then if aowjj to 
bend; thf pro^^;hea^to : be l^qn^bled, 
'yhey. who are now rao&tip^ghtle^ afrwjt 
their fpiritual concerns*, mjiy^pwhs^^ 
in thifilatebefqre they die. s ^ « v ,. ..;,. . 
,Thediipenfa^on <?f g*^e t .^qy*^ >*t 
the gpipeVaffp^ the only ££)^ft«gai^ 
~ thofe tercpr*, by th^^^f^^f^ajdc^i, ,€«* 
. fJ tended 



Digitized by 



Google 



teftded to *he penitent, ^p&u^'-^v^ff^^^jfi 
df w# Lord J^fus thrift. r-It&ihe'v&p'J^ 
ctffettfe df this facranWfcfcr to eitJiiteit ifcifc^"" 
pr&mifed gracetb mankind > -^ hody^ohlik 
was broken for you ; my 'Utod'flHifor* m&Mjfj 
for the iemiffi&i vf fins. : Hete, fliines *fi?om 
above, the ray of hope. Tfivtne* 5uftlce, : we 
ate affttffed; *s dot inexoraMe. »* Bivihe trier- 
<Syi$ acti*ffihle/to all who feelieve and ?e* 
perft. Thfc partifcipation , of this facrai&eiit, 
therefore, tiattiralfy imparts comfort to the* 
Wc^hy' i^rriuriicant; as it fuppoles^ cfif 
hkpitt, atoVdial compliance with thofe 
terras; oirwhicfr pardon is offered bythfc' 
gdlpel to mankind. 

I mean not to fa?, that the participation* 
of this faciramerit, how pfc>us and proper 
ibever owe difpofitiohs at the time maybe, 
is, <Jf itfelf, fuflScieiit to enfiire us of com* 
fort at death. It were unwarrantable ttf 
flatter Chriftiaiis, with hopes to this extent 
No fingle a& of the m<i£l fervent devotion 
can afford aflkred hopfes 6f peace with Hea- 
ven, until thefe hopes hfe confirmed by the 
Jbecieediflg tenor of a good life. But wliat 
* ' may 
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;$tf* On the Satramtnt of tie Lord's Supper, 

St : $ A ****? fi&fe ** *ffeite4 Jvtlpit cgftporittb-/ 
xVi ifcg> in * si proper maimer, ^makcte wa? for. 
"" fueft hopes; It i? an intar^du^ioia ; te;tirat 
ftjtt4 of teconciliaiioa with God, whkdv;wiiL 
give you peace . m death. It ds ttye Ijegm- 
ning of a good co^rfe, which, if duly pur- 
feedy twill make your latter end hteffed; i ; It 
ia/the entrance, of the path (fttejqfttyijm 
mortiiagof -that.//^/, which Jhim^nmm 
and ntore unto the perfect day, lor thi&ha^ 
faiqr anient is a profeljed reauqaiatk>neofithe; 
Vwes and .corruptions of the> worldJ i vfflhi*. 
a'profefled d^relidtion of former tfrildtatt 
t&i; a fblenin return, cm our pa^to^Efo^. 
arid virtue, under the firm truft* that God- 
win* through Jefas Chrift, fhow; mewiyi .to. 
the frailties of the penitent. If you, con tin 
sue to fuppbrt the character ^v^tic^yow 
this day affurne, theinviiible world will not 
longer prefent to you a fcene of ternns;x 
You will be comforted with a view o& 
goodnefs and compafiion, as predominate 
in- the adminiftration of the uni vdrfe. ■ Afv 
ter having finifhed a virtuous, courfey y®a 
mil. be ai>ie to look up to that (Sod whom 

you 
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m nvkam IJuwe /truftek TJmgh:J:W(^i^^ 
through: tb& wdky ijf itm \fhstdonv of deaths >& 
wilifear no emi;'fartlmumt with im, Thpx 
rod and ihyj£&jfijha& ♦ <«. ' : i- 

: Ilk This facrament prepares- us for* :-a> 
happy death, by ftrengthening the eoarieo 
tion -between Chriftians, and Chrift their 
Saviour. -This is a cotrae&ion whkh^iflt* 
various <w«ys, redounds to their benefit!;; 
and will befouiad particularly confolatoiqr: 
at the hour of death. Theawftil majefty: 
of Heaven is in danger of overwhelming 
the mind; in the feeble moments of depart- 
ing life.- The reverence it iufpires is muagi* 
led .with fenfations: of dread, which might 
be; too ftaong for us. their to bear. Whexv. 
we look tip to it, through a Mediator and; 
intercefTor, that Majefty affumes a milder- 
a£pe&, and appears to incite our approach.; 
Whatever, therefore, . foims a connexion 
with this i great Mediatory this powerful, 
friend andpatron;of the.kuman race, xnttftr 
be, moft defimtfe to every one, lefpeeialjy t*> - 

to 
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31$ On the Satramtot qf.ths Lsrtfs Supper 9 

•Mint** tying tasax. Haw, th» rfofffoz&t 
tt. uBkra us clofcly wMi htm. It frtfotagfoef 
xmr allegiance, litis the a& «f e&li&uig 
•ourfehres under tl« b«mner,0f;:tiii*itlivtpe 
Leader. Gf courfe k ifaengtfteiis-otiriakth 
in him, as our guide through life, and our 
guardian and pnote&or in: destJw It gives 
us* a title to look up to hina*; under Ae 
cxmfidefice of that reciprocal eugagaoorent, 
.which fidelity on the one harid is i always 
underflood to imply, of protection dh j&e 
otter* /- j. in 

His participation of our najtune cooreys 
stdegree of enaKrcagem£nt,whichwe <touH 
derive from no being altogether teleftzal, 
Jwaw gracious or fenign foever. In our ut* 
inoft extremity, we can haws, recriurfe -Jto 
.his fy mpathiamg aid, who had experience 
both of the diftreffes- of Bfey and of the 
terrors of death. We behold* in the text, 
with what firm tranquillity Ire; ltx>ke& for- 
ward to his approaching fuflferiags. .Sato- 
cere attachment to our great Maffeer, may 
'he expe6ted to infufe into us fame degree 
«f the &me hapgy compaiawuoCiijii^ 

is 
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<w a/^hepdratim for Deaths • 5*9 

is owing tottir fc&ig out of view this peivS£R«L 
fe& model j'fcrotrf following the crowdy^^ 
ahd ! adopting thfe. common fpirit of the 
World* ; that we become mefcn-fJMrited and 
bafe ; fertilfefyi attached to lift) % and afraid 
to die. Did we, according to our engage- 
ments at the Lord's table, keep our eye 
fixed on out divine Leader, and ftudy to 
fblld^' his fteps, a portion of his fpirit 
woulcf defoend upon us at the hour of 
death. It would be as the mantle of Eli- 
jah, falling on a cholen difeiple; and would 
emtble us, as it didElifha of old, to finite* 
and divide the waters.— —We believe our 
Saviour noW to rule in the world of fpirfts* 
The grave, therefore, bars not his follow- 
ers from accefs to him. In the grave, for 
oiir fake, he once lay down, that he might 
difpel the gloom which appears to us .to 
cover th*t formidable matifion. In a fhort 
time he arofe from it, in order to aflure us, 
that the dark and narrow houfe .was not to 
confine hi* 'followers for ever. By his , 
death, he conquered death ; and him that 
had the powe^if-itj and his voice to. us 

is. 
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32o On the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 

SERM.13, Becaufe I live^ ye Jhall live aJfo. Hence, 
^ as long as we preferve that attachment t<> 
him which we this day profefc, we are fur* 
nifhed with a variety of confiderations pro-, 
per for fupporting us in the profpe6t of our 
diffolution. — This leads me to obferye, 

IV. That the facraraent of which we 
are to partake, prepares us for death, by 
confirming and enlivening our hope of im- 
mortality. In this facrament, my friends, 
you aft for both worlds. As inhabitants 
pf the earth, you are on this day to look 
forward, with care, to your future beha«. 
viour in it. For you are not by any means* 
difengagingyourfelves totally from this life, 
and its concerns,- On the contrary, you 
are forming, and even ftrengthening, thofe 
conne&ions, which virtue requires you to 
maintain with your friends, and fellow* 
creatures around you.— At the fame time, 
you are not to conlider yourfelves as citi- 
zens of earth onlyj but alfo as citizens or 
heaven. You are to recognife, on this oc- 
calion, your relation to a higher and better 

country, 
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^ at a preparation fer Death. 321 

country with which you are conne&ed by s E r m. 
HM~ moft vft&tti ties ; and from which you { 
derive tKdGb comforts and hopes, that wilt' 
both purffy yotir life, and render your death 
liappy. - The facrament of the fupper is, 
in this view, an' afcent of the mind above 
terreftrial things. At the Lord's tabic* we 
aflbciate ourfelves, in fome degree, with 
fpirits of a more exalted order. We declare, 
that we are tending towards their fotfety; 
and have fixed our final reft within the veil. 
This view of the' inftitution, fo comfortable 
td the laft period of life, is plainly given us 
in the words of the text. For it is worthy 
of particular observation, that, as foori as 
pur Lord had inftituted this facrament, he 
ftraightway leads the thoughts of his difciplcs 
jo a ftate of future exiftence. Employing 
that metaphorical ftyje, which the occafion 
naturally fuggeffed, hie tells them, that though 
he was not henceforth to drink of the fruit 
of the vine on earth, .yet a day was coming, 
when he was. again to drink it with them 5 
to drink it, in his Father's kingdom. Two 
diftipQ ideas are, in thefe words, presented 
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* 22 On the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper* 

S E R M to us. One is, the abode into which our Sa- 
-XV. v iour was to remove $ his Father's kingdom. 
The other, the fociety which he was there 
tb enjoy ; with ybu> in my Father's kingdom. 
Thefe correfpond to the two views, tinder 
which death is moft formidable to men ; both 
bf which he intended to baiiifh, by the in- 
ftitution of this facrament : firft, that death 
is a tranfition td a new and unknown world ; 
and next, that it is a final feparation frorti 
all the friends whom we have loved on 
earth, 

First, if death terminates out exiftence 
here, the abode to which it tranflates the 
Faithful followers of Chrift, is the kingdom 
6f his Father. The inftitution of this facra- 
ment difpels all the gloomy ideas of annihila- 
tion, of non->exlftence, of total darknefi* 
which out imagination is ready to aflbciate 
With the grave. We are here affured, that, 
to good men, death is not the clofe of being, 
but a change of ftate $ a removal, from a 
diftant and obfeure province of the ufliverfe, 
into the city of God, the chief feat of their 

Father's 
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as a Preparation fir Death 323 

Father's kingdom. They have every rea- sere 
fon to believe, that the obje&s which are t J^ v ' 
to meet them there, how new and unknown 
&ever, (hall all be propitious and friendly. 
For into the kingdom of his Father, their 
Lord has declared, that he is entered as 
theit forerunner. I go to my Father, and your 
Pother ; to my God, and your God. In my 
Father's houfe are many man/ions* I go to 
prepare a place for you. I will come again* 
and receive you to my f elf that where I am> 
there ye may he alfo. What reafonings, what 
lpeculations, can have power to impart fo 
much peace to the dying man, as a pro- 
mife fo dire£t and explicit, coming from him 
who is truth itfelf, and cannot lie ? If it 
were not fo, I would have told you.* The 
profped becomes ftill more chearing and re* 
lieving, when we include, 

The other circumftance mentioned in 
the ttxt ; the fociety to be enjoyed in that 
future ftate of being. With you, I Jhall 

• John* xiv. *; 

Y % drink 
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3^4 On the Sacrament of the Lor is Supper, 

SERM. drink of the fruit of the vine in my Father's 

kJ-yL^j kingdom. In how amiable a light does oar 

Saviour here appear, looking forward to a 

future reunion with thofe beloved friends, 

whom he was now leaving, as to a circum- 

. fiance which fhould increafe both his own 
felicity and theirs, when they met again in 
a happier world ! Thus, in the moft affec- 
tionate manner, chearing their drooping 
and deje&ed fpirits ; and, by a fimilar pro- 
pped, providing for the comfort of his fol- 
lowers in future generations, when they 

; fhould l?e about to leave the world. 

The^xpreffions in the text plainly fuggeft 
a joyful intercourse among friends, who 
had been feparated by death : and therefore 

; feem to give much confirmation, to what 

, ha£ always been a favourite hope of good 
men; that friends fhall know and recog- 
nize each other, and renew their former 
connedions, in a future ftate of exiftence. 
How many pleafing profpe&s, does fuch an 
intimation open to the mind ! How much 
does it tend to compenfate the vanity of life, 
and to mitigate the forrdws of death ! For 

: v it 
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as a Preparation for Death. 325 

it is not to be denied, that one of the moft s E r u. 
bitter circumftances attending death, is the 
final feparation from beloved friends. This 
js apt equally to wring the hearts of the 
dying, and the furviving ; and it is an an- 
jguifh of that fort, which defcends moft 
deeply into the virtuous and worthy breaft 
When 5 furrounded with an afFedtionate fa- 
mily, and weeping friends, a good man i« 
taking his laft adieu of all whom he held 
moft dear on earth ; when, with a feeble 
voice, he is giving them his bleffing, before 
he leaves them for ever ; when, for the 
laft time, he beholds the countenance, he 
touches the hand, he hears the voice, of the 
perfon neareft his heart ; who could bear 
this bitternefs of grief, if no fupport were 
to be miniftered by /eligious hope ? if there 
were no voice to whifper to our fpirits, that 
hereafter we, and thofe whom we love, 
fhall meet again in a more blifsful land ? , 
What higher view can poffibly be gi- 
ven, of the benefit redounding from this 
divine inftitution, than its affording us con- 
solation in fuch fituations of extreme dit 

trefs, 
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326 On the Sacrament of the Loris Supper , 

SERM. trefs, by realifing to our fouls the belief of 
j^l , an immortal ftate, in which all the virtuouf 
and worthy fhall be reunited in the prefenoe 
of their common Lord? 

Thus I have fet before you maiiy^oonfi^ 
derations, arifing from the facrament of 
our Lord's fupper, which render it a pro- 
per preparation, not only fox a gopdJife, 
but for a comfortables and happy death. 
The great improvement, to be macfe oJF thd 
fubjed is, to bring to the altar of God fuch 
difpofhions of heart, as may give ys' ground 
to hope for this bleffed effed. Let us ap- 
proach to the facrament with the fame fe* 
lioufnefs of frame* as if it were the laft 
time we were ever to partake of it $ as if wq 
were now making prcwifion for a journejf 
to the land whence none return $ ^s if w$ 
were never to drink, in this manner, of the 
fruit qf the vine, until that dapwhen we drink 
it, with thofe whom we have toyed, in our^ 

Father's kingdom. God only know? to 

whom this may be truly fpoken ! God 
knows who, of this affembly, (ball neve* 

have 
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have opportunity to approach again to the 6 E r m. 
iacred tabic, and to meet with their brer v ¥ * 
thren, on fuch an occ^fioia, in the courts 
pf the Lord's hoiife !— Whatever pur doom 
is to be, whether we are appointed for life 
or for de#th 3 fuch is the frame pf mind 
which now beft becomes, and will moft 
k»p*ove «s, in partaking pf the hply focr»- 
jneot 

Let me caution you, before I conclude, 
agajnft judging of the propriety of your 
difpofition in this fotemn ad of worfhip, 
folely by the warmth of your affedions, and 
the fervour of your devotion. This ftate of 
heart, how deiirablc fpever it jnay be, can- 
not be at all times poffeffed, It depends, 
in fome meafiire, on natural fpnfibility. Al\ 
are not equally endowed with warm and 
tender feelings. Even they who are fuf- 
peptible of the higheft degrees of pious and 
virtuous fenfibility, cannot, on every occa- 
sion, command that happy temperature of 
jnind. We are not, therefore, to judge un-r 
favourably of ourfelves, if this be not al-. 

ways 



Digitized by 



Google — 



328 On the Sacrament of &c. 

SER M wa y s f h e privilege of our devotions. It is 
j*Y* chiefly a fedate and compofed frame of 
fpirit, that we muft ftudy to cultivate ; 
arifing from grave and fober thoughts ; from 
ferious and penitent recolle&ion of paft er- 
rors; from good purpofes for the future; 
end from a deep fenffe of the approaching 
events of death ?nd immortality. Pene- 
trated with fuch diipofitions, you have 
ground to come to the altar of God with 
humble truft and joy; under the belief, 
that you are approaching, through the great 
Redeemer, to that merciful Creator, to whom 
in the high and holy place of eternity, the de- 
vout afpirations of his fervants on earth, aw 
ever acceptable and pleafing. 
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SERMON XVL 

Op the Us? and Abuse of the W<jrj,d, 



X Corinthians, vii. 31, 
»~They that ufe this worlds as not abufing //.— 

THE world is always reprefented in s ^, M# 
Scripture as the great fcene of trial to 
a Chriftian. It fets before him a variety of 
duties, which are incumbent on hiio to per- 
form ; and, at the fame time, furrounds 
Jiim with many dangers, againft which he 
has to guard. The part which is proper 
for him to a£t, may be comprifed in thefe 
two expreffiva words of the text ; ufing the 
worlds and not abufing it ; the fignificancy 
^nd extent of which, I purpofe now to ex* 
plain. The fubjeft is of the higher im- 
portance 
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33© On the Ufe and Abufe of the World. 

SERM. portance, as in the world we muft live * 
and according as we ufe or abufe it, it will 
prove either opf friend, or oxxv greateft 
foe- 
It is natural to begin with obferving t 
that the Chriftian is here fupppfed to ufe 
the world ; by which wp muft certainly xxx^ 
derftand the Apoftle to mean, maintaining 
intercourfe and connexion wjth the world 5 
living in it, a? one of the members of hu ? 
man fociety $ aflumjng that rank which 
belongs to his ftation. No one can be faid 
to ufe the world who lives not thus;. Hence 
it follows, that fequeftration fponj the world 
is no part of Chriftjan duty ; and \t ap* 
pears ftrange, that even among $hpfe whq 
approve not of iponaftick confinement, fe- 
clufion from the pleafures of : fociety fhould 
have been fometimes confidered, as belong- 
ing to the chara&er of a religious man. 
They have been fuppofed to be the beft 
fervants of God, who, confecrating their 
time to the exercifes of devotion, mingle 
leaft in the ordinary commerce of the 
world 5 and efpecially who sbftain mqft 

rigidly 
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rigidly from all that has the appearance of SER M. 
^mufement. But how pious and fincere XVL 
foever the intentions of fuch perfpns may 
be, they certainly fake not the propereft 
method, either for imprqving themfelyes, or 
for advancing religion ampng others. Fot 
this is not ufing the world, but relinquifh? 
ing it, Inftead of making the light of a 
goo4 example fhine with ufeful fplendouf 
throughput the circle of fociety, they con* 
fine it within a narrow compafs. Accord- 
ing tQ the metaphor employed by our Sa- 
viour, after the candle is Ughted^ they put it 
ynder a buJkeU Inftead of recommending re- 
ligion to the world, they exhibit it under 
the forbidding afped of unnepeffary sufte- 
jity. Inftead pf employing their influence 
to regulate and temper the pleafures pf the 
world, by a moderate participation of thofe 
that are innocent, they deliver up all the 
entertainments of fociety, into the hands of 
the loofe and giddy. 

The various dangers which the world 
prefents to one who is defirous of main- 
taining his piety and integrity, have given 

rife 
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33* OntbeVfe and Abujc of the World, 

S E R M. rife to this fcrupulous caution concerning 
J^XLj l ^ e u ^ e °^ l ^ c wor ^ 5 an d fo far, the prin- 
ciple is commendable. But we muft rcr 
member, that the virtue of a Chriftian is 
to be fhown, in furmounting dangers which 
he is called to encounter. Into the poft of 
danger we were ordered by Providence, 
when we were brought into this world. 
We were placed as fcddiers, on the field of 
battle. It is there that our fidelity to our 
great Commander muft appear, The moft 
fignal virtues which adorn and improve the 
human chara&er, are difplayed in a&ive 
life. There, the ftrength of the mind is 
brought forth, and pnt to the teft. There, 
all the amiable difpofitionsofthe heart find 
their proper exercife ; humanity is culti- 
vated : patience, fortitude-, and felf-denial, 
come forward in all their forms ; and the 
light of good mens works fo fliines before 
others, as to lead them to' glorify their Fk« 
ther which is in heaven. 

It may be affumed, therefore, as a prin-r 
ciple juftified by the text, and by the whole 
ftrain of Scripture, that to life, and in a cer- 
tain 
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tain degree to enjoy, the world, is altoge- serm. 
ther confident with religion. According X¥I * 
to the rank which men poffefs in fociety, 
according to their age, their employment 
and connexions, their intercourfe with the 
world will be more or lefs extended. In 
private life,. they ufe the world with pro- 
priety, who are a&ive and induftriou3 in 
their callings-, juft and upright in their 
* dealings; fober, contented, and chearfulin 
1 their ftation; When the circumftances of 
^ men allow them a wider command of the 
enjoyments of the world, of thofe enjoy- 
ments they may freely partake, within the 
bounds of temperance, moderation, and 
f decency. The higheft fituations of rank 
$ and opulence, ought to be diftinguiflied by 
dignity of chara&er; by extenfive benefi- 



i* 



•* cence, ufefulnefs, and public fpirit; by 
i magnificence, without oftentation; and ge- 
k nerous hofpitality, without profufion. 



f 



We (hall have a clearer view of the pro- 
per ufe of the world, when we contrail it 
with that abufe of the world, which we too 
often obferve. Thofe abufes manifeft them- 
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s E R M. nerous, from whole munificence they re- 
J^^ ceive employment and reward* But when 
they behold thofe men of pleafure diffipa- 
ting, in vice and folly, the fortune which 
their forefathers had honourably earned; 
when they behold them opprcfling all their 
dependents, merely that they may revel in 
luxurious extravagance, then their hearts 
fwell within them ; with murmurs of fal- 
len grief, they eye their own mean habita- 
tion, and needy family ; and become pre- 
pared for robbery, tumult, fedition, and 
every evil work. 

The conduft of fuch abufers of the 
world, is .not only pernicious to the wel- 
fare of fociety, and to the intereft of vir- 
tue; it is equally ruinous to themfelves. 
I fhall not infill on the lofs of reputation, 
the wafte of fortune, the broken health, 
and debilitated frame, which are the well- 
known confequences of a life of intempe- 
rate pleafure. I (hall not recount all the 
better and more fubftantial enjoyments 
which they forfeit Amidft the turbulence 
of riot, and the fumes of intoxication, un- 
known 
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iiiown to them are the rational entertain- serm. 
ments of regular life ; the enjoyment of the v XVI y 
face of nature 5 the pleafures of knowledge, 
and a^ improved mind ; the pleafures of 
private friendfhip, and domeftic fociety ; 
the confcious fatisfa&ion which accompa- 
nies honourable labours* and the juftly ac- 
quired efteem df thdfe whd furround them. 
All thefe they have thrown away ; and iri, 
their room have &bftituted$ what they 
think mote high and vivid pleafures. But 
of what nature are thofe pleafurei} ? Evert 
in laughter the heart is forrowful j atid the 
tftdofthatinfahhheaitifiefs*i 
' At the bottom of the hearts df ail men* 
tlietfe lies a fecret fenfe of propriety* virtue* 
and'hdnoufc This feiife trtay be fo far blunt- 
ed, a^torfofe its influence in guiding men to 
toh*t is right, While yet it retains its power 
bf niakitig them feel that they are a&ing 
wrong. Hence remorfe often gnaws the 
heart, which affe&s to appear lights and gay, 
before the wotld. Among the crowd of 

• frov. xiv. 1 3. 

VdL. lit Z amuferafents, 
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S E R M. amufements, the voluptuary - may endea- 
J^hf vour to ftifle his uneafinefs $ but through 
all his defences it will penetrate. A con- 
fcious lenfe of his own infignificance, when 
he fees others diftinguiftied for acting a 
manly and worthy part ; reflection on the 
time he has wafted, and the contempt he 
has incurred $ the galling remembrance of 
his earlier and better days, when he gave 
the fair promife of accomplifhments, which 
now are blafted, have frequently been found 
to faddeh the feftive hour. The noife of 
merriment may be heard -> but heavinefs 
lies at the heart. While the tabret and the 
viol play, a melancholy voice founds in his 
ears. • The wafted eftate, the negle&ed halls, 
and ruined manfion of his fathers, rife to 
jview. The angty countenances of his 
friends, feem to ftafe him in the face. A 
hand appears to come forth on the wall, 
and to write his doom. 

Retreat then, from your dishonourable 
courfes, ye who by licentioufnefs, extra- 
vagance, and vice, are abufers of the world ! 
you are degrading, you are ruining your- 

(elves. 
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felvcs. You are gfofsly mifemploying the SERM. 
gifts of God • and the giver will riot fail to 
punifli. Awake to the purfuits of men of 
virtue and honour. Break loofe from that 
magic circle, within which yo\* are at pre- 
fent held. Rejed the poilbned cup which 
the ehdharttrefs Pleafiire holds tip to your 
lips* Dfcw afide the veil which (he throws 
over youf eyes. You will then fee other 
obje&s than you now behold. You will 
fee a dark abyfs opening below your feet. 
You will fee virtue and temperance mark- 
ing out the road, which condudJs to true 
felicity. You will be enabled to difcern, that 
the world is enjoyed to advantage, by none 
but fuch aS. follow thofe divine guides; and 
who confidef pleafiire as the feafbning, but 
not : as the bufinefs of life. 

II. The world is abufed, not only by an 
intemperate purfuit of its pleafures, but by 
a fordid attachment to its gains. This re- 
fpe&s a fet of men of very different de- 
fcription from the former ; more decent in 
their carriage, and lefs flagrant in their 
Z 2 vices ; 
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SERM. vices; but corrupted by the w<,rld in no 
J^J^ lefs a degree. For the world is often abufed 
by the men of bufinefs, as much as by the 
men of pleafure. When worldly fuccefs 
becomes. the fole objed of their life ; when 
the accumulation of fortune fo engroffes 
them, as to harden their heart againft eve- 
ry feeling of moral obligation * when it 
renders them infenfible to the calls of af- 
fe&ion, and to the impreffions of piety 
and religion ; they then come under the 
clafs of the covetous, whom, it is faid, the 
Lord abhorreth *. 

The world, with, its advantages, is a 
lawful objed of purfuit to a Chriftian. 
He may feek, by fair induftry, to ren- 
der his -circumftances affluent Without 
reproof, he may aim at diftin&ion and 
confideration in the world. He may be- 
flow a confiderable portion of his time and 
attention, on the fuccefsful management of 
his worldly interefls. All this is within the 
limits of that allowable ufe of the world, to 
which religion gives its fanftion. But to 

* Pfalm x. 3, 

a wife 
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A wife and good man, the world is only a serm 
fecondary object He remembers there is yj^ 1 }'^ 
an eternity beyond it. His care is, not 
merely to amafs and poffefs, but to ufe his 
pofleffions well, as one who is accountable 
to God. He is not a flave, v either to the 
hopes, or the fears of the world. He would 
rather forfeit any prefent . advantage, than, 
obtain it at the expence of violating the dn 
vine law, or uegle&ing his duty. This is 
wfing the world like a good man. This i^ 
living in it, as a fubjed: pf God, and a 
member of the great community of man^ 
kind. To fuch a man, riches are a blek 
fing. He may enjoy then* with magnify 
cence ; but he will ufe them with liberals 
ty. They open a wide field to the exercif? 
of his virtue, and allow it tQ #W? wijtH 
diffufive luftre. 

Very oppofite to this, is the character t>f 
the worldly-minded. To them, the mcrq 
attainment of earthly pofleffions, is an ultw 
inate aim. They cannot be faid to ufe tb^ 
worlds for to poffefs, not to ufe or enjoy, 
j? their objedh They are emphatically faid 

io 
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s ERM in Scripture, to load them/elves with thick 
clay *. Some fort of apology may be framed 
for them who feek to extrad from the 
world, pleafure of one kind or other. But 
for thofe who know no pleafure, farther 
than adding houfe to koufe^ and field to field \ 
and calling them their own, it is hardly 
ppffible to frame any apology Such per- 
fons are idolaters of the worft kind ; for 
they have made the world their God. They 
daily worfhip and bow down before it ; 
and hold nothing to be mean or bafe, which 
can promote the enlargement of their for- 
tune.—— 'He is an abufer of the world, let 
his pofleffion of it be ever fo ample, who 
knows nothing higher than the gains of the 
world. He is an abufer of the world, who 
facrifices probity, virtue, or humanity, to 
its interefts. He is an abufer of the world, 
who cannot occafionally retreat from it, to 
confider what chara&er he bears in the 
fight of God ; and to what iffue his con- 
duct will bring him at laft. In a word, the 

* Habakkyk, ii. 6. 

world 
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world is then properly ufed, when it is ge- s * * ^ 
neroufly and beneficently enjoyed ; neither 
hoarded up by avarice, nor fqiiaijderpd by ; 
sftentation, 

HI. The world is abufed, by thofe who 
employ its advantages to jthe injury or op- 
preffion of their brethren. Under this .clafs 
are included, the worft and moft criminal 
abufers of the world ; who turn againft 
their fellow-creatures, thofe advantages 
with which it has pleafed Heaven Jo diftiij- 
gtiiih them. It is a clafs which compre- 
hends, the fovereign who tyrannifes over his 
people 5 the great mai* who opprefles his 
dependents 5 the mafler wjio is cruel to his 
fervants ; every one, in fine, whp renders 
his fuperiority of any kind, whether of 
wealth or power, unneceflarily grievous tp 
thofe who are his inferiors: Whofe fuper- 
cilioufnefe deje&s the modeft ; whofe info- 
lence tramples on the poor ; whofe rigour 
makes the widow and the orphan weep, 
pprfons of this character, while thus abu* 

fing 
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SERM. fing the .advantages pf the wprjd, may, for 
x^h^ a while, enjoy their triumph. But let then} 
not think, their tripmph 19 always to laft. 
Their turn fhall come, to be humbled as 
Jow as thofe whpm they now opprefs. For 
there is a vigilant eye in the heaven^ atten- 
tive to obferve their procedure. There is 
an impartijal e^r, which liftens tq every juft 
complaint preferred againft them. There 
is an irrefiftible arm ftretched over their 
heads, whofe weight they fliall one day 
feel. The Sovereign pf the univerfe cha- 
ra&erifes himfelf in the faprpd writings, a$ 
peculiarly an adverfary to the infplent and 
haughty. JFbr the Qpprejfion pf the poor* fon 
thefighing of the need% now will lanfe^faith 
the Lord ; I will fet him in fafety from him 
that puffeth at him *. I will come near to yon 
in judgment \ and I will he a Jwift witneff 
againft thofe that opprefs the hireling, in his 
wages, the widow, and the fatherlefs, and 
that turn ajide the Jtr anger from his rights. 
Jfk that opprejfeih the poor % reproacheth his 

♦ Pfidm iii. 5. f Mtlachi, iii 5. 
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Maker * The Lord will plead their caufe \ S E R a& 
and fpoil the foul of thqfe thatfpoiled them t. XVL 

After hearing thefe awful words, is it 
oot ftrange, O mai* at once infatuated and 
cruel ! that yoij cannot ufe the world, with- 
out abufing it, tQ the diftrefs of your bre-? 
threi* ? Even ftipppfing no punifhment to 
be threatened, no arm to be lifted up a? 
gainft you, is there nothing within you, 
that relents at the circumftances of thofe 
below you in ttye world ? Is it not enough 
that they fuffer their own hard fate, with? 
out its being aggravated, by your feverity 
^nd oppreflion? Why imjft the aged, the 
poor, and the friendlefs v tremble at your 
gre^tnefs? Cannot you be happy, unlefe 
you make them eat their fcanty morfel iq. 
bitternef$ of heart ? Ydu happy ! — profane 
not the word— ?- what is fuch happinefs as 
yours, compared with that of him who 
could fay, When the ear heard me, then it 
blejedme $ and when the eyefaw me, it gave 
Vfitnefs to me $ becaufe I delivered the poor 

* Prov. xiv. 31. f Prov. arii. 23. 
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6 E R M that cried, and the fatherlefs, and him that 
had none to help him. I was a father to the 
Poor. The blejfeng of htm that was ready to 
ferifh, came upon me ; and I caufed the widow's 
heart to Jing for joy *. How properly did 
fuch a man ufe the world, and with what 
juft honour did he flourilh in it ! Unto me 
men gave ear $ they kept filence, and waited 
for mycounfel. The princes refrained talking. 
The aged aroft, and flood up. My root was 
fpread out by the waters -> and the dew lay 
upon my branch. — - — 'Not only unknown to 
you are fuch pleafures of virtuous profpe-* 
rity ; but, even previous to prepared pu- 
nishment, be affured, that remorfe is ap^ 
proaching to wring your hearts. Of the 
world, which you now abufe, in a fhort 
time nothing (hall remain, but the horroF 
arifing from remembered crimes. The 
wages you have detained, the wealth you 
have fqueezed from the needy, fhall lie 
heavy on your fouls. The ftately build-r 
iags which your pride has ere&ed, by mean* 

* Job, xxix. 11. — 16» 
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of violence and oppreffion, fhall feem haunt* 3 ERM 
ed by injured ghofts. The fione Jhall cry 
out of the wall - 9 and the beam out of the tim- 
ber Jhall anfwer it * When you lie on the 
bed of death, the poor, whom you have 
oppreffed, fhall appear to you, as gather- 
ed together $ ftretching forth their hands, 
and lifting up their voices againft you, at 
the tribunal of Heaven. I have feen the 
wicked great in power, and ff reading himfelf 
like a green bay-tree. But he pajfed away, 
and was not. I fought him, but he could not be 
found. They are brought down to defolation 
in a moment, and utterly confumed with terJ 
rors. As a dream when one awaketh, fo, O 
Lord, when thou a^akefl, thou /halt defpife 
their image ft 

Thus I have (hewn what it is to ufe, and 
what to abufe the world. When, according 
to our different ftations, we enjoy the ad-* 
vantages of the world with propriety and 
decency ; temperate in our pleafures •, mo 

• Habafc. ii. 1 1. f Pfalra xxsvii. 35. — Ixxiii. 19. 
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S £ R M. derate in our purfuits of intereft j mindful 
of our duty to God, and, at the fame time, 
juft, humane, and generous to our bre- 
thren ; then, and then only, we ufe the 
worlds as becomes meij and Chriftians. 
Within tfoefe limits, we may fafely enjoy, 
all the comforts whiqlji the world afford^, 
and our ftation allows* But if we pafs be- 
yond thefe boundaries, into the regions of 
difbrderly and yicious pjeafure, of dpbafing 
covetoufnpfs, or of opprefliye infqlence, the 
world will then ferve only to corrupt our 
jiiinds, and to accelerate pur ruin. The 
licentious, the avaricious, and. the infolent, 
form the three gfeat claiTes Qf ^bufers of 
the world 

Let not thofe who are in wealthy an4 
pouriftiing circumftances, complain of the 
reftrairits which religious doftrine attempt^ 
to impofe on their enjoyments. For, tQ 
what do thefe . reftraints amount ? To nQ 
more than this, that, by their pleafures, 
they would neither injure themfelves, nor 
injure others. We call not on the young, 
ft) relinquish tjieir gaity j. nor on the rich 
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to forego their opulence * nor on the great, s £ R M. 
to lay afide. their ftate. We only call on 
them y not to convert gaiety into licentiouf- 
nefs ; not to employ opulence in mere ex- 
travagance ; nor to abufe greatnefs for the 
oppreffion of their inferiors : While they 
enjoy the world, not to forget that they are 
the fubje&s of God, and are foon to pafs 
into another ftate. Let the motive by 
which the Apoftle enforces the exhortation 
in the text, prefent itfelf to their thought ; 
Ufe this world as not abujing it ; for the fa- 
Jbion of the world faffeth away. Its pomp 
and its pleafures, its riches, magnificence* 
and glory, are no more than a tranfient 
fhew. Every thing that we here enjoy, 
changes, decays, and comes to an end. x\ll 
floats on the furface of a river, which, with 
fwift current, is running towards a bound- 
lefs ocean. Beyond this prefent fcene of 
things, above thefe fublunary regions, we 
are to look for what is permanent and 
ftable. The world pafles away ; but God, 
and heaven, and virtue, continue unchange- 
ably the fame. We are foon to enter into 

eternal 
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S E R M eternal habitations : and into thefe our 
JL^Lj works fhall follow us. The confequences 
fhall for ever remain of the part which we 
have adted as good, or bad men ; as faith- 
ful fubjedts of God, or as fervants of a vain 
world 
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SERMON XVII. 



On Extremes in Religious and Moral 
Conduct. 



Proverbs, iv. 27. 
Turn not to the right hand, nor to the left. 

J Will behave my f elf wifely, faid the Pfalmift s E R NL 

David, in a perfect way*. Wifdoni. is ^J^ill 
no Iefs neceflary in religious, and moral, 
than in civil condud. Unlefs there be a 
proper degree of light in the underftand- 
ing, it will not be enough, that there are 
good difpofitions in the heart. Without 
regular guidance, they will often err from 
the right fcope. They will be always wa- 

* Pfalm ci. 2. 

vering 
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SERM veririg and unfteady ; nay, on fome occa-* 
% XV1 * \ t fions, they may betray us into evil. This 
is too much verified by that prdpenfity td 
fun into extremes, which fo oftcit appears 
in the behaviouf of men. How many have 
originally fet out with good principles,- and 
intentions, who 1 , through want of difcre- 
tion in the application of their principles, 
have in the end injured themfelvesj and 
brought difcredit on religion ? Thefe is at 
certain temperate mean in the observance 
of which, piety arid vtrtue cdnfiffc Oil 
each fide thfcre lies a dangerous extreflie; 
Bewildering paths open ; by deviating intd 
which, men are apt to forfeit all the praife 
ttf their good intentions j atld to finifh 
with reproach,' what fhey had begiiri with 
honour. Tfhis is the , ground of thef wife 
inan's exhortation in, the text/ Let thind 
eyes look right ori, and let thine eyeMds look 
fir right before thee. Ponder the path of thy 
feet, arid let all thy ways be efiablijhed^ Turn 
not to the right hand 9 rtor to the left ; remove 
thy foot from evil In difcourfing from thefe 
words, I pufpofe to point out fome of the 

extremes 
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Extremes into which men are apt to run in s E R M: 
feligiori and morals ; and to fuggeft diredi- 
bns foi: guarding againft them. 

With regard to religious principle in 
general, it may perhaps bie expeded, that 
I fhbuld warn yoti of the danger of being* 
pn orie hand, top rigid, in adhering to it, 
and, oii the other hand, too eafy in relax- 
ing it; Btit the diftindion between thefe 
luppofed bxtf ernes* I conceive to have nd 
foundation; No man can be too Arid, in 
his adherehbe to a principle of duty. Here^ 
there is nd extreme. All relaxation of prin- 
ciple, is criminal. What confciencfe didates 
is to be ever obeyed; Its commands are 
iiiiiverfally facred; Even though it fhbuld 
be milled, yet, as long as we conceive it tb 
utter the vbice of God, in difobeying it w6 
!ih. The crfor, therefore, to be here a- 
Voided is, not too fcnipulous or tehdet re- 
gard to tonfcience, btit too little care to 
have fcottfcience prbperly ^lightened, with 
irefped to What is riiafter of duty arid 01 
fin.— • — ^-Receive not, without examination, 

Vol. III. A a whatever 
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s E R M whatever human tradition has confecratedt 
y^_, as facred. Recur, on every occafion, to 
thofe great fountains of light and know- 
ledge, which are opened to you in the pure 
word pf God. Diftinguifh, with care, be- 
tween the fuperftitious fancies of men, and 
the evcrlafting commandments of God. Ex- 
hauft not on trifles that zeal, which ought 
to be referved for the weightier matters of 
the law. Overload not confcience, with 
what is frivolous and unneceflary. But 
when you have once drawn the line, with 
intelligence and precifion, between duty and 
fin, that line you ought on no occafion to 
tranfgrefs. 

Though there is no extreme in the reve- 
rence due to confcience, there may un- 
doubtedly be an extreme, in laying too 
tnuch ftrefs, either on mere principle, or 
on mere pra&ice. Here we muft take par- 
ticular care, not to turn to the right hand, 
nor to the left ; but to hold faith and a good 
confcience united, as the Scripture, with great 

propriety, 
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propriety, exhorts us * The erfftr of reft- §erm: 
frig wholly on faith, or wholly on works, t * v tI - 
is one of thofe fedu&ioris, which moft ea- 
fily miflead men ; under the femblance of 
piety on the one hand, and of virtue on 
the other. This is not an error peculiar to 
our times. It has obtained in every age of 
the Chriftian church. It has run through 
all the different modes of falfe religion. It 
forms the chief diftin&ion of all the va- 
rious feds which have divided, and which 
ftill continue to divide the church ; accord- 
ing as they have leaned moil to the fide of 
belief, or to the fide of morality. 

Did we liften candidly to the voice of 
Scripture, it would guard us againft either 
extreme. The Apoftle Paul every where tef- 
tifies, that by no Wotks of our own we cin 
be juftified ; and that without faith it is iin- 
foffible to f leaf e God. The Apoftle James as 
clearly fhows, that faith, if it be unproduc- 
tive of good works, juftifies no man. Be- 
tween thofe fentimeiits, there is no oppofi- 

* 1 Timothy, i. 19. 
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SERM fition. Faith without works, is nugatory 
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and infignificant It is a founddtion, with- 
out any fuperftruCture raifed upon it. It is 
a fountain which fends forth no ftream ; a 
tree which neither bears fruit, nor affords 
fhade. Good works, again, without good 
principles, are a fair, but airy ftru&ure ; 
without firmnefs or liability. They refemble 
the houfe built on the fand ; the reed which 
{hakes with every wind. You muft join 
the twt> in full union, if you would exhi- 
bit the chara&er of a real Chriftian. He 
who fets faith in opposition to morals, or 
morals in oppofition to faith, is equally an 
enemy to the interefts of religion. He holds 
up to view an impeded and disfigured 
form ; in the room of what ought to com- 
mand refped from all beholders. By lean- 
. ing to one extreme, he is in danger of fall- 
ing into vice ; by the other, of running into 
. impiety. 

Whatever the belief of men be, they 
generally pride themfelves, in the poffeflion 
of fome good moral qualities. The fca& 
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of duty is deeply rooted in the human serm. 
heart. Without fome pretence to virtue, 
there is no felf-efteem j and no man wifhes 
to appear in his own yiew, as entirely 
worthjefs. But as there is a cpnftant ftrife 
between the lower and higher parts of our 
nature, between inclination and principle, 
this produces much contradi&fon and in- 
confiftency in condu<9t. Hence arife moft 
pf the extremes, intq which paen run in 
their moral behaviour ; refting their whole 
worth on that good quality, to which, by 
conftitution or t^mpef, they arp moft in- 
clined. 

One of the firft and moft common of 
thofe extremes, is that of placing all virtue, 
either in juftice, on the one hand; or iii 
generofity, on the other. The oppofiticm 
between thefe, is moft difcernable among 
two different clafles of men in fociety. 
They who have earned their fortune by a 
laborious and induftrious life; are naturally 
tenacious of what they have painfully ac- 
quired. To juftice, they confider them- 

felves 
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SERM felves as obliged; but to go, beyond it in 
a#s of kindnefs, they confider as fuper-r 
fluous and extravagant They will not 
take any advantage of others, which con^ 
fcience tells them is iniquitous ; but nei-« 
thcr will they make any allowance for their 
jipccffities and wants, They contend, with 
rigorous exadtnefs, for what is due to them-r 
felves. They are fatisfied, if no man fuf- 
fcr unjuftly by them. That no one is be-? 
ncfited by them, gives them little concern, 
•——Another (et of men place their whole* 
merit in generality and jijerqy ; whUe to 
juftice and integrity they pay fmall regard, 
Thefe are perfons generally of higher rank, 
aqd of eafy fortune. To them, juftice ap- 
pears a fort of vulgar virtue, requifite chief- 
ly in the petty tranfa&ions, which thofe of 
inferior ftation carry on with one another. 
But humanity and liberality, they confider 
as more refined virtues, which dignify thei? 
character, and cover all their failings. They 
can relent at reprefentations of diftrefs ; can 
bellow with oftentatious generofity ; can 
CY^n occafionally (hare their wealth with 3 

companion 
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companion of whom they are fond j while, serm. 

■ YVTT 

at the fame time, they with-ho}d fronj t " 
other? what, is 4 U ? to- them ; arc negligent 
Qf their family and their relations; and to 
the juft demands of their creditors give J19 
gtteijtiqn. 

Both tfaefe clafles of men run to a faulty 
extreme. They divide moral virtue be- 
tween (hem. Each takes that part of it 
only, which fuits his temper. Without ju-> ' 
ftice, there i§ no virtue. But without hu- \ 
manity and mercy, jiq virtuous chara&er 
is complete. The one ipan leans tQ the ex r 
treme of parfimony. The other, to that of 
profijfion. The temper of the one is U0r ' 
feeling. The fenfibjlity of the other is ; 
thoughtlefs. The onp you may ifl fomc 
degree refppd j bijt you cannot love ? The 
other may be lovpd; but cannot \>c re- 
dded: and it is difficult to fty, which 
chara&er is moft defe&ive. — W$ muft un- 
4oubtedly begin with being juft, before we 
attempt to be generous. At the fame time, 
Jje who goes no farther than bare juftice, 
at the beginning of virtue. We are 

com-? 
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S £ £ M. commanded to dojuftly ; but, to love mercy. 
The one virtue, regulates our a&ions. The 
other, improve? our heart and affe&ions. 
Each is equally neceffary to the happinefs 
of the world. Juftice is the pillar, that 
Upholds the whole fabric of human focicty. 
Mercy is the genial ray, which chpars and 
warms the habitations of mep. The per- 
fedion of qur focial chara&er confifts, in 
properly tempering the two with one an- 
pther$ in holding that middle courfe, 
which admits of our being juft, without 
Being rigid ; and allows us to be generous, 
withqut being uqjuft, 

W e muft next guard againft either toq 
great fevcrity, or too great facility of man- 
ners, Thefe are extremes, of which we 
every day behold inftances in the world- 
He who leans tq the fide of feverity, is 
harfli in his cenfures, and narrow in his 
opinions. He cannot condefcend to others 
an things iudifFercnt. He has no allowance 
to make fqr human frailty ; or for the dif- 
ference of age, rank, or temper, among 

mankind. 
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mankind. With him, all gaiety is finful SERM. 

. . XVII 

levity; and every amufement is a crime, ^_^ ^ 

To this extreme, the admonition pf Solo- 
mon may be underftood to belong ; Be not 
righteous over much ; neither make thyfelf over 
wife. Why Jhoulft thou dejlroy thyfelf ? * 
When this feverity of manners is hypocri- 
tical and afiumed a? a cloak to fecret in- 
dulgence, it is one of the worft proftitu- 
tions of religion. But I jiqw confider it, f 
not as the cffeft pf defign, but of natural / 
aufterity pf tempej:, and of contra&ed ma- \ 
xims of condud. Its influence upon the 
perfon himfelf, is to render him gloomy 
and four; upon others, tQ alienate them < 
both from his fociety, and his counfels* , 
upon religion, to fet it fqrth as a morofc 

and forbidding principle. -The pppofitc 

pxtreme to this is, perhaps, ftill more dan- 
gerous ; that of too great facility, and ac- 
cpmmodation to the ways of others. The 
nian of this character, partly from indolent 
weakness, and partly from foftnefs of tem- 

• Eccles. vii. 16. 
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Serm. P er > * s difpofed to a tame and univerfal a& 
* v 5" . fent. Averfe cither to contradid or to 
blame, be goes along with the manners that 
prevail. He views every charter with in- 
dulgent eye ; and with good difpofitions in 
his brcaft, and a natural reludance to pro- 
fligacy and vice, he is enticed to the com- 
panion of evils which he condemns, mere* 
ly through ysrant of fprtitude to oppofq 
others. 

Nothing, it muft be confefled, in moral 
condudt, is more difficult, than to avoid 
turning here, either to the right hand or ta 
the left. One of the greateft trials both of 
wifdom and virtue is, to preferve a jufl 
medium, between tljat harfljnefs of aufte- 
rity, which difgufts and alienates mankind, 
and that weaknefs of good-naturp, whi^h 
opens the door to finful excefs. The one 
feparates us too much from the wprld. The 
other conne&s us top clofely with it j and 
feduces us tp follow the multitude in doing 
evil. One who is of the former chara&er, 
ftudies too little to be agreeable, in order to 
render himfelf ufefuL He who is of the 

latter^ 
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Utter, by ftudying too much to be agree- SERM. 
able, forfeits his innocence, If the one s ^X l 
hurt religion, by cloathing it in the garb 
of unnepeflary ftri&nefs -> the other, by un-r 
warrantable compliance, ftrengthens the 
power of corruption in the world. The 
one borders on the character of the Pha^ 
rjfee j the other, on that of the Sadducee. 
True religion enjoins us tQ ftand at an 
equal diftance from both \ and to pqrfue 
the difficult, but honourable ^im, of uni- 
ting good nature with fixed religious prin- 
ciple \ affable manners, with untainted vjj> 

Farther ; we run to one extreme, when 
we contemn altogether the opinions of man- 
kind ; to another, when we court their 
pjraife too eagerly. The former difcovers 
a high degree of pride and felf-conceit 
The latter betrays fervility of fpirit. We 
are formed by nature and Providence, to be 
conne&ed with one another. No man can 
ftand entirely alone, and independent of 
all his fellow-creatures, A reafojiable re-> 

gard* 
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S E R M. g 3 ^ therefore, for their efteem and good 
XV,L opinion, is a commendable principle. It 
flows from humanity; and coincides with 
the defire of being mutually ufeful. But, 
if that regard be carried too far, it become? 
the fource of jnpch corruption. For in the 
prefent ftate of mankind, the praife of the 
world often interferes wi$h our ading that 
fteady and contentions part, whjch gain§ 
the approbation of Gpd, Hence arifes the 
(difficulty of drawing a prQper line, bptween 
the allowable regard for reputation, and 
the exceffive defire qf praife. On the one 
fide, and on the other, dangers meet us ; and 
cither extreme will be pernicious to yiftue. 

He whq extingiiifhe§ all regard to the 
fentiments of mankind, fuppreffes oqe in ? 
centive to honourable deeds ; nay, he re-; 
moves one of the ftrongeft checks on vice. 
For, where there is no defire of praife, 
there will be alfo no fenfe of reproach and 
fhame; and when this fpnfe is deftroyed^ 
the way is paved to open profligacy. Oq 
the other hand, he who is a&uated fblely 
by the lpye qf huqaan praife, ipcroaches on 

the 
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the higher refped which he owes to tiori^ £ E R M. 
fcience and to God. Hence, virtue is ok ^ „*** 
ten counterfeited ; and many a fplendid 
appearance has been exhibited to the world/ 
which had iio bafis in real principle, or 
inward affection. Hence, religious truths 
have been difguifed, or unfairly reprefent- 
r ed, in order to be fuited to popular tafte< 
Hence the Scribes add Pharifees reje&ed 
our bleffed Lord, becaufe they loved the praife 
of men more than the praife of God. 
Turn, therefore, neither to the right hand, 
mr to the left. AfFeft not to defpife what 
the world thinks of your condudt and cha-* 
rafter $ and yet, let not the fentiments of 
the world entirely rule you. Let a defire 
of efteem be one motive of your condud * 
but let it hold a fttbordinate place. Meaftire 
- the regard that is due to the opinions of 
men, by the degree in which thefe coincide 
with the law of God. 

Allow me next to fuggeft, the danger 
of running to the extreme of anxiety about 
worldly interefts on the one hand, and of 

negligence 
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SERM. flegligence on the other. It is hard tb {af 
xvil w hich of thefe extremes is fraught with 
moft vice, and moft mifery. Induftry and 
diligence are unqueftionable duties, ftri6t- 
ly enforced on all Chriftians ; and he who 
fails in making fuitable provifion for his 
houfehold and family, is pronounced to be 
worfe than an infidel. But there are bounds, 
within which our concern for worldly fuo 
cefs muft be confined. For anxiety is the 
certain poifoil of human life. It debafes 
the mind; and fharpens all the paffions. 
It involves men in perpetual diftra&ions, 
and tormenting cares ; and leads them afide 
from what ought to be the great (cope ©f 
human a&ion. Anxiety is, in general, the 
efFed of a covetous temper. Negligence is 
commonly, the offspring of Hctntbiifnefs, 
and always, the parent of univerfal difor- 
der. By anxiety, you render yourfelves 
miferable. By negligence, you too often 
occafion the ruin of others. The anxious 
man is the votary of riches* the negligent 
man, the votary of pleafure. Each offers 
his piiftaken worfliip, at the fhine of a 

falfe 
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ialfe deity ; and each fhall reap only fuch S | * M- 
rewards as an idol can beftow ; the one Sa- 
crificing the enjoyment and improvement 
of the prefent, to vain cares about futuri- 
ty ; the other fo totally taken up in enjoy- 
ing the prefent, as to ftore the future with 
certain miferies. — True virtue holds a tem- 
perate courfe between thefe extremes \ nei- 
ther carelefs of to-morrow, nor taking too 
much thought for it ; diligent, but not 
anxious ; prudent, but not covetous ; at- 
tentive to provide comfortable accommo- 
dation on earth, but chiefly concerned to 
Jay up treafures in Heaven. 

I fhall only warn you farther againft the 
extreme, of engaging in a courfe of life too 
bufy and hurried, or of devoting your- 
selves to one too retired and unemployed. 
We are formed for a mixture of a&ion, 
and retreat. Our connections with fociety, 
and thfe performance of the duties which we 
owe to one another, neceflarily engage us 
in a&ive life. What we owe to ourfelves, 
requires occafional retirement For he who 

lives 
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SERM. lives always in the buftle of the world cattfi 
xm , not, it is to be feared, always pfeferve his 
virtue pure. Sentiments of piety will be 
deprived of that nourishment and fupjx>rt, 
which they would derive from meditation 
and devotion. His temper will be often 
tuffled and difturbed. His paffions will be 
kept too much on the ftretch. From ih6 
contagious manners which every where a* 
bound, he will not be able to avoid c6n- 

trading fome dangerous infe&ion. Ort 

the other harid, he who flies to total re- 
treat, in order eithef to efijoy eafe, 6r to 1 
cfcape from the temptations of the worldj 
will often find difquiet meeting him iii foli- 
tude, and the worft temptations arifirig from 
within himfelf. Unoccupied by a&ive and 
honourable purfuits, unable to deVofe his 
whole time to improving thoughts, tttany 
an evil paffion will ftart tip, and occtTpy thd 
vacant hour. Sullennefs arid gloom will b6 
in dattger of overwhelming him. £eevifll 
difpleafure, and fufpicions of mafikifad, art 
apt to perfectite thofe who withdraw them-* 
felves altogether from the haunts of men, 

* Steer 1 
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*--*SteeT therefore a middle courfe, be- 8 !£J L n B1 
tween a life oppreffed with bufinefs on the 
©ne hand; and burdened, for the burden 
is no lefs, with idlenefs on the other. Pro-^ 
vide for yourfelves matter of fair and ho- 
iieft purfuit, to afford a proper objedt to 
the a&ive powers of the mind. Temper 
bufinefs with ferious meditation ; and en- 
liven retreat by returns of a&ion and in- 
<toftry/ 

r 

, Thus 1 have pointed out fome of thofe 
extremes into which men are apt to run, 
by forfaking the line which religion and 
wifdom have drawn. Many more, I am 
fenfible, might be fuggefted ; for the field 
is wide, and hardly is there any appearance 
of piety, virtue, or good condud, but what 
the folly of men is apt to pufh into undue 
excels, on one or other fide. What I have 
mentioned, will be fufficient to fhow the 
neceffity of prudent circumfpe&ion, in or- 
der to efcape the dangers which befet us in 
this ftate of trial Let us ftudy to attain 
a regular, uniform, confident character ; 
Vol. III. B b where 
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SERM. where nothing that is exceflive of difpro- 
portioned (hall come forward to view 5 
which (hall not plume itfelf with a fair 
fhow on one fide only, while in other quar- 
ters it remains unadorned, and blemifhed; 
but, where the different parts of worth and 
goodnefs fhall appear united, and each fhall 
exert its proper influence on conduct Thus, 
turning neither to the right hand nor to the 
lefty we fhall, as far as our frailty permits, 
approach to the perfection of the human 
character ; and fhall have reafon not to he 
ojbamed when we have equal refae3 to all 
God's commandments. 



SE R- 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 37* ] 
S E R M O N XVIIL 

On Scoffing at Religion. 



2 Peter* iii. 3* 
^tbetejball come in the loft day Stbffers.-* 

A S the Chriftiah religion is averfe to the s E ft M. 
^ ** inclinations and paffions of the corrupt- .3y^j» 
ed part of mankiild, it has been its fate, in 
every age, to encounter the oppofitidn of va- 
rious foes. Sometimes, it has undergone the 
ftorms of violence and perfecution. Some* 
times, it has been attacked by the arms of 
falfe reafonirig, and fophiftry. When thefo 
have failed of fuCcefs, it has at other times 
been expofed to the feoffs of the petulant 
Men of light and frivolous minds, who had 
do eomprehenfion of thought for difcerning 
Bb 2 what 
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S E R M what is great, and no folidity of judge* 
xviil men t f or deciding on what is true, have 
taken upon them to treat religion with con- 
tempt, as if it were of no confequence to 
the world. They have affe&ed to reprefent 
the whole of that venerable fabric, which 
has fo long commanded the refped of man- 
kind ; which, for ages, the learned have 
fupported, and the wife have admired, as 
having no better foundation than the 
gloomy imagination of fanatics and visio- 
naries. Of this chara&er were thofe /cof- 
fers, predicted by the Apoftle to arife in the 
lafi days.; a pr?di£Hon which we have feen 
too often fulfilled. As the falfe ; colours 
which fuchjnen throw on religion, are apt 
to impofe; on the weak and unwary, let us 
now examine, whether religion affords any 
juft grounds for the, contempt or ridicule 
of the fcoffer. They jnuft be either the 
do&f ines, or the precepts of religion, which 
he endeavours to hold forth to contempt 

The doftrmes of the Chriftian religion 
ate rational and pui:e. All that it has re- 
vealed 
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vealfcd concerning the perfedfioha of God, 8ERM, 
his ftioral government and laws, the defo- 
liation of man, and the rewards arid 'pur 
nifhments of a future ftate, is perfe&ly con* 
fonant to the moll enlightened reafbn. In 
fome articles which tranfeend the limits of 
our prefent faculties, as in what related to 
the effence of the Godhead, the fallen Hate 
of mankind, and their redemption by Jefus 
Chrjft, its do&rines may appear myfterious 
and dark. Againft thefe, the fcqfFer has o& 
ten dire&ed his attacks ; as if whatever could 
not be explained by us, ought upon that 
account to be exploded as abfurd. 

It is unneceffary to enter, at prefent, on any 
particular defence of thefe dodrines, as there 
is one obfervation which, if duly weighed; 
js fufficient to filence the cavils of the fcof- 
fer. 1$ he not compelled to admit, that the 
whole fyftem of nature around him is folf 
of myftery ? What reafon, then, had he t<? 
fuppofe, that the do£trine$ of revelation, 
proceeding from the fame author, were to 
contain no myfteridus obfeurity ? All that 
is requisite for the conduft of life, both in 

nature 
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serm. nature and in religion, divine wifdomhas 
V X ^ J . rendered obvious to all As nature has af* 
forded us fiifficient information concerning 
what is neceffary for our food, our accomr 
modation, and our fafcty ; fo religion has 
plainly inftrudied us in our duty towards 
God, and our neighbpur. But as foon as 
we attempt to rife towards objeds that lie 
beyond our immediate fghere of a&ion, 
our curiofity is checked j and darknefs meets 
us on every fide. What the efifence is of 
thofe material bodies which we fee and 
handle ; how a feed grows up into a tree ; 
how man is formed in the womb; or how 
the mind ads upon the body, after it is 
formed ; are myfteries of which we can give 
no more account, than of the moft obfeure 
and difficult parts of revelation. We are 
obliged to admit the exiftence of the fa£^ 
though the explanation of it exceeds our fa- 
culties. 

After the fame manner, in natural reli- 
gion, queftions arife concerning the crea- 
tion of the world from nothing, the origin 
of evil under the governmeAt of a perfe<3 

Being t 
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Being, and the confiftency of human liber- serm. 
ty with divine prefcience, which are of as , 
intricate a nature, and of as difficult folution 
as any queftions in Chriftian theology. Wp 
may plainly fee, that we are not admitted 
into the fecrets of Provideijce, aijy more 
than into the myfteries of the Godhead, la 
all his ways, the Almighty is a Go4 that 
hidetb himfelf. He maketh darknefs his pavi- 
lion. He fyoldeth back the face of his throne 5 

and fpreadeth a thick cloud upon it. lit- 

Head of its being any obje&ion to revela- 
tion, that fome of its do&rines are myfter 
rious, it would be much more ftrange and 
unaccountable, if no fuch do&rines were 
found in it. Had every thing in the Chri- 
ftian fyftem been perfe&ly level to our ca- 
pacities, this m jght rather havp given ground 
to a fufpicion, of its not proceeding froqi 
God j fince it would have been thpn fo uiv 
like to what we find, both jn the fyfteiji 
of the univerfe, and in the fyftem of natu- 
ral religion. Whereas, according as mat- 
ters nbw ft^nd, the gofpel has the fame fea- 
tures, the fame general chara&er, with the 

other 
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s E R M. other two, which arc acknowledged to be of 
J^jj^ divine origin; plain and comprehenfible, iq 
what relates to pra&ice ; dark and myfte- 
rious, in what relates to fpeculation and be- 
lief.* The cavils of the fcoffer, therefore^ 
on this head, are fp far froip having any 
juft foundation, that they only difcove* 
his ignorance, and the narrownefs of his 
yiews. 

Let us next proceed to what relates tq 
pra&ice, or the preceptive part of religion* 
—-The duties which religipn enjoins us to 
perform towards God, are thpfe which have 
ofteneft furniftied matter tp the Feoffs of 
the licentious. They attempt tp reprefenf 
thefe as fo idle and fuperfitapus, that they 
could owe their birth to nothing but en^ 
thufiafm.-— For, is not the Deity ib far cxr 
alted above us, as to receive neither advan- 
tage nor pleafure, from our worfhip ? What 
are pur prayers, or Pur praifes, to that infinite 

* See this argument felly purfued, and placed in a ftrong 
light, by tlteinafterly hahdofBi/hop Butler, in his Analogy 
of Natural and Revealed Religion. 
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mind, who, refting in the full enjoyment S ^L R T M - 
of his own beatitude, beholds all his crea- 
tures pafling before him, only as the infeds 
of a day ? What but fupcrftitious terrors, 
could have didated thofe forms of homage, 
and thofe diftindions of fecred days, in 
which vulgar minds delight, but which the 
liberal and enlarged look upon with fcorn ? 

Now, in return to fuch infults of the 
feoffor, it might be Efficient to obferve, 
that the united fentiments of mankind, in 
every age and nation, are againft him. 
Thqughtlefs as the bulk of men are, anci 
attached only to objeds which they fee a* 
round them \ this principle has never been 
extinguifhed in their breads, that to the 
great Parent of the human race, the uni T 
yerfal- though invifible, benefedor of the 
world, not only internal reverence, but ex r 
ternal homage is due. Whether he need 
that homage or not, is not the queftion. It : 
js what, on our part, we undoubtedly owe; 
and the heart is, with reafon, held to be. 
bafe, which ftifles the emotions of grati- 
$i»de to a benefador, how independent fb- 

ever 
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SER M. ever h c may be of any returns. True vnv 
J^[^ tue, always prompts a public declaration o£ 
the grateful fentiments which it feels ; and 
glories in exprefling them. Accordingly, 
over all the earth, crowds of worfhippers 
have affembled to adore, in various forms, 
the Ruler of the world. In thefe adorations, 
the philofopher, the favage, and the faint, 
have equally joined. None but the cold 
and unfeeling can look up to that benefi- 
cent Being, who is at the head of the uai- 
verfe, without fome inclination to pray, or 
to praife. In vain, therefore, would the 
fcoffer deride, what the loud voice of na-? 
ture demands and juftifies. He ereds him-* 
felf againft the general, and declared fcuife 
of the human race. 

But apart from this confideration, I muft 
call on him to attend to one of a ftill more 
ferious and awful nature. By his licentious 
ridicule of the duties of piety, and of the 
inftitutions of divine worfhip, he is weakr 
ening the power of confeience over men; 
he is undermining the great pillars of fb- 
piety ; he is giving a mortal blow to public 

order, 
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order, and public happinefs. All thefc reft s £ R M. 
on nothing fb ipuch, as on the general ber XVII! 
lief of an all-feeing witnefs, and the gene*- 
ral veneration of an Almighty Governor 
On this belief, and this veneration, is foundr 
ed the whole obligation of an oath ; with- 
out which, government could not be admi- 
niftered, nor courts of juftice ad j qontro*. 
verfies could not be determined, nor private 
property be preferved fafe, Our only fc& 
curity againft innumerable crimes, to which 
the reftraints of human laws cannot reach, 
is the dread of ap invifible avenger, and 
of thofe future punifhments which he hath 
prepared for the guilty. Remove this dread 
from the minds of men ; and you ftrength- 
en the hands of the wicked, and endanger 
the fafety of hqman fociety. 

But how could impreflions fo neceffary to 
the public welfare be preferved, if there were 
no religious aiTemblies, no facred inftitu- 
tions, no days fet apart for divine worfhip, 
in order to be fplemn remembrancers to 
jnen of the exiftence, and the dominion of 
pod > and of the future account they have 

to 



Digitized by 



Google 



380 On Scoffing at ReUgim. 

6 E R M to give of their aftions to him ? To all ranks 
J^^j of men, the fenti merits which public reli- 
gion tends to awaken, are falutary and be-? 
neficial. But with refpe^k to the inferior 
claffes, it is well known, that the only prin- 
ciples which reftrain thprn from eyii, are 
acquired in the religious aflemblies which 
they frequeut. Deftitjite of the advantages 
0f regular education $ ignorant, in great 
tneafure, of public laws ; unacquainted 
-with thofe refined ideas of hQnour and pro* 
priety, to which others of more knowledge 
have been trained ; were thofe facred tem-? 
pies deferted to which thpy now refbrt, 
they would be in danger of degenerating 
into a ferocious race, from whonj lawlef$ 
Violence was perpetually to be dreaded. 

He, therefore, who treats facred thing? 
with any degree of levity and fcorn, is ad- 
ing the part, perhaps without his feeing or 
knowing it, of a public enemy to fociety. 
He is preeifely the madman defcribed in the 
book of Proverbs, *wbar cqftetk firebrands^ 

* froy, xxvi, 18. 

ftrrowSy 
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arrows* and death ; and faith^ am I not in s E it &i 

• XVil! — ' 

^//>or* ? We fhall hear him, at times, com- 
plain loudly of the undatifulnefs of chil- 
dren, of the difhonefty of fervants, of the 
tumults and infolence of the lower ranks ; 
while he himfelf is, in a great meafure, 
refponfible for the diforders of which he 
complains. By the example which he lets 
of contempt for religion, he becomes ac-. 
ceflbry to the manifold crimes, which that 
contempt occafions among others. By his 
fcofHng at facred inftitutions, he is encou- 
raging the rabble to uproar and violence 5 
he is emboldening the falfe witnefs to take 
the name of God in vain $ he is, in effed, 
putting arms into the hands of the high- 
wayman, and letting loofe the robber on the 
ftreets by night. 

We come next to confider that great 
clafe of duties, which refpe<3 our conduft 
towards our fellow-creatures, The abfolute 
neceffity of thefe to general welfare is fo 
apparent, as to have fecured them, in a 
great degree, from thp attacks of the fcof- 

fcr. 
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scttM. fer. He who fhould attempt to turn ju£ 
xv • tice, truth; Or hoiiefty, into ridicute, would 
be avoided by every one. To thofe who 
had any remains of principle, he would be 
odious. To thofe who attended only t<J 
their intereft, he would appear a dangerous 
man. But though the focial virtues are 
treated in general as refpe&able and facred, 
there are certain forms and degrees of them, 
which have not been exempted from the 
fcorn of the unthinking. That extenfive 
generofity, and high public fpirit, which 
prompt a man to facrifice his own intereft, 
in order to promote fome great general 
good; and that ftrid and fcrupulous inte- 
grity, which will not allow one, on any 
becafion, to depart from the truth ; have 
often been treated with contempt by thofe 
who are called men of the world. They 
who will not ftpop to flatter the great ; who 
difdain to comply with prevailing mariners, 
when they judge them to be evil j who re- 
fufe to take the fmalleft advantage of others, 
in order to procure the greateft benefit for 
themfelvesj are reprefented as perfons of 

romantic 
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romantic charafter, and vifionary notions, s ^ * **• 
unacquainted with the world, and unfit to 
live in it. 

Such perfons are fo far from being liable 
to any juft ridicule, that they arc intitled 
to a degree of refpeCt, which approaches to 
veneration. For they are in truth, the 
great fupporters and guardians of public 
order. The authority of their charader 
overawes the giddy multitude. The weight 
of their example retards the progrefs of cor- 
ruption ; checks that relaxation of morals, 
which is always too apt to gain ground in- 
fenfibly, and to make incroachments on 
every departmeut of fociety. Accordingly, 
it is this high generofity of fpirit, this in*- 
flexible virtue, this regard to principle, fu- 
perior to all opinion, which has ever mark- 
ed the characters of thofe who have emi- 
nently diftinguifhed themfelves in public 
life; who have patronifed the caufe of juf- 
tice againft powerful opprefTors; who, in 
critical times, have fupported the falling 
rights and liberties of men ; and have re- 
flected honour on their nation and country. 

Such 
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SErm. Such perfons may have been fcoffed at by 
XVIII. f ome among whom they lived ; but pofte- 
rity has done them ample juftice j and they 
are the perfons, whofe names are recorded 
to future ages, and who are thought and 
fpoken of with admiration. 

The mere temporizer, the man of accom- 
modating principles, and inferior virtue, 
may fupport a plaufible character for a 
while among his friends and followers ; 
but as foon as the hollownefs of his prin r 
ciples is detected, he finks into contempt. 
They who are prone to deride men of in- 
flexible integrity, only betray the littleneis 
of their minds. They fhew that they un- 
derftand ant the fublime of virtue j that 
they have no difcernment of the true ex- 
cellence of man. By affe&ing to throw 
any difcouragement on purity and ftw£t- 
nefs of morals, they not only expofe them- 
felves to juft contempt, but propagate fen- 
timents very dangerous to fociety. For, if 
we loofen the regard due to virtue in any 
of its parts, we begin to fap the whole of 
it. No man, as it has been often {aid, be- 
comes 
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comes entirely profligate at once. He de- S ^L M: 
viates, ftep by ftep, from confcience. If 
the loofe cafuiftry of the fcofFer were to 
prevail, open diflionefty, faHehood, and 
treachery, would fpeedily grow out of thofe 
complying principles, thofe relaxations of 
virtue, which he would reprefent to be ne- 
ceflkry for every man who knows the 
world. 

. The laft clafs of virtues I am to men- 
tion, are thofe which are of a perfonal na- 
ture, and which refped the government to 
be exercifed over our pleafures and paflions. 
Here, the fcoffer has always confidered 
himfelf as having an ample field. Often, 
and often, have fuch virtues as fobriety, 
temperance, modefty, and chaftity, been 
made the fubjed of ridicule, as monkifh 
habits, which exclude men from the com- 
pany of the fafhionable and the gay ; ha- 
bits, which are the effe<3 of low education, 
or of mean fpirits, or of mere feeblenefs of 
conftitution ; while fcoffers, walking, as it is 
too truly faid of them by the Apoftle, after 
Vol. III. C c their 
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S xvm M * ***** ^ Sj *x*ft> of their own manners as 
; liberal and free, as manly and fpirited. 
They fancy themfeives raifed thereby much 
above the crowd ; and hold all thofe in con- 
tempt, who confine themfeives within the 
vulgar bounds of regular and orderly life. 

Infatuated men ! who fee not that the 
virtnes of which they make fport, not 
only derive their authority from the laws of 
God, but are moreover eflentially requifite 
both to public, and to private happiness. 
By the indulgence of their licentious plea- 
fures for a while, as long as youth and vi- 
gour remain, a few paffing gratifications 
may be obtained. But what are the confe- 
quences ? Suppofe any individual to per- 
fevere unreftrained in this courfe, it is cer- 
tainly to be followed by difrepute in his 
ehara&er, and diforder in his affaire 5 by a 
wafted and broken conftitution ; and a 
fpeedy and miferable old age. Suppofe a 
fociety to be wholly formed of fuch perfons 
as the fcoffers applaud ; feppofe it to be 
filled with none but thofe whom they call 
the. fons of pleafttTc j that is, with the in- 
temperate,. 
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temperate, the riotous, and diffolute, among SER m. 
whom all regard to fbbriety, decency, and v - t Q 
private virtue, was abolifhed ; what an odi- 
ous fcene would fuch a fbciety exhibit ? How 
unlike any civilifed or well-ordered ftate, 
in which mankind have chofen to dwell i 
What turbulence and uproar, what contefts 
and quarrels, would perpetually reign in 
it ? What man of common uriderftahding 
Would not rather chufe to dwell in a de<* 
fert, than to be aflbciated for life with fuch 
companions i Shall, then, the fcoffer pre- 
fume to make light of thofe virtues, with- 
out which there could be neither peace, 
nor comfort, nor good order, among man- 
kind ? 

Let him be defired to think, of his do- 
meftic fituation and Connexions. Is he a 
father, a hufband, or a brother ? Has he 
any friend or relation, male or female, in 

whofe happinefs he is interefted ? Let 

us put the queftion to him, whether he be 
willing that intemperance, unchaftity, or 
diffipation of any kind, fhoukl mark their 
character ? Would he recommend to them 
C c a fuch 
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S E r M fuch exceffes ? Would he chufe, in their 
xviii. p rc f ence9 openly, and without difguife, to 
feoff at the oppofite virtues, as of no con- 

fequence to their welfare ? If even the 

moft licentious fhudders at the thought ; 
if, in the midft of his loofe pleafures, he 
be defirous that his own family fhould re- 
main untainted ; let this teach him the va- 
lue of thofe private virtues, which, in the 
hours of diflipation, in the giddinefs of his 
mind, he is ready to contemn. Bani/h fo- 
briety, temperance, and purity, and you 
tear up the foundations of all public order, 
and all domeftic quiet. You render every 
houfe a divided and miferable abode, re- 
founding with terms of fhame, and mutual 
reproaches of infamy. You leave nothing 
refpe&able in the human character. You 
change the man into a brute. 

The conclufion from all the reafbninga 
Which we have now purfued is, that reli- 
gion and virtue, in all their forms, either 
of dodrine or of precept ; of piety towards 
God, integrity towards men, or regularity 

in 
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in private condud ; are fo far from afford- SER m:, 
ing any grounds of ridicule to the petulant, 
that they are intitled to our higheft vene- 
ration ; they are names, which fhould ne- 
ver be mentioned, but with the utmoft ho- 
nour. It is faid in Scripture, Fools make a 
mock at Jin. * They had better make a 
mock at peftilence, at war, or famine. 
With one, who fhould chufe thefe public 
calamities for the fubje£t of his fport, you 
would not be inclined to afTociate. You 
would fly from him, as worfe than a fool ; 
as a man of a diftempered mind, from "whom 
you might be in hazard of receiving a fud- 
den blow. Yet certain it is, that, to the 
great fociety of mankind, fin is a greater 
calamity, than either peftilence, or famine, 
or war. Thefe operate, only as occafional 
caufes of mifery. But the fins and vices 
of men, are perpetual fcourges of the world. 
Impiety and injuftice, fraud and falfehood, 
intemperance and profligacy, arc daily pro- 
ducing mifchief and diforder $ bringing 

* frov. xiy. 9. 

ruin 
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8ERM. ruin on individuals j tearing families and 

. f communities in pieces ; giving rue to a 

thoufand tragical fcenes on this unhappy 
theatre. In proportion as manners are vi- 
cious, mankind are unhappy. The per* 
fedtion of virtue which reigns in the world 
above, is the chief fource of the perfe& 
bleffednefs which prevails there. 

When, therefore, we obferve any tenden-? 
cy to treat religion or morals with difre^ 
fped and levity, let us hold it to be a fure 
indication of a perverted underftanding, o? 
a depraved heart In the feat of the J corner 
let us never fit. Let us account that wit 
contaminated, which attempts to fport itfelf 
on facred fubjeds. When the fcoffer arifes 
let us maintain the honour of our God, 
and our Redeemer; and refolutely adhere 
to the caufe of virtue and goodnefs. The 
lips of the wife utter knowledge ; but the mouth 
ofthefoolifb is near to definition. Him that 
honour eth God, God will honour. The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wifdom : and he 
that keepeth the commandment, keepeth his own 
foul. 

SER, 
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SERMON XIX. 

On thp Creation of the World. 



Genesis, i. i. 



Jh the beginning God created the heaven, and 
* the earth, 

SUCH is the commencement of the hi£ SERM. 
xix 
tory of mankind ; an aera, to which we 

muft ever look back with folemn awe and 

veneration. Before the fun and the moon 

had begun their courfe ; before the found 

of the human voice was heard, or the 

name of man was known ; in the beginning 

God created the heaven, and the earth. 

To a beginning of the world, we are led 

back by every thing that now exifts \ by 

&11 hiftory, all records, all monuments of 

antiquity. 
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SERM. antiquity. In tracing the tranfafiions of 
J^^ paft ages, we arrive at a period, which clear- 
ly indicates the infancy of the human race. 
We behold the world peopled by degrees. 
We afcend to the origin of all thofe ufeful 
and neceflary arts, without the knowledge 
of which, mankind could hardly fubfift. 
We difcern fociety and civilization arifing 
from rude beginnings, in every corner of 
the earth -, and gradually advancing to the 
#ate in which we now find them : AU 
which afford plain evidence, that there was 
a period, when mankind began to inhabit 
and cultivate the earth. What is very re- 
markable, the moft authentic chronology 
and hiftory of moft nations, coincides with 
the account of Scripture ^ and makes the 
period during which the world has been 
inhabited by the race of men, not to ex- 
tend beyond fix thoufand years. 

To the ancient philofopheys, creation 
from nothing, appeared an unintelligible 
idea. They ^maintained the eternal exig- 
ence of matter, whi^h they fuppofed to be 
modelled by the fovereign mind of the uni- 

verfe^ 
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verfe, into the form which the earth now SERM. 

• . XIX 

exhibits. But there is nothing in this opi- 
nion which gives it any title to be oppofed 
to the authority of revelation. The doc- 
trine pf two-felf-exiftent, independent prin- 
ciples, God and matter, the one a&ive, the 
other paflive, is an hypothefis which prefents 
difficulties to human reafon, at leaft as 
great as the creation of matter from no- 
thing. Adhering then to the teftimony of 
Scripture, we believe, that in the beginning* 
God created, or from non-exiftence brought 
into being, the heaven and the earth. 

But though there was a period when this 
globe, with all that we fee upon it, did not 
exift, we have no reafon to think, that the 
wifdom and power of the Almighty were 
then without exercife or employment* 
Boundlefs is the extent of his dominion. 
Other globes and worlds, enlightened by 
other funs, may then have occupied, as 
they ftill appear to occupy, the jmrnenfe 
regions of fpace. Numberlefs orders of be^ 
ings, to us unknown, people the wide ex-* 
^eijt of the univerfe ; and afford an endlefs 

variety 
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SErm. variety of obje&s to the ruling care of the 
^^ great Father of all. At iength, in the 
courfe and progrefs of his government, 
there arrived a period, when this earth was 
to be called into exiftence. When the fig^ 
nal moment, predeftined from all eternity, 
was come, the Deity arofe in his might j 

and with a word created the world. 

What an iiluftrious moment was that, 
when, from non-exiftence, there fprang at 
once into being, this mighty globe, on 
which fo many millions of creatures now 
dwell!— No preparatory meafures were re* 
quired. No long circuit of means was em- 
ployed. He /pake j and it was done : He 
commanded \ and it Jiood faji. The earth 
was at firft, without form, and void ; and 
darknefs was on the face of the deep. The Al- 
mighty furveyed the dark abyfs ; and fix^- 
ed bounds to the feveral divifions of na» 
ture. He faid, Let there be light •> and there 
was light. Then appeared the fea, and the 
dry land. The mountains rofe; and the 
rivers flowed. The fun and moon began 
their courfe in the fkies. Herbs and plants 

cloa{he4 
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cloathed the ground. The nir, the earth, serm. 
and the waters, were ftored with their re- 
fpe&iye inhabitants. At laft, man was 
made after the image of God. He appear- 
ed, walking with countenance ered $ an<J 
received his Creator's benedidion, as tha 
JLord of this new world. The Almighty 
beheld his work when it was finished ; and 
pronounced it good. Superior beings faw 
with wonder this new acceffion to exiftence. 
The morning ftars fang together j and all the 
Jons of God fbouted for joy.* 

But, on this great work of creation, let 
ns not merely gaze with aftonifhment Let 
us confider how it fhould afFed our con- 
4ud, by prefenting the divine perfedions 
in a light which is at once edifying, and 
comforting, to man. It difplays the Crea- 
tor as fupreme in power, in wifdom, and 
in goodncfs. 

I. As fupreme in power. When we con- 
sider with how much labour and difficulty 

• Jot>, xxxyiii. 7. 

human 
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SERM human power performs its inconfiderable 
X15C works ; what time it cofts to rear them; 
and how eafily, when reared, they are de^. 
ftroyed ; the very idea of creating power 
overwhelms the mind with awe. Let us 
look around, and furvey this ftupendous 
edifice, which we have been admitted to 
inhabit. Let us think of the extent of the 
different climates and regions of the earth j 
of the magnitude of the mountains, and of 
the expanfe of the ocean. Let us conceive 
that immenfe globe which contains them,, 
launched at once from the hand of the Al- 
mighty ; made to revolve inceffantly on its 
axis, that it might produce the viciffitudes 
of day and night ; thrown forth, at the 
fame time, to run its annual courfe in per- 
petual circuit through the heavens ; after 
fuch a meditation, where is the greatnefs, 
where is the pride of man ? Into, what total 
annihilation do we fink, before an omnipo- 
tent Being ? Who is not difpofed to exclaim, 
Lord, what is man, that thou art mindful of 
him ; or thefon of man, that thoufbouldfi vifit 
him? When compared with thee> all men are 

vanity j 
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vanity ; their works are nothing. Reve- SERM. 

VTV 

rencc, and humble adoration, ought fpon- 
taneoufly to arife. He who feels no pro- 
penfity to worship and adore, 19 dead to all 
Fenie of grandeur and majefty ; has extin- 
guiftied one of the moft natural feelings of 
the human heart. Know the Lord, that he 
is God,- we are all his people ; the workman- 
Jhip of his hands. Let us worjhip and bow 
down. Let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. 

Of all titles to legiflation and rule, none 
is fo evident and diredt as that of a Crea- 
tor. The convi&ion is felt in every breaft, 
that he who gave us being, hath an abfo- 
lute right to regulate our conduct This 
giv^s a fan&ion to the precepts of God, 
which the moft hardened dare not contro- 
vert. When it is a Creator and a Father 
that fpeaks, who would not liften and 
obey ? Are juftice and humanity his de- 
clared laws ; and fhall we, whom but ye£ 
terday he called from the duft, and whom 
to-morrow he can reduce into duft again, 
prcfume, in contempt of him, to be unjuft 

or 
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SER M. or inhuman? Arc there any little intereft* 
XIX. Q £ our own w hj c h we ^are to ere£k, in op- 

pofition to the pleafure of him who made 
us ? Fear ye not me, faith the Lord ; will ye 
not tremble at my prefence, who have placed 
the fond for the bound of the fea, by a per* 
petual decree, that it cannot pafs **$ who 
fir etch forth my hand over the earth, and none 
bindereth ? 

At the fame time, the power of a Crea- 
tor is encouraging, as well as awful. While 
it enforces duty, it infpires confidence un- 
der afflidion. It brings to view a relation, 
which imports tendernefs and comfort ; for 
it fuggefts the compaffion of a father. In 
the time of trouble, mankind are led by 
natural impulfe, to fly for aid to Him, who 
knows the weaknefs of the frame which he 
has made ; who remembers we are dufi ; and 
fees the dangers with which we are envi- 
roned. " I am thine ; for thou haft made 
" me : Forfake not the work of thine own 
" hands," is one of the moft natural ejacula- 
tions of the diftreffed mind. How blef- 

fed are the virtuous, who can reft under the 

protection 
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prote&ion of that powerful arm, which SERM. 



made the earth and the heaven ? The om- 
nipotence which renders God fo awful, is 
to them a fource of joy. In the whole corn* 
pafs pf nature, nothing is formidable to 
them, who firmly repofe their truft in the 
Creator. To them, every noxious power 
can be rendered harmlefs ; every threaten- 
ed evil, if not averted, can be transformed 
into good. In the Author of nature, they 
find not only the author of their being ; 
but their prote&or and defender, the lifter 
up of their heads. Happy is he that hath the 
God of Jacob for his help ; whofe hope is in 
the Lord his God ; which made heaven and 
earthy the fea, and all that therein is ; wbi. b 
keepeth truth for ever.* 

II. The work of creation is the difplay of 
fupreme wiftlom. It carries no charadter 
more confpicuous than this. If, from the 
ftrudure and mechanifm of fome of the moft 
complicated works of human art, we are led 

• Pfalm cxlvi. 5, 6. 

to 



XIX. 
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SEHM. to high admiration of the wifdom of the 
^^j contriver, what aftoniihment may fill our 
minds, when we think of the ftrudture of 
the univerfe 1 It is not only the ftupendous 
building itfelf, which excites admiratidh*; 
but the exquifite ikill, with which the end- 
lefs variety of its parts are adapted to their 
refpe&ive purpofes. Infomuch, that the 
ftudy of nature, which, for ages, has em- 
ployed the lives of fo many learned men, 
and which is ftill fo far from being ex- 
haufted, is no other than the ftudy of di- 
vine wifdom difplayed in the creation* The 
farther our refearches are carried, more 
ftriking proofs of it every where meet us. 
The provifion made for the conftant regu- 
larity of the univerfe, in the difpofition of 
the heavenly bodies,* fo that in the courfe 
of feveral thoufand years, nature fhould 
ever exhibit the fame ufeful and grateful 
variety, in the returns of light and dark- 
nefs, of fummer and winter ; and ever fur- 
niih food and habitation to all the animals 
that people the earth; muft be a lafting 
theme of wonder to every refle&ing mind. 

But 
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But they are not only the heavens that s E R K 
clare the glory of God, and the firmament 
it Jhewetb forth his handy work. In the 
:>ft inconfiderable, as well as in the moft il- 
**ftrious wofks of the Creator, confummate 
. t and defign appear. There is not a crea- 
x " re that moves, nor a vegetable that grows, 
it, when minutely examined, furnifhes 
aterials of the higheft admiration. The 
.me wifdom that placed the fun in the 
entre of the fyftem, and arranged the fe- 
deral planets around him in their order, 
nas no lefs fhewn itfelf, in the provifion 
made for the food and dwelling of every 
bird that roams the air, and every bead 
that wanders in the defert ; equally great, 
in the fmalleft, and in the moft magnifi- 
cent objects ; in the ftar, and in the infeft ; 
in the elephant, and in the fly ; in the beam 
that fhines from heaven, and in the grafs 
that cioaths the ground. Nothing is over- 
looked. Nothing is carelefsly performed. 
Every thing that exifts, is adapted with per- 
fe£t fymmetry to the end for which it was 
defigned. All this infinite variety of par- 
ticulars muft have been prefent to the mind 
, Vol. III. D d of 
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SER M. of the Creator; all beheld with one glance 
xix. c f jjj s C y e . a y £ xe( ^ an( j arran g e d 5 from 

the beginning, in his great defign, when 
he formed the heavens and the earth. Jnft- 
Jy may we exclaim with the Pfalmift^ How 
excellent, O Lord, is thy name in all the earth f 
How manifold are thy works ! In wifdom haft 
thou made them all. No man can find out the 
work that God maketb, from the beginning to 
the end. Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
us. It is high ; we cannot attain unto it. 

This wifdom difplayed by the Almighty 
in the creation, was not intended merely to 
gratify curiofity, and to raife wonder. It 
onght to beget profound fubmiffion, and 
pious truft, in every heart. It is not un- 
common for many who fpeak with rapture 
cf creating wifdom, to be guilty, at the fame 
time, of arraigning the condud of. Provi- 
dence. In the ftru&ure of the univerfe, 
they confefs that all is goodly and beauti- 
ful. But in the government of human af- 
fairs, they can fee nothing but diforder and 

confufion. Have they forgotten, that 

both the one, and the other, proceed from 
the lame author ? Have they forgotten, that 

he 
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he who balanced all the heavenly bodies, SERM. 

. XIX 

and adjufted the proportions and limits of 

nature, is the fame who hath allotted them 
their condition in the world, who diftri- 
butes the meafures of their profperity and 
adverfity, and fixes the bounds of their habi- 
tation f If their lot appear to them ill forted, 
and their condition hard and unequal, let 
them only put the queftion to their own 
minds, Whether it be moft probable, that 
the great and wife Creator hath erred in 
his diftribution of human things, or that 
they have erred, in the judgment which 
they form concerning the lot afligned to 
them? Can they believe, that the divine 
Artift, after he had contrived and finifhed 
this qarth, the habitation of men, with 
fuch admirable wifdom, would then throw 
it out of his hands as a negledted work ; 
would fuffer the affairs of its inhabitants to 
proceed by chance ; and would behold them 
without concern, running into mifrule and 
diforder ? Where were then that confiften- 
cy of condud, which we difcover in all the 
works of nature, and which we cannot but 

afcribe to a perfedt Being ? My brother! 

D d 2 when 
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S E r M. when thy plans are difappointed, and thy 
heart is ready to defpair ; when virtue is 
oppreffed, and the wicked profper around 
thee j in thofe moments of difturbanee, look 
up to him who created the heaven and the 
earth ; and confide, that he who made light 
to fpring from primaeval darknefs, will make 
order at lafl to arife from the feeming con- 
fufion of the world. 

Had any one beheld the earth in its ftate 
of chaos ; when the elements lay mixed and! 
confufed ; when the earth was without form 
and void, and darknefs was on the face of the 
deep ; would he have believed, that it was 
prcferttly to become fb fair and well order- 
ed a globe as we now behold ; illumined 
tvith the fplendor of the fun, and decorated 
with all the beauty of nature ? The fame 
powerful hand, which perfe&ed the work 
of creation, fhall, in due time,, difembrofl 
the plans of Providence. Of creation, we can 
judge more clearly, becaufe it flood forth 
at once ; it was perfed from the beginning. 
But the courfe of Providence is progreffive; 
Time is required for the progreflion to ad- 
vance j and before it is finifhed, we can 

form 
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fbrin no judgement, or at leaft a very imper«- serm. 
fed one, concerning it. We muft wait un- y^^j 
ftil the grpat aera arrive, when the fecrets 0/ 
the univerfe fhall be unfolded 5 When the 
divine defigns fhall be confummatM ; whe& 
Providence fhall be brought Jo the fame 
completion which creation has already at- 
tained. Then, we have every reafon to ber 
lieye, that the wife Creator fhall appear in 
the end, to have been jhe wife and juft ruler 
of the world. JJntil that period come, let 
us be contented and patient ; let us fubmit 
and adore. Although thou fayefi thou Jhalt 
not fee him, yet judgment is before him ; tbere-r 
fore y trufi thou in hitp* This exhortation 
will receive more force, when we, 

III. Confider creation as a difplay of fu- 
preme goodnefs, no lefs than of wi (Horn and 
power. It is the communication of num- 
berlefs benefits to all who live, together 
with exiftence. Juftly is the earth faid to 
he full of the goodnefs of the Lord. Through- 
\ out the whole fyflem of things, we behold 
^ manifeft tendency to promote the benefit 

* Job. xxxv. 14. 
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SERM and air, and water, are, with magnificent li- 
berality, made to teem with life. 

Let thofe ftriking difplays of creating 
goodnefs, call forth, on our part, refponfive 
love, gratitude, and veneration. To this 
great Father of all exiftence and life, to 
Him who hath raifed us up to to behold the 
light of day, and to -enjoy all the comforts 
which his world prefents, let our hearts 
fend forth a perpetual hymn of praifo. 
Evening and morning let us celebrate Him, 
who maketh the morning and the evening, 
to rejoice over our heads 5 who openetb bis 
band j and Jatisfieth the defire of every living 
thing. Let us rejoice, that we are brought 
into a world, which is the production of 
infinite goodnefs ; over which a fupreme 
intelligence prefides ; and where nothing 
happens, that was not planned and arranr 
ged, from the beginning, in his decree. Con- 
vinced that he hateth not the works which 
he hath made, nor hath brought creatures 
into exiftence, merely to fuffer uriiteceffary 
pain, let us, even in the midft of forrow, 
receive, with calm fubmiffion, whatever he 
is pleafed to fend; thankful for what ho 
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beftows; and fatisfied, that, without good serm. 
reafon, he takes nothing away. J^L^j 

Such, in general, are the effe&s which 
meditation on the creation of the world 
ought to produce. It prefents fuch an afto- 
nifhing conjundion of power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs, as cannot be beheld without re- 
ligious veneration. Accordingly, among all 
nations of the earth, it has given rife to 
religious belief and worfhip. The moft 
ignorant and favage tribes, when they look* 
ed round on th« earth and the heavens, 
could not avoid afcribing their origin to 
fome invifible defigning eaufe, and feeling 
a propenfity to adore. They are, indeed, the 
awful appearances of the Creator's power, 
by which, chiefly, they have been impreff* 
ed ; and which have introduced into their 
worfhip fo many rites of dark fuperftition. * 
When the ufual courfe of nature feemed to 
t be interrupted ; when loud thunder rolled 
above them in the clouds, or earthquakes 
fhook the ground, the multitude fell on 
their jknees, and, with trembling horror, 
brought forth the bloody facrifice to ap- 
peafe the angry divinity. But it is not in 

thofe 
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SERM. thofe tremendous appearances of power 
merely, that a good and well-inftrudted 
man beholds the Creator of the world In 
the conftant and regular working of his 
hands, in the fiient operations of his wif- 
dom and goodnefs, ever going on through- 
out nature, he delights to contemplate and 
adore him. 

This is one of the chief fruits to be de- 
rived from that more perfed knowledge of 
the Creator, which is imparted to us by the 
Chriftian revelation. Jmpreffing our minds 
with a juft fenfe of all his attributes, as not 
wife and great only, but as gracious and 
merciful, let it lead us to view every objedt 
of calm and undifturbed nature, with a per- 
petual reference to its author. We fhalj 
then behold all the fcenes which the hea- 
vens and the earth prefent, with more refi- 
ned feelings, and fublimer emotions, than 
they who regard . them folely as objeds of 
curiofity, or amufement. Nature will ap- 
pear animated, and enlivened, by the pre- 
fence of its author. When the fun rifes 
or fets in the heavens ; when fpring paints 
the earth, when fummer fhines in its glory, 

when 
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when autumn pours forth its fruits,, or serm. 
winter returns in its awful forms, we fhall 
view the Creator manifefting himfelf in his 
works. We fhall meet his prefence in the 
fields. We fhall feel his influence in the 
cheering beam. We fhall hear his voice in 
the wind. We fhall behold ourfelves every- 
where furrounded with the glory of that 
univerfal fpirit, who fills, pervades, and 
upholds all We fhall live in the world as 
in a great and auguft temple 5 where the 
prefence of, the divinity, who inhabits it, 
infpires devotion. 

Magnificent as the fabric of the world 
is, it was not, however, intended for per- 
petual duration. It was ere&ed #s a tem- 
porary habitation for a race of beings, who, 
after a&ing there a probationary part, were 
to be removed into a higher ftate of exift- 
ence. As there was an hour fixed from all 
eternity for its creation, fo there is an hour 
fixed for its diflblution j when the heavens 
and the earth fhall pafs away, and their 
place fhall know them no more. The con- 
fideration of this great event, as the coun- 
terpart to the work of creation, fhall be the 
fubjeft of the following Difcourfe. 
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SERMON XX. 

On the Dissolution of the World, 



2 Peter, Hi. io. 



But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night ; in the which the heavens /ball 
pafs away with a great noije, and the ele- 
ments Jball melt with fervent heat ; the 
earth alfo, and the workf that are therein^ 
fall he burnt uj>. 

JERM. np H E S E words prefent to us an awful 
'.'-*• view of the final cataftrophe of the 
world. Having treated, in the preceding 
Difcourfe, of the commencement, let us 
now contemplate the clofe, of all human 
things. The diflblution of the material 
fyftem is an article of our faith, often allu- 
ded to in the Old Teftament, clearly pre- 
dicted in the New. It is an article of faith 
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fo. far from being incredible, that many SERM. 
appearances in nature lead to the belief of 
it We fee all terreftrial fubftances chan- 
ging their form. Nothing that confifts of 
matter, is formed for perpetual duration. 
Every thing around us, is impaired and 
confumed by time ; waxes old by degrees, 
and tends to decay. There is reafon, there- 
fore, to believe, that a ftru&ure fo complex 
as the world, muft be liable to the fame 
law; and fhall, at fome period, undergo 
the lame fate. Through many changes, the 
earth has already pafTed ; many fhocks it 
has received, and ftill is often receiving. A 
great portion of what is now dry land ap- 
pears, from various tokens, to have been 
once covered with water. Continents bear 
the marks of having been violently rent, 
and torn afunder from one another. New 
iflands have rifen from the bottom of the 
ocean ; thrown up by the force of fubter- 
raneous fire. Formidable earthquakes have 
in divers quarters, fhaken the globe ; and 
at this hour terrify, with their alarms, ma- 
ny parts of it. Burning mountains have, 
for ages, been difcharging torrents of flame j 

and 
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SERM. and from time to time renew their explo- 
J^j^ fions, in various regions. All thefe circum- 
ftances fhow, that in the bowels of the 
earth, the inftruments of its diflblution are 
formed. To our view,* we behold only 
its furface, it may appear firm and unfha- 
ken; while its deftru&ion is preparing in 
fecret. The ground on which we tread is 
undermined. Combuftible materials arc 
ftored. The train is laid. When the mine 
is to fpring, none of us can forefee. 

Accuftomed to behold the courfe of na- 
ture proceeding in regular order, we in- 
dulge, meanwhile, our pleasures and pur- 
suits with full fecurity 5 and fuch awful 
fcenes as the convulfion of the elements, 
and the diflblution of the world, are fo- 
reign to our thoughts. Yet, as it is certain 
that fome generation of men muft witnefe 
this great cataftrophe, it is fit and proper 
that we fhould fometimes look forward to 
it. Such profpe&s may not, indeed, be al- 
luring to the bulk of men. But they carry 
a grandeur and folemnity, which are con- 
genial to fome of the moft dignified feel- 
ings in our nature ; and tend to produce 

elevation 
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elevation of thought Amidft the circle of SERM. 
levities and follies, of little pleafures and vj. 
little cares, which fill up the ordinary round 
of life, it is neceffary that we be occafional- 
ly excited to attend to what is ferious and 
great. Such events as are now to be the 
fubjed of our meditation, awake the {lum- 
bering mind ; check the licentioufnefs of 
idle thought, and bring home our recollec- 
tion to what mdft concerns us, as men and 
Chriftians. 

Let us think what aftonifhment would 
have filled our minds, and what devout e- 
motions would have fwelled our hearts, if 
we could have been fpe&ators of the crea- 
tion of the world ; if we had feen the earth 
when it arofe at firft without form and void % 
and beheld its parts arranged by the divine 
word ; if we had heard the voice Qf the 
Almighty, calling light to fpring forth from 
the darknefs that was on the face of the deep ; 
if we had feen the fun arifing, for the firft 
time, in the eaft with majeftic glory j and 
.all nature inftantly beginning to teem with 
life. This wonderful fcene, it was impoC- 
fible that any human eye could behold. It 

was 
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SErm. was a fpe&acle afforded only to angels, and 
j**. fuperior fpirits. But to a fpe&acle no lefs 
aftonifhing, the final diffolution of the 
world, we know there fhall be many htu. 
man witneffes. The race of men living in 
that laft age, fhall fee the prefages of the 
approaching fatal day. There fhall be Jigns 
in the fun, as the Scripture informs us, and 
Jigns in the moon, and fiars y upon the earthy 
dijirefs of nations, with perplexity ; the fea 
and the waves roaring *. They fhall clears 
ly perceive, that univerfal nature is tend- 
ing to ruin. They fhall feel the globe 
fhake; fhall behold their cities fall; and 
the final conflagration begin to kindle a- 

round them. Realifing then this awful 

fcene; imagining ourfelves to be already 
fpedtators, of it, let us, 

I. Contemplate the Supreme Being: 
directing the diffolution, as he dire&ed the 
original formation, of the world. He is 
the great agent in this wonderful tranfac- 
tion. It was by him forefeen. It was bjr 

* Luke> xxL 25. 

. him 



Digitized by 



Google 



On the Dijbhfim efthe World, 417 

him intended ; it entered into his plan SERM. 
from the moment of creation. This world 
was deftined from the beginning to fulfil a 
certain period ; and then its duration was 
to terminate. Not that it is any pleafore to 
the Almighty, to difplay his omnipotence 
in deftroying the works which he has made ; 
- but as for wife and good purpofes the earth 
was formed, fo for wife and good ends it 
is diffolved, when ttte time moft proper for 
its termination is cortie. He who, in ths 
counfets of his Providence, brings about {<> 
many revolutions among mankind; who 
changeth the times ami the feafims ; who rai- 
fes up empires to rule, in fuceeflk>H, among 
the nations, and at his pleafure puts an end 
te their glory ; hath alfo fixed a term for 
the earth itfelf, the feat of all human great- 
nefs. He faw k meet, that after the pro- 
bationary courfe was finifhed, which the 
generations of men were to aceompKfh, 
their prefent habitation fhould be made to 
pafe away. Of the feafonablenefi of the 
period when this change fhould take place, 
no* being caft judge, except the Lord of the 
uaiverfe. Theffe are counfels, into which 

•Vol. IB, E e it 
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SERM, it is not ours to penetrate. But amidft this 
great revolution of nature, our comfort is, 
that it is a revolution brought about by 
Him, the mcafures of whofe government 
are all founded in goodnefs. 

It is called in the text, the day of the Lord ; 
a day peculiarly his, as known to him on- 
ly ; a day in which he fhall appear with 
uncommon and tremendous majefty. But 
though it be the day of the terrors of the 
Lord, yet from thefe terrors, his upright 
and faithful fubje&s fhall have nothing to 
apprehend- They may remain fafe and 
quiet fpe&ators of the threatening fcene. 
For it is not to be a fcene of blind confu- 
sion; of universal ruin, brought about by 
undefigning chance. Over the fhock of 
the elements, and the wreck of nature, 
Eternal wifdom pfefides. According to its 
diredion, the conflagration advances which 
is to confume the earth. Amidft every 
convulfion of the world, God fhall conti- 
nue to be, as he was from the beginning, 
the dwelling-place of hisfervants to all gene- 
rations \ The world may be loft to them; 
but the ruler of the woild is ever the fame, 

unchange- 
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Unchangeably good and juft. This is the SERM. 
high tower to which they can fly, and be 
fafe. The righteous Lord loveth rigbteouf- 
wf s 9 a ^d under every period of his govern- 
ment, his countenance beholdeth the upright. 

II. Let us contemplate the diffolution of 
the world, as the end of all human glory* 
This earth has been the theatre of many a 
great fpe&acie, and many a high atchieve* 
ment. There, the wife have ruled, the 
mighty have fought, and conquerors have 
triumphed. Its furface has been covered 
with proud and ftately cities, its temples 
and palaces have raifed their heads to the 
Ikies. Its kings and potentates, glorying 
in their magnificence, have ereded pyra- 
mids, conftru&ed towers, founded monu- 
ments, which they imagined were to. defy 
ftil the aifauits of time. Their ' inward 
thought was* that their houfes were to conti- 
nue for ever H and their dwelling-plates to all 
generations. Its philofophefs have explored 
the fecrets of nature ; and flattened them- 
selves, that the fame of their difcoveries 
, Was to be immortal — — Alas ! all this was 
no more than a tranfient fhow. Not only 
E e z the 
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S E R M the fajhion of the world but the world it- 
J^^ felf, pajfeth away. The day cometh, whea 
all the glory of this world (hall be remem- 
bered, only as a dream when one awaketh. 
No longer (hall the earth exhibit any of 
thofc fccnes which now delight our eyes. 
The whole beautiful fabric is thrown down, 
never more to arife. As foon as the de- 
ftroying angel has founded the laft trum- 
pet, the everlafting mountains fall ; the 
foundations of the world are (haken ; the 
beauties of nature, the decorations of art, 
the labours of induftry, perifh in one com- 
mon flame. The globe itfelf (hall either 
return into its ancient chaos, without form 
or void\ or, like a ftar fallen from the 
heavens, (hall be effaced from the univerfe, 
and its place Jhall know it no more. 

This day of the Lord, it is foretold in 
the text, will come as a thief in the night ; 
that is, fudden and unexpected- Mankind, 
nptwithftanding the prefages given them, 
(hall continue to the laft in their wonted 
fecurity* Our Saviour tells us, that as in 
the days of Ndah before the floods they were 

eating 
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eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 5 E R M. 
marriage, until the flood came, and took them 
all away \fojhall aljo the coming of the Son of 
titan be* How* many proje&s and de- 
signs ihall that day fuddenly confound ? 
What long-contrived fchemes of pleafure 
fhall it overthrow ? What plans of cunning 
and ambition (hall it utterly blaft ? How 
miferible they, whom it (hall overtake in 
the midft of d&rk confpifacies, of criminal 
defeds, or profligate pleafures f In what 
fttong colours is their difmay painted, when 
they are reprefented in the book of Reve- 
lations, as calling to the hills and mountains 
to fa\l on them and cover them f Such de- 
scriptions are apt to be confidered as exag- 
gerated. The impreflion of thofe awful 
events is weakened by the great diftance of 
time, at which our imagination places 
them. But have we not had a ftriking 
image fet before us, in our own age, of the 
terrors which the day of the Lord (hall pro- 
duce, by thofe partial ruins of the world, 
which the vifltation of God has brought on 



* Matthew, xxiv. 38. 
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Serm. countries well known, and not removed very 
]P^ m far from ourfelves ? When in the midft of 
peace, opulence, and fecurity, fuddcnly the 
earth was felt by the terrified inhabitants to 
tremble, with violent agitation, below them ; 
when their houfes began to (hake over their 
heads, and to overwhelm them with ruins j 
the flood, at the fame time, to rife from its 
bed, and to fwell around them ; when en- 
compaffed with uniyerfal defolation,: no 
friend could aid another; no profped of 
efcape appeared; no place of refuge remain- 
ed ; how (imilar were fiich fcenes of de-? 
ftru&ion to the terrors of the laft day ? 
What fimilar fenfations of dread, and re- 
morfe, and too late repentance, muft they 
have excited amojig the guilty and pro- 
fane ? 

To fuch formidable qonvulfions of na- 
ture, we, in thefe happy iflands, through 
the blefling of Heaven, are ftrangers ; and 
ftrangers to them may we long continue J 
But however we may efcape partial ruins 
pf the globe, in its general and final ruin, 
we alfo muft be involved. To us muft 
pome at laft that awful day, when the fun 

foall 
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ihall for the laft time arife, to perform his ser M, 
concluding circuit round the world. They 
how bleft, whom that day fhall find em- 
ployed in religious a£t$, or virtuous deeds - 7 
in the confcientions difcharge of the duties 
pf life ; in thp exercife of due preparation 
for the conclufion of hnman things, and for 
appearing before the great Jndge of the 
WW Id J J^eJ: us now, * 

III. Contemplate the foul of man, a? 
remaining unhurt in the midft of this gene- 
ral defolation, when the whole animal crea- 
tion periihes, and the whole frame of na- 
ture falls into ruins. What a high idea 
does this prefent, of the dignity pertaining 
to. the rational fpirit ! The world may fall 
back into chaos ; but, fuperior to matter, 
and independent of all the changes of ma- 
terial things, the foul continues the fam?. 
When the heavens pafs away with a great 
noife, and the elements melt with fervent heat, 
the foul of man, ftamped for immortality, 
retains its ftate unimpaired ; and is capable 
pf flourifhing in undecaying youth and vi- 
gour. Very different indeed the condition 

of 
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SERM. of liuman fpirits is to be, according a» 
their different qualities have marked, and 
prepared them, for different future man* 
lions. But for futurity, they are all de* 
ftined. Exiftence, ftill, is theirs, The ca- 
pacity of permanent felicity they all pok 
fefs ; and, if they eftjby it iiot, it is owing 
16 themfelves. 

Here then, let us behold what is the trufe 
honour and excellence of man. It confifts 
toot in his body ; which, beautiful Or vigo- 
rous as it may now feem, is no other thaft 
a fabric of duft, quickly to return to duft 
again. It is not derived from any connect 
tion he can form with earthly things ; whicft, 
as we have feen, are all doomed to perifh. 
It confifts in that thinking part, which is 
fufceptible of intelle&ual improvement and 
moral worth; which was formed after th* 
image of God ; which is capable of perpe^ 
tual progrefs in drawing nearer to his na- 
ture j and fhail partake of the diviiie eter- 
nity, when time and the world fhall be no 
more. This is all that is refpe£table in mad. 
By this alone, he is raifed above perifhabte 
fubftances, and allied to thofe that are ce- 

leftial 
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leftial and immortal. This part of our na* 8ERM 
turc, then, let us cultivate with care ; aiid* 
On its improvement, reft our felf-cftimatioiL 
If, on the contrary, fuffering ourfelves to 
foe wholly immerfed in matter, plunged ifc 
the dregs of fenfualky, we behave as if we 
were only made for the body and its ani* 
*nal pteafures, how degenerate and bafe d* 
we become F Deftined to furvive this whole 
taaterial fyftetn, fent forth to run thfe race of 
Immortality and glory, lhall we thus abuie 
our Maker's gooddefs, degrade our origi* 
iial honour, and fink ourfelves iftto defer- 
Ved mifery ? It remains, that, 

IV. We contemplate the diflblution of 
the world, as the introduction to a greater 
and nobler fyftem, in the government of 
God. We, according to hit promife, look far 
tiew heavens and a new earth, wherein dweL 
leth rigbteoufnefs* Temporal things are 
now to give place to things eternal. To 
this earthly habitation is to fucceed the city 
of the living God. The earth had com* 



• 2 Peter, iii. 13. 
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8 £ R M. pleted the purpofe for which it was created. 
It had been employed as a theatre, on which 
the human generations were fuccefTively to 
come forth, and to fulfil their term of trial 
As long as the period of trial continued, 
much obfeurity was of courfe to cover the 
counfels of Providence- It was appointed, 
that all things fhould appear as coming alike 
to all •> that the righteous fhould feem o£- 
ten negle&ed by Heaven, and the wicked be 
allowed externally to profper ; in order that 
virtue and piety might undergo a proper 
teft j that it might be fhown who were fin^ 
cere adherents to confeience, and who were 
mere followers of fortune. The day which 
terminates the duration of the world, ter- 
minates all thofe feeming diforders. The 
time of trial is concluded, The final dis- 
crimination of characters is made. When 
the righteous gp to everlafting happinefs, 
and the wicked are difmiffed into the re- 
gions of punifhment, the whole myftery of 
human affairs is unravelled ; and the conr 
du& of Providence is juftified to m^n. 

Suited to a condition of trial was the ftate 
and form of the world, which we now in*- 

habit, 
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On the Dijfolution of the World. 4?7 

habit. It was not defigned to be a manfion s E r m 
for innocent and happy fpirits; but a dwell- 
ing for creatures of fallen nature, and of 
mixed chara&ers. Hence, thofe mixtures 
of pleafure and pain, of diforder and beau- 
ty, with which it abounds. Hence, fbme 
regions of the earth, prefenting gay and 
pleafing fcenes; others, exhibiting nothing 
but ruggednefs and deformity - 9 the face of 
mature, fometimes brightened by a ferene 
gtmofperc, and a fplendid fun ; fomctimest 
disfigured by jarring elements, and over- 
call with troubled Ikies. But far unlike 
fhall be the everlafting habitations of the 
juft : Though how they are formed, or 
what objefts they contain, is not given us 
now to conceive $ nor, in all probability, 
would our faculties be equal to the con-p 
caption. The emblematical defcriptions of 
them in Scripture, are calculated to excite 
high ideas of magnificence and glory. This 
one particular we know with certainty, that 
therein dwelleth righteoufnefs ; that is, com^ 
plete virtue and eternal order $ and where- 
eyer thefe are found, the mod perfect 
£ourc#> are opened of joy and blifs. This 

earth 
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4&8 On the DiffbhHm of tie World. 

etrth was never intended for more than tht 
outer court, the pdrch, through which the 
righteous were to pafs into the temple and 
ian&uary of the Divinity. When that which 
is perfetl is come, that which is in fartjbatt be 
done away. 

The inference which follows from what 
has been faid on this fubjed, cannot be Co 
well expreffed as in the words of the Apoftle, 
in the verfe immediately Following the text^ 
Jeeing that all tbefe things Jball be drfohed y 
what manner of perfons ought we to be in aft 
holy conversion and godlmefsf Ought not 
the important difcoveries which have been 
made to us, of the defigns of the Almighty, 
and of the deftiny of m&n, to exalt oar fen- 
timents, and to purify bm life from what 
is vicious or vain ? While we purfue the 
bufinefs and cares of our p*efe»t Station, 
and partake of the innocent pleafares which 
the world affords, let us maintain that dig- 
nity of charafter* which becomes immortal 
beings $ let u* b& with thiit circumfpe&ion, 
tthich becomes thofe who know they are 
foon to< Sand tfcfore the judgment feat of 

thq. 
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On the Dijfolution of the World. 429 

the Son of God : In a word, let us ftudy to s e r m. 
be what we would wifla to be found, if to 
us the day of the Lord fhould come. 

I know it will occur, that the prqfpeft of 
that day cannot be expe&ed to have much 
influence on the prefent age. The events, 
of which I have treated, muft needs, it will 
be faid, belong to fbme future race of men. 
Many prophecies yet remain to be fulfilled. 
Many preparatory events muft tak$ place, 
before the world is ripe for final judgment. 
*— Whether this be the cafe or not, none 
of us with certainty know.— But allow me 
to remind you, that tq each of us, aa event 
is approaching, and. not far diftapt, which 
{hall prQve of the fame efFeft, with the conn- 
ing of the day of the Lord. The day of 
death is, to every individual, the fame as. 
the day of the diflblution of the world. 
The fun may continue to fhine; but to 
them whp are laid in the grave, his light is 
finally exlingpiftied. The world may re- 
main aftjve, bitfy, and noify j but to them^ 
all is filence. The voice which gives the 
ijiandate, Return again to your duft> is the 

fam^ 
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SERM. fame with the found of the laft trumpet 
Death fixes the doom of every dne, finally 
and irrevocably. This furely is an event 
which none of us cafi remove in ouif 
thoughts to a remote age. To-morrow* 
to-day, the fatal mandate may be iffued* 
Watch therefore - y be fober and vigilant - 9 ye 
know not at what hour the Son of Man com* 
etb. 

Having now treated both o( the Crea- 
tion and diffolution of the world, I cannot 
conclude, without calling your thoughts to 
the magnificent view, which thefe events! 
give us of the kingdom and dominion of 
the Almighty. With reverence we con- 
template his hand in the fignal difpenfa- 
tions of Providence among men j deciding 
the fate of battles $ railing up, or overthrow- 
ing empires ; cafting down the proud, and 
lifting the low from the duft. But what 
are fuch occurrences to the power and wif- 
dom, which He difplays in the higher re- 
volutions of the univerfe \ by his word, 
forming, or diffolving worlds; at his plea- 
fure, tranfplanting his creatures from one 

world 




V 



On the Dijfolution of the Worll 43 * 

world to another ; that he may carry on s E R M 
new plans of wiftiom and goodnefs, and* 
fill all fpace with the wonders of creation ! 
Succeflive generations of men have arifen 
to poffefs the earth. By turns they hava 
paffed away, and gone into regions un- 
known. Us he hath raifed up, to occupy 
their room. We too (hall fhortly difappear. 
But human exiftence never perifties. Life 
only changes its form, and is renewed. 
Creation is ever filling, but never full. 4 > i 

When the whole intended courfe of the ge- 
nerations of men (hall be finifhed, then, as 
a fhepherd leads his flock from one pafture 
to another, fo the great Creator leads forth 
the fouls which he has made, into new and 
prepared abodes of life. They go from this I 

earth to a new earth, and new heavens ; W 

and ftill they remove, only from one pro- K i 

vince of the divine dominion to another. 
Amidft all thofe changes of nature, the great ^ji 
Ruler himfelf remains, without variablenefs 
orjhadow of turning. To him, thefe fuccef- 
five revolutions of being are but as yefterday 
when it is paji. From his eternal throne, he ^ £ 
beholds worlds rifing and palling away ; , 
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43* On the Diffobtim of the WorU. 

s E JR. M meafures out, to the creatures who inhabit 

XX 

<hem, powers and faculties fuited to their 
ftate ; and diftributes among them i eward* 
and punishments, proportioned to their ac- 
tions.— —What an afftonifliing view do fach 
meditations afford of the kingdom of God j 
infinite in ks extent j everlafling in its du- 
ration; exhibiting, in every period, the 
reign of perfect rigtoteoufnefs and wifclom J 
Who byfearehm* can* find out God? who can* 
fnd out the Almighty to perfection ? Great 
and marvellous are alt thy works, herd God 
Almighty ! Juft and true are alt thy wajtf, 
thou King of faints ! 
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